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Being a true and faithful ac- 
count of the Authors grounds for 
his leaving off the obſervation of the Sab- 
bath of the Firſt or Old Covenant: 
Wherein his Beam of Legal-(ovenant- 
Light, is darkned by the more clear ſhine- 
ing forth of Goſpel-Light and Truth,// 
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Col. 2.16, 17, Let no man therefore judg you 512 
meat or in drink,, or in reſpet of an holy- 
day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbatks, | 
which are a ſhadow of things to come, but | 
the body Chriſt. 

Luke 22. 32, And when thou art convertea, 


ſtrengthen thy brethren. 


| LONDON, 
rinted for EF. Brewſter, at the (Fane in St. 
Pauls Chiirch-Yard, 1677, 


TO THE 
Chriſtian Reader. 


Hereas it may ſeem ſtrange 
to ſome, and an i 
improvement may be 
made of it by others, 
that I wbo ſometime ap- 
peared for this Sabbath 


(a Sh againſt which is born in this Trait) be 
ſhould now leave off the pradice of it, and thus eth 
appear againſt it ; Let it be confi dered, that mi- 4 
ſtakings are not only poſſi ible for, but incident vl” 
Gods people, who in this life know but in part, wh 
and propheſie but in part, 1 Cor. 13. 9 bat 

And therefore we read, that though Gol gave LE 
clear and expreſs order that the Levites ſheuls thee 
carry the Arke, Numb. 4. 5. and that none 7"*? 
but they ſhould do it, 1 Chron. 15. 2 yet Da- 26m 
vid that man of God, and all I(racl with him, that 
miſſed it in bringing the Ark from Kiriatherim, I **” 
carrying it in a Cart, 1 Chrone 14 7, whence mor 
it came to paſs, that that breach was made up ** 
on them, Verſe 10,11. chap. 15. 13. vary 


So alſo though Feſus Chriſt had given in com- 
miſſion 
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miſion to his Diſciples to teach all Nations, Mat. 

23, 19, to Preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 
Mark 16. 153 yet ſome of his Diſciples Preach 
to none but thc Fews only, As 11, 19; $9 
that not only have Gods people ſometimes left 
undone what they ſhould have done, but at 
ſome other time they have done rb at they ſhould 
not, 

And if fech men of G14 as have been binted 
at, bave thus miſcarried, it may not ſeem ſo 
ſtrange that I, who ( as Gideon ſaid, Judp. 
16.5.) am the leaſt in my fathers bouſaſhould 
miſt zhe this matter, And the caution the A- 
pytle Paul gzves, 1 Cor. 19. 12, is warthy t9 
be remark*d, Let him that thinketh he ftand- 
eth, take heed left he fall. 

Inſtances mizbt alſo he given COMCOrHT 1s 
wy, of their pleading for that ſometimes, of 
which they have sf terwards been aſhamed ;, an1 
bave publiſhed their recantations for. But 1 
ſhall not now ſpend time in giving an 4ccom 1t of 
them; 4 only mind this, to prevent the i! im- 
provement that otherways ſome migbt be ready 
to make of this wherein I am concerned \, aid 
that perſons might by others barmy learn to be- 
ware, For ( as one ſaith) There is.nothing 
more eafic than to err, and that there is no 
man but errs ſometimes ; whence it is, the 
exution i ſo ſeaſynable, which the Apsſtle giver, 
Gal. 6.7, Be not deceived, &c. @ caution di- 
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- #4 my Book, titled, A Beam of Sabbath-Light, 


refed to them who deſired t0 be under the Law, 
Chap. 4.2.1, Ad who obſerved days, &c. 

It is well known bow men have cryed out a 
gainſt ſuch as having ſometimes owned and pra. 
diced as theydo, and do leave off, endeavouring 
to blacken th*m all they can; that ſo they might 


'- by rendrin g them odions, binder them in their 


rndertakings for God, The carriage of the 
Papiſts towards Luther and others, bave been 


| famous (or rather infamous) herein. Andl 


have not eſcaped the laſh of the Tongae, in re- 
ſped of what bath befallen me in the matter if 
$ abbath-keeping, &c, ſome men ( on the ac- 
count of my leaving off the praflice) carrying it 
towards me, as if therr Tongues were their own, 
and there were none to controul #hem, But a 
Paul ſar, 1 Cor. 4.3, It is a ſmall thing to 
be judged of mans judgment. And I know 
the wrath of man works not the rightcoul- 
nels of God, Fam. 1.20. And ſeldom (if 
ever ) # the iſſue according to the expeftation of 
Sland-rers or Revilers, And through the help 
of God, T have been able to ſpread it before 
him. and to leave it to bim, who judgeth righ- 
teouſly. 

I bave two things to ſpeak a liitle to, and 
then I ſhill give the Reader leave to peruſe the 
Book t ſ-If, 

The firſt is concerning ſome words uſed by me 


Kc, 


Nor 
that t/ 
a truth 
in this 
I unde 
ſometi1 
perſon. 
ed in i 
it for ( 
Spirit ( 
by the 
there 4 


of wha 


&c, The ſeeond is concerning the charge of Self- 
ſeeking, that hath been laid in againſt me, on 
the account of my leaving off the obſervation of 
the Sabbath, 

1, Concerning ſome words uſed by me in the 
foreſaid Book,, about which $abbath-heepers 
bave kept no ſmall ſtir, deſigning. ( poſſibly ) 
thereby to raiſe ſo much duſt, as might prevent 
the diſcovery of their ſhadowy Sabbath to be no 
appointment of Feſus Chriſt to the Chriftian- 
Church. The words I mind are theſe, That I 
dd believe my beart was ſtrongly ingaged by the 
Lord to ſpeak what I did, in that Book I writ 
for the Sabbath. The ſubſtance of which words 
are in the firſt page of that Book, and in ſome 
other places there are words of like import, 
which alſo by ſome are inſiſted on. 

Now 1 do acknowledg, that I did verily judg, 
that the thing 1 prafticed and pleaded for, was 
atruth to be owned and pratiiſed by Chriſtians 
in this day; aud therefore I ſpakg as I did. For 
Innderſtanding but little concerning the notion 
ſometime before, when by converſe with ſome 
perſons, and reading ſome Books, I was corrupt - 
ed in it, I not ſceing the errour of it, but taking 
it for atrutb, did think, I was taught it by the 
Shirit of Truth, and that my heart roas ingaged 
by the Lord to ſpeck, for it as I did: As who is 


there amongſt Chriſtians, that judg otherways 


if what they receive 'nnder the notion of Truth 2 
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relied to them who deſired t0 he under the Law, 
Chap. 4+ 2.1, Ad who obſerved days, &c. 

It is well kflown bow men have cryed out a- 
gainſt ſuch as having ſometimes owned and pra. 
iced as theydo, and do leave off, endeavouring 
to blacken th-m all they can; that ſo they might 
' . by rendring them odious, binder them in their 

rndertakings for God, The carriage of the 
Papiſts towards Luther and others, bave been 
| famous (or rather infamous) herein. Andl 
bave not eſcaped the laſh of the Tongne, in re- 
ſpe of what bath befallen me in the matter of 
S abbath-keeping, &c, ſome men ( on the ac- 
count of my leaving off the praftice) carrying it 
towards me, as if ther Tongues were their own, 
and there were none to controul them, But 4 


Paul ſa:zd, 1 Cor. 4.3, It is a ſmall thing to 


be judged of mans judgment. And I know 
the wrath of man works not the rightcoul- 
nels of God, Fam. 1.20. And ſeldom (if 
ever ) is the iſſue according to the expeation of 
Sland-rers or Revilers, And through the help 
of God, T have been able to ſpread it before 
him. and to leave it to bim, who jJudgeth righ- 
teouſly. 

I bave two things to ſpeak a liitle to, and 
then 1 ſhall give the Reader leave to peruſe the 
Book it ſ-If, 

be firſt is concerning ſome words uſed by me 
in my Book, titled, A Beam of Scan, %h 
(C, 


#pporn 
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did by 
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are in 
otber 
which 
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in tbis 
I unde 
ſometiz 
perſon. 
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&c, The ſeeond is coucerning the charge of Self- 
ſeeking, that hath been laid in againſt me, on 
the account of my leaving off the obſervation of 
the Sabbath, 

1, Concerning ſome words uſed by me in the 
foreſaid Book,, about which $abbath-heepers 
bave kept no ſmall ſtir, deſigning ( poſſibly ) 
thereby to_raiſe ſo much duſt, as might prevent 
the diſcovery of their ſhadowy $ abbath to be na 
appointment of Feſus Chriſt to the Chriftian- 
Church, The words I mind are theſe, That 1 
dd believe my beart was ſtrongly ingaged by the 
Lord to ſpeak, what I did, in that Book I writ 
for the Sabbath, The ſubſtance of which words 
are in the firſt page of that Book , and in ſome 
other places there are words of like import, 
which alſo by ſome are inſiſted on. 

Now 1 do acknowledg, that I did verily judg, 
that the thing I prafticed and pleaded for, was 
atruth to be owned and praiſed by Chriſtians 
in this day; aud therefore I ſpake as I did. For 
Innderſtanding but little concerning the notion 
ſometime before, when by converſe with ſome 
perſons, and reading ſome Books, T was corrupt - 
ed in it, I not ſceing the errour of it, but taking 
it for atrutb, did think, I was taught it by the 
Shirit of Truth, and that my heart roas ingaged 
by the Lord to ſpeck, for it as I did : As who is 
there among ſt Chriſtians, that judg otherways 
if what they receive'nnaer the notion of Truth ? 
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$0 that the words bave no more in them they 
what is virtually contarned in the pradiice of al 
Chriſtians, that make any conſcience of what 
they own or pradtice, with reſpeQ to God or hi 
Worſhip, and my denying the thing now, hath 
no more in it than what is alſo virtually contain. 
ed in the change of any Chriſtians judgment. 
when they rejef as an errour what before they 
through ignorance or inadvertancie, owned and 
prafiiſed as Truth, 

And that I was miſtaken in my judgment in 
this matter of Sabbath-keeping, I do verily 
couclude from that Text amongſt many other; 
John 16. 14, where the Lord Feſus is ſpeaking 
of the work of the Holy Spirit bead promi|. 
ed to ſend to bis Diſciples, which he ſaith, ſhcull 
receive of bis, and ſhould ſhew unto them. Nw 
unleſs this Sabbath can be proved to be of this 
complexiox, that is, to be from the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt ( which T couclude cannot be done by 
any); then doth not the Spirit of Truth ſhew it 
znto any of Chriſts Diſciples. Heth at ander- 
taking in this work ſþ 11] be able #0 ſhew that this 
Sabbath is Feſur Chriſfts, and ſo doth belong to 
Chriſtians to obſerve, may well be accounted the 
Phenix of the day and age he lives in. 

2. For the charge of Self: ſeeking 1114 in a- 
gainſt me by Sabbath keepers, in my leaving f 
the obſervation of the Sabbath; though I free! 
ackhnowleds I bave attained but a little, nor ant 


lable to give ſuch evidences as poſſibly ſome 0- 
thers may be, whoſe attainments are great in 
Goſpel-diſcoveries > yet ſo have T indeavoured 
tycarry it, and particularly towards $abbath- 
keepers, that I might give them no juſt occaſion 
for a charge of that nature. And they have in- 
ſited on ſuch a thing contrary to as clear evi- 
dences,' as ordinarily offer themſelves from tbe 
People of Chriſt in the preſent day, aud that 
both in ſpirituals and temporals. 

For as many of them, with otbers alſo, know 
intheir Conſciences, bow Ihave ſ:rved the Lord 
in my attained to meaſure in the work of the 
Goſpel, labouring night and day in the way of 
a calling. that I might make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
without charge + ſo alſo do they know, bow e= 
rex by Sabbath-keepers Thave been oppreſſed 3 
for having occaſion to imploy ſeveral of them, I 
have been neceſſitated 4 to give them content) #0 
pay them for tbeir keeping their Sabbath; yes, 
ſeveral of them for ſeveral years, though #hey 
pretended to keep it in conſcience to God, and 
this whileſt I ſerved them Gratis Ad wben it 
was known that Tſcrupled Sabbath. keeping that 
I m#7bt cut off occaſion from them that were in 
Communion with me, I did often in the preſence 
of many witneſſes te4er, that I would forbear 
to labour on therr Sabbath ' even as Paul ſaid, 
I Cor. 8. 13, be would forbear to eat meats ) 
ea, if it were during my Life, ſo that might 
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T be left tothe liberty of my judgment to think 
of the Sabbath, as now I did: 1 now thinking 
it tt be but an antiquated ſhadow, I would at 
ts prattice keep it, that ſo I might cut off ocea- 
fion from them, The which conceſſion of mine 
would ſerve to 9 purpoſe at all to ſatis fie them, 
though yet ſuch conceſſions are rarely denyed 4- 
mongſt any that profeſs the name of Cvriſt in the 
world. And I ſincerely profeſs, Thad a deſire 
#0 proceed on int an abſtinence from labour, if 
that would bave ſatisfied them , that I might 
thereby give an evidence of my not ſeeking 
after worldly advantages, in my leaving off the 
obſervation of the Sabbath, But I am much 
perſwad:d now, that God withbeld th:m from 
accepting theſe tenders, that ſo I might be wholy 
freed from the ſnare inwhich I had been tahen, 
However it may be ſeen by what bath been 
minded, what little ground they have to charge 
me with Self-ſceking in this matter. 

Theſe tbings are minded, that the People of 
God may underſtand the Truth, and God might 
bave the Glory, not in a way of fleſhly boaſting, 
the Lord knoweth, _ 


John Cowell. 
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ng : % ? 
he N ſpeaking to the matter propoſed, 
(viz, ) my leaving off the Obſerva- 
ty tion-of the Sabbath of the Firſt or: 
ly Old Covenant (after 1 had been in 


" the practice of it for well-oigh Thir- 
teen years), I ſhall do theſe Two 
things 2 Firſt (hew what was leading to it, 
Secondly, ſhew what was effeQive ot ir, 
The things that were leading to it, were 
ſme of them more remote, others of them 
were more ncar : thoſe that were more re- 
Hote, were ſo, not only as with reſped to 
ime, but alſo as to operation. . Yet were 
eſe alſo uſeful in their ſeaſon and kind, for 
te producing the Effect, &c, 

And I begin with the Firſt, And in order 
d it, do give the Reader to underſtand, 
That about the beginning of the year 21661, 

B (my 
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.(my' affections out-running my judgment), 
my foot was ta_en in This SH37F73 and T br- 
gan to wandertmrhits by -parh;—AndTcon- 
tinued ” not meeting with the trouble I met 
aftcr wards about it) Hl the year 1664 3 And 
then undcritanding into what mot deſpe- 
rate, dangereus, and pernicigus. Principles 
and Pradtices, ſ&veral Sabbath-keepers were 
ruſhing , T was greatly troubled. And for 
many of the pgr(ons; concerned, they were 
no {mall ones neither amongtt that People, 
as Thomas Tillam, Chriſtopher Pooly, Edward 
$kipp, Tobn Fox '&c. whio in their Princi- 
ples, yea; in their Practices too, with re- 
ſpc& ro their Converſation, 'were became 
vile with a witneſs. And 'in theit Princi- 
ples, yea, in their Practices too, as with re- 
ſpe& to the Worſhip of God were marvel- 
loufly Corrupted ; Pleading, as for the Sab- 
bath, fo alſo for Circemcifion ( which they 
alſo pra&iced), and for the Obſervation of 
the whole Law: Yea, even to Offerings and 
$ acrifices, as may be ſeen in the Propoſitions 
and Queries of Chriftopher Pooly, and E5- 
ward Skipp, printed 1664, From which 
Piece of theirs Publiſhed to the world, | 
ſhall here inſert ſome few particalars, to ſhew 
how marvellonſly they were Corrupted, 4 

I faid before concerning them, 
x. Concerning Circwmcifion, thus the} 
wile 


) 
t 
{| 
6) 
(4 


I 


CE3 1 
bt 

Avcice,\ page 7, by-widy.of Queſtion Cowhich 
way of writing: by Queſtions they: us, 
ppp 3, ibs to illuſtrate the things iAfſerted 
by ther in cheir Propoſitions), Whether if 
they, {({peaking of the Gentiles ) thall enjoy 
Alrahaw's bicilings, they: are not bound to 
Abrabam's Covenant of Circamcifiue ?. Gen. 


17; 9-10, 10 theas'5, And page 8, thus 


hey: further Queſtion 3 Whetherithe Gen- 


ter can-prove-their right tor theſe Privi- 
ledges mentioned Kom. 3+ 1,2: (Chap. 9. 


(445+1 being wacircumeized. (eeing that was 


the 8caling-work of Abraham's Faith ? Roms. 


4-415 And page; 12. They write further 
concerning- it, thus; Becauſe it -proveth 


(day they )- Abrabam?s Spiritual Seed to be 
his. Seed, inaſmuch as that was one of the 


eps of his Faich, in which Rep of Careamecs- 
\fiow. his Seed ought to walk, that would 


prove themſcives to þe tuch, Rom, 4. 12. 
Jobn 8. 29: 

2. Concerning, the: Re-building of the 
Stone- Femple. at Feruſalem, and thie\ re- 
ſtoring” the Prieſt-hood, Service and Sacyrifi- 


&r of the Law, thus they write, page 4, 


There ſhall be (ſay they) @ Re-bwilding of the 
Temple, and. a reſtoring all the Ordinaxces, 
Laws and Service to them (meaning the 


' Jews) again, tegether with the Prieft-hood and 
'Saerifices, And in page 19, thus they queſtion 
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turther, 


[04] 
further; iHomt it canbe proved that Chriſt ws 
a Sacrifice for ſins of ignorance or infimity, 
ſacb at'24be-Sacrifices of the Law were only ap- 
painted for ? or where there is in all the New. 
| Teſtamient any Probibition of Sacrifices for 
theſe ſins for whacb'the Lord required them in 

tbe Law: + 

- -3Z., Concerning the Lind of Cane2v, thus 
they write, page 4," There ſhall be @ dividing 
the Lind of Canaan by lot to the righteous 
Gentiles who keep the Law, as well 4s unto the 


Tribes,' E7::k. 47. 32. For they are to enjoy 
it by virtue of the Covenant of God made with 
Abraham ox their bebalf,* Gen. 17. 5, to the 
15: And concerning themſelves, thus they 
writc'in page 6, That they are willing to d:- | | 
partout of their own Conntry, and to follow the | 1 
Example | of their Father Abraham, - 0 
ſeeking their Inberitance in his Land, as being | |, 
right beirs thereunto. reſolving #0 ſepe- MM 
rate themſelves from all perſons, even therr near- | , 
eſt Relations, that are not” fitted by the Lind lv 
(as they phraſe it)) to follow him, knowing Wl » 
that no uncircumciſed in heart and fleſh. neither Þ 14 
any thet are unclean, ſhall inberit any part i 6 
that poſſe ſion of Canaan. to 
4. Thus they write concerning them- WW 4h 
ſelves, as with reſpc&t to their owning the WW »; 
whole Law, p. 6, That they do univerlally MW þ; 
own every one of thoſe Laws given in © E: 


Mount 


& 5, 3 
Mount. Horeb, Mal,.4 4, with due reſpeR 
to time, and place 4 and have begun to, en» 
gage .theraſelves: thereunto., by Carcmeiſen, 
and by lifting up their hands untg.chg molt 
High in 2 (perpetual, Coyenant, .neves, to, be 
forgotten. Much. morg do they ſpeak toveh- 
ing .chels particulars; which: for brevity Gake 
| here.omit 5; and, (hall. ifflue the. macter, tor 
the.preſent concexning.ithem,, with, this pal- 
os of,,theirs, page y, which .ta me .is very 
ob{;rvable;; and i5..concerns other Sab'wath- 
keepers;lomewhat, more; eſpecially that were 
not of che. ſame. Contederacy with them, 
who axe ready at, every turn almolt to;chargs 
ſuch as comply not with; chem in their Nee 
tions, .that they lay fumb ing-blocks in tl.e 
way of the Fews, hindring their Convert» 
on 3 and even ſo do theſe infinuate concern- 
ing. them,; and, ſg, ply. . them in their-own 
Coyn 5; their, words are; theſe ; Tis: rem- 
want of the Womans Seed, wbo keep the Conte 
mandments of God, and the F aith ,of . 7iſuz, 
muſt lift up:a ſigndard for the people, even for 
the Ancients of God , which can never be dove 
tll they ſet themſelves with purpoſe of heart 
to prattice every part of the Law of Ged, 1hst 
they may without brexch of any part, begin- 
ning in the right order appointed by the Lord 
bimſelf, which was Circumciſim, Gen. 17. 
Exod. 12, 43, $0. For it is not enough to own 
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£867 
None Contmandoents, {hd after thit he Till 
evey th# Soph 7 ws es bf ++ Lord God ht wil 
12heuÞ3y g, while Circunicifion, 
ing ererally all the FB are thrown umny 
with” the” conceit of 4 Ceremony, Oh hw/ſad 
2 thitt will it be now in this day (fay they ), 
that their infidelity aid bartneſs” of 'heatt, 
ſhould Tye upon the Ltconnt' v Such" as break 
the Commandments theniſttver; ant teach v- 
thers te dv the ſame" Thus have f "giver 
brief 4ccount"6f ſome- of rhe thi we ' it 
. fhewed forth therhſelyes in rhe mheri, upon 
the account of which T was (6 tronbltd, as 
- beforeTmentioned.” And'T bein fo'troub- 
ted as I was, | could bt ipell Forbear, with- 
out beaxing tetiniony one their pero: 
ous ways, which 14 ig a Book” Titled 
Divine Oracler : Br ner —r hftand- 
mg this ' Eminent 'warnfn the' Dire& 
Tendency of this Sabbath+ Na ' I'there+ 
| in ſpake' for the Sabbith, whit "With my 
[| former 'Wotrk of that k d\ (vis.) the' Pobk 
| Titled A Bram'vf 'Sa bith :Ligbn,* (which 
IF. hath fince proved' a "RBeavy Beam" tome); 
un | I heartily repent_fnt bf. And I have good 
| hope, through Grace, 'that the rem embrance 
of my miſcarriage thetfin' will b6 fo (an- 
| | Qified of God to me; that it 'wifl, be an 
11.6 humbling conſideration, to me whilly I live. 
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D-UT ithough 1 was: troubled; ag: is 4- 
bove -mentioned» yet 1 kept 0g4m-the 
practice [ſtall without! much more trouble, 
till: about the year-2x66$3- And-ther taking, 
notice of the-contafion thyt wes amnngit-Sab- 
bath-keepers in 1<{pect of their keepipg of 
their-Sabbath, I was again troubled,': Job- 
ſervedair aptne(s in them {as it is in 10A ma- 
ny Others) co cry out/againit their: Diffen- 
ting Brethren for being in'contuliog! in Be- 
bylax, (as it is uſually pby ated ) tor 3-gor- 
compliance with - them -in - their Naviong, 
wherezs they themaſelves.ars. im-a5muvgh-ghn- 
fugon; it got. more . than-imol{tothtrs;-w hp 
are the men of their. indignation. The eon- 
= intimated was about their divesſc 
nning, and ending. of their | Sabbath, 
ſome. of ithem beginning, to reſt at Sun-fer 
on-;the Sixth day, and returning, ta their 
labour at San-fert on the Seventh day<-0- 
thers of thery not beginning to reſi till af- 
ter: Sun+ſet, at the Gutrting in of the even- 
ing-light ot the Sixth day, (which is known 
to be ordinarily an hour or more after Sun- 
ſet) and theſe not retvraing toftheir labour 
B 4 till 
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till about the ſame time on the morrow, $0 
that it "may" be-rightly concluded; "that the 
one part keep part of the Sixth day, and 
part of the Seventtt for their Sabbath, or 
elſe that the other 'keep part of the Seventh 
diy atid pattof the Firll for their Sabbth, 

And in the judgment of the one part {( if 
they” would judg rigtiteouſly, and inter 
did not ſway *them)©they mult judg, that 
the others do' work 'part of the Seventh day, 
and reſt part of the Firſt 3- whileſt the others 
have the ſame ground to judg concerning 
them, that they do reſt part of the Sixth day, 
and work part of; the Seventh, or elſe it 
-muſt ' be thought that God did not et 
bounds to the Days, 'that they wight be 
known' in their beginning and ending. Or 
-otherways as the: complement of the whole, 
it may be' thought*that theſe men do not 
know the Seventh day from the Sixth, nor 
che Firſt; and-ſo all the ſtir they make in 
the world, and: with the Churches about 
their Seventh-day-Sabbath,ſecing they know 
not which is the Seventh day (as their pra- 
Qice demonſtrates ) is not worth a ruſh, 
but inſtantly falls ro the ground, 

And before I paſs further on, ſome fur- 
ther inſtance may be here ( I judg ) ſcafon- 
ably given, by which-it may appear, how 
that from the Principles of fomie of them 

(as 


9] 
(as well as from their pracices above mind» 
ed) 1t- cannot be known which , is the S3b- 
bath-day. - For one Mr. Gretrix a Sabbath« 
keeper, who lives not far fromthe Town 
where 1'live, holds- and pleads that our 
Lord Jeſus: Chriſt roſe from the dead on. the 
Third. day of the week, the day we vulgar- 
ly call Tueſday, while the moſt part of them 
hold -he- roſe on the Firſt day of the week, 
the day-yulgarly called Sunday. The reaſon 
hegives for his conceit,] have here norcaſon 
to mention. Which it it were true ( as it 
s manifebly falſe; Mat. 28. 1. Mar.. 16. 2. 
lah, 24. 1. - Fobn 204-1.) then this 'Sab- 
bath wese/t0: be kept (if.at leatt we had any 
thing to do to Keep it ) on'the day vulgarly 
alled' Monday, For its evident that our 
Lord rofe the very next morning after. the 
Gabbath,.as, the above-mentioned Scriptures 
do:fully:;expre(s. $0 that.it their Pringiples 
de but conhidered, how oppoſite: they,, are 
ne to; another, it cannot be gathered from 
them, which day of our week is to bc kept 
lor the Sabbath-day, though as I faid before, 
they make ſuch a fiir about it as they do. 
Some of them make tmal! account of the . 
lifference that*s amongit them in their di- 
es beginning and ending of their Sab- 
ath 3 yet without doubt there is an open 
ad pablick. breach ot their Sabbath, re 
tne 
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the one hand or the other. Neither do T.nor 
cart THee that he that works at mid-day on 
the ſeventh-day, 'any more breaks their $4h. 
batt,than the one or the other of theſe may 
be thought to do,” For, firſt, its'without all 
peradventure that the firſt and laft-hours 
che*Sabbath were as truly a part of the 
Sabbath, as the hour of 'mid-day.' And, 
2: Its not to be doubted, but that when 
God-appointed Iſraet the obſervarton of the 
Sabbath, he appointed a 'dire&t beginning 
and ending of the Sabbath. And' thirdly, it 
is'n6t to be queſtioned, T judg, but that God 
appointed it in its beginning and ending to 
be alike tofall. Thertfore Cas 'F now- (ce) it 
were but reaſonable for theſe men to come 
toa conliſtency' amongſt themſelves, before 
they 'endcavour 16 obtrude their raw noti- 
6ns upon others. Antd-betore they make ſuch 
chamors and out-erys againſt their brethren 
for diffenting from thems - efpecially conf 
dering how many 6f ther do'wake it ſuch 
a corner-ftone for Church-tellowſhip, that: 
they not only deny, bat allo cry out againl 
communion with their brethren fornot con- 
forming to them herein, 

But to return 'to what was my concern 
herein : Though T was troubled about this 
their confuſion as before I minded; yct 
continued in the praQice of this Sabbath 

( keeping 
( 
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Kepitig” not withſtanding , and yet mad 
Conſcience'ot ifs obſervation. For length 
fine havitg To nvcted it upon tny Tpirit, as 
#had,f Was not without'tnuchado brought 
Wit Yet hereby was T made'to judg, the 
tits tehi#erly* (is 476 I wa Von the ,ac> 
count of the things minded in the forgacr 
&Qion1) of wy diſſenting” Brethren, and to, 
ah t more in'communion With” them, ; nd- 
ty aodErafiOn' rownrds rheth \ "which = 
the begintitny of my entertaining the notion, 
[ha# beth. Carty) concerning; to the-which 
| bllieve "SH $taciduſly diſpofed my hearty, 
i" ordet to my return in his own. time, ,. +. 
"Anetherefote.confidering this cffedzthus 
ffodiiced"in thy feribus cotifideration of the; 
bremeftionel” particulars, T account theſe, 
thifigs a5 Ted ing to my leaving off this Sab-, 
bith-KeeÞing,; though more remote both. as 
to time and operation: for as yet T made cons, 
ſence of the obſervation of this legal ſign, 
cr ſhadbv, 4s is above particularly noted; 
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'A' Nd thus things'ttood with me, till a-, 


bout the year 1671, and then the{ad 
tendency , of ., this Sabbath-keeping more 
ratly ſhewed forth ic felf, The confidera- 
| tion 
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tion of which (God graciouſly affiſting me) 
I ſer my (elf. ſeriouſly unto. And whetey 
the things before minded did prove leading 
to my leaving of this praQice, though more 
remote, this was leading much more near;as 
- it' was more near for time, ſo alſo for oper 
tion. 

' Now that which about this time ſhewed 
forth it (elf, was of a Sabbath»keeper in the 
Town whereT live, (and the hath more fl. 
lows abroad,) a Sabbath-keeper fo firid in 
her Sabbath-keeping , that few others of 
chem (if any at all) do match her for her zeal 
therein 3 who is gone ſo far;:in her owning 
of the Sabbath, and the Lay ,whence the 
rule of it is taken, that ſhe ſhames not open- 
ly to diſown the Goſpel, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the Author and revealer thereof 3 and 
in the greatneſs of her Apoſtacy and Dege- 
neracy, dcnies the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be 
the Meſliah and. Saviour of the World ; hi- 
ving catt out of her Bible the whole New 
Tettament of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chrilt z diſowning all thoſe Writings trom 
the beginning of Matthew to the end of the 
Revelation, having in her Bible only thoſc 
from the beginning of Geneſis to the end f 
Malachi. 

Now when I came to underſtand this, | 


was put to a very great ſtand Inders, ant 
rom 
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from this time was I made to queſtion, and as 
plowing thereupon, to ſcruple the praQtice 
jery much 3 as who that fears God, and loves 
theLord J:ſus Chritt,can think but Iſhould? 
and henceforth I determined to call the pra- 
ere WM ice into. queſtion again , and to fift it 

throughly 3 which I did with conſcience, 
wed WM care and circumſpeRtion, determining not 
the Mtolean to my own underſtanding, which now 
fel. WY 1 began to-fear T had done t00 too much be- 
in MW fore, when 1 firſt took upon me the praftice, 
; of M5 indeed Ijudg too too many do to this day, 
zeal MW that are yet in the praQtice of it, And that I 
ing might find out the truth, the truth as it is in 
the MW |cſus, Epbeſ.4. 21, 1 applied my ſelf to him, 
'e0-Mand to an attendance upon him my Sove- 
eſus Mraign Lord , who is made head over all 
and W things to the Church, Epbeſ. 1. 22, in the 
ge- MW uſe of ſuch means as I did then, and do ſtill 


| be Mjudg was proper in the caſe, and was ſui- 
ha- W ting with the will of my Lord and King. 
lew Ml The which in particular is ſpoken of in the 


ogreſs of this Diſcourſe. 


om WF Some Sabbath-keepers concerning the 
the W matter before minded, have replied, that 
ole WI this proves nothing againſt their praftice, 


| of MW that ſome have fallen that are Sabbath-kee- 

pers. For ſay they, in our times, even as in 
;, | former ages, ſome have turned away from 
and WI Chrift, thas have not been Sabbatbekeepers, 
om that 
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that only profeſſed ſuch things as we holl 
for, undoubted Verities, as Gofpel;{cparati 
' on, Baptilm; \&c.., To the which, l anlwey, 
That jn no thew ot reaſon; can rk ching 
be thqught to be leading, tofſuch Departurgs 
from the Lord Jeſus,as fame have been guil. 
ry of cither in,qur times, or in times by-pli, 
For theſe things we have, jn.the, Goſpel, in 
the Writings of. the New ,TeRament, and 
ſo arg to be proved fram (the words of our 
Lord Jefus, and his holy Apoſtles (as if nec 
were might. be abundanily, demoaſtrated) 
but for this Saþbath-keeping, these is nota 
word that may warrant the. Churches of the 
Gentiles, or , any one perſon in; particular, 
that-from among the Gentiles are turned to 
God,.( which arc the Scripturc-Phraſes, Kan, 
16.4. Ad. 15, 19. and which. only reach 
our calc in this macrer)) to take up this pra- 
dice, cither from the Lord Jelus Chriſt or 
any of his Apoſtles. But uſually we are (c 
to the Law, and fo, to Moſes, ( For the Lan 
was given by Moſes, Joh. 1.17.) and lo 
Sinai, 'and fo to che fictt or old Covenan 
the Covenant that genders to bondage, Gu. 
4-24, 25+ And here lics the danger, an: 
hence it is that I conclude, that it is leadin 
to ſuch departures from the Lord Jeſus,lpo 
ken of before, The praQice carries it in its 
womb, &c, 

And 
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And-though I do verily judg, that many 
Gbbath-keepers, that are turned (in reſpet 
of their Sabbath-keeping) trom the Goſpel 
to the Law, and ſo from Chriſt to Moſes, 
thereby expoſing themſelves to great dan- 
ger, do yet not withlianding in other things 
own Chrilt truly, and love him dearly,z yet 
is the principle of their Sabbath-keeping not 
ajot the betcer therefore, God doth, and 
will keep his Covenante.people from ſuch a 
total departure from him. Fer.32.40,though 
they-may, and oft-times do err and go a- 
firay,and cloſe in with that that makes work 
for repentance and the Phyſician of Souls. 
Andindeed the wretched Creature in 
our Town doth not deny but that Sab- 
bath-keeping was leading to her,as with re- 
ſpe& to her denial of the Lord Jeſus. For 
another Sabbath-keeper of our Town be- 
ing under queſtion about his Sabbath- 
keeping, went to queſtion with her 3. and 
among other things propoſed this to her, 
Whether ſhe thought that her keeping the 
Sabbath were leading to her diſowning the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, or no? and when ſhe 
would not dircaly aulwer him, (knowing, 
Ijudg, that he was under queſtion concer- 
ning it): he told her that it he thought the 
practice were leading, to ſuch a thing, and 
were of ſuch a nature (or words to this pur- 
And pole) 
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poſe) he- would never keep another $1h- 
bath. To whom ſhe replied, that then he 
would not be a Sabbath-keeper long, In 
which words; dovbcleſs ſhe gave a full inti. 
mation of her mind, and of what was her 
own experience in the caſe, 

Somewhat of a like nature,and as leading 
to the ſame thing, hath ſhewed forth it {lt 
in others that may here I judg be ſeaſonahly 
inſerted. And this not ſpoken of, and known 
to a few-privately, but publiſhed to the 
World by Chriſtopher Pooly and ' Edward 
Skipp, in their Propoſitions and Queries 
mentioned in the former Sefions 3 who in 
page the ninth of that their Book, ſpeaking 
of the Apofile Paul's words about Circum- 
cifion, they ſpeak as though he had con. 
tradicted himſelf in what he had faid about 
it 3 ſpeaking thus concerning it, 

One while (ſay they) he faith, If 2 mas 
be circumciſed, let him not become uncircum- 
ciſed, 1 Cor. 7. 18, And that circumciſion is 
nothing. — And yer to the Galatians he 
maketh ſuch a buſineſs thereof, as though 
Chriſt ſhould profit a man nothing that 
was Circumciſcd ; and more to this purpoſe 
do they ſpeak there concerning the Apoſile, 
which for brevities ſake 1 forbear to men- 
tion at large. That that is to be noted in 


the paſſage, is how contemptuouſly they 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak of the holy Apoliile. in.theſe- words. 
[moketh ſuch a buſineſs thereof }, their words 
being ſpoken in a way of contempt of him 
and of his words. Surely well might the 
Apoſtle ſay to the Galatians, as he did con- 
cerning the legal preachers in his day, Gol. 
4-17, (of whom theſe men are imitators) 
they zZealouſly affet you, bur not wellz yea, 
they would exclude us (as it may be read), 
that you might afte& them, And fo would 
theſe men have done, if polhbly they could, 
x their words and actions did clearly ſhew. 
We read alſo in Ewſebixe Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 
ty, lib. 3. chap. 24, of the Ebionites, who 
Euſebixs noteth to have obſerved the Fewiſh- 
Sabbath ( as he calleth ic ), and other Cere- 
monies of the Law: That they rejeQqed the 


Epiſtles of, Pax, accuſing him that he fell - 


from the Law : fo that earlier ot laters no 
better hath it fared with the holy Apcftle 
and his Writings, than'to be contemned and 
rjeRed by mcn of this Complexion z yea, 
the Lord” Jeſus himſelf now ſpeeds no ber- 
ter, nor the Writings of the Evangeliſts, 
that give an account of his Life and Mira- 
cles, as is manifeſt amongſt us in the place 
where IT live, according to the inftance gi- 
a in this Section; 
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Nother thing that was leading to my 

£ A. leaving off this practice, as a thing 

moxe near, both as to time and operation, 
was my calling aver and fcriouſly . conſi- 
dexing the principle of moſt, if not all Sab- 
hath-keepers; Which they plead for in their 
ordinary diſcourſes, which they aſſert in 
their preaching in their Aſſemblies z which 
is alſo publiſhed in Print to. the view of the 
world, by Mr. Edward Stenuet and Mr. 
Viliam Salle rs (as I haye-ſcen)), which is 

of the penalty of death its being in force, 
tor the prophaning the Sabbath ( as they 
phraſe it). Its true, I had knowledg of this 
Principle being owned by many of chem, 
while I went on without ſcruple in the pra- 
Gice of Sabbath-keeping : yea, I had read 
Mr, Stennet's Book, Titled The ſeventh-day 
is. the Sabbath : wherein its Rated and ples 
ded, - But my foul was not fo touched in 
conkderation of the thing, as it hath been 
ſince I came under ſcruples concerning, it, 
And I folemnly profeſs, I cannot but won- 
der how any man, having any, even the 
leaſt fear of God before his eyes, or upon 


his hearty ſhould give any, even the leaſt cn- 
eextainment 
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ttrtaiiiment to ſuch a'difperate and fangui- 
nary Principle. For verily cthreatnings and 
ſlaughters are breathed forth in it, againſt 
the Diſciples of the Lord Jeſus; as ever they 
vw Wl were by Saul, Ar 9. t. 

ng Now in that Mr, Stennet hath | ſpoken 
foriewhat particularly concerning the ching, 


= udg it meet to confider what he hath of- 
{red in the caſe 2+ and in that he hath prin- 


ted arid publiſhed his Notion to the world, 
* 0. he cannot think it much (1 judg) for any 
{0t6 ds, 'Atid in that it had a great infla« 


= the upon my fpirit, and was fo leading to 
dl ty leaving off the praRice of this Sabbath- 


keeping, as it was, it will not be thoughe 
I" I} thuch by confiderate men ( Tjudg) if 1 do 
touch upon it, though I acknowledg it to be 
i unpleaſant Rring, &c. wherein as occa- 
am, Nl fior offers it ſelf; 1 ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat al- 
oor {6 to what Mr. Sellers offers touching the 
rea Wl faie thing. And I ſhall begin with that 
-04) YN notable {ſpeculation of Mr. Stennets; pag. 

"" Wl 50, of the forementioned Book, where he 
d in hith; That all the Ten Commandments had the 
been penalty of death annexed to them to be inflicted 
p I: Wl bythe Magiſtrate, which Che (aith) is an evj- 


ye dnt diftinilion between moral Laws and Laws 
a te Ceremonial: for there is not (he ſaith) one Cere- 
mw mal Law that bath the penalty of death np- 


" it to be inflited -by the Magiſtrate. And 
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pag. 53, he faith, In that the Sabbath bath 
the ſame penalty that tbe other Nine bave, it 
convincingly proves the morality of it. 

Now bc<fore I come to the matter in this 
conceit I intend more eſpecially to ſpeak to, 
I ſhall ſpeak fom-what concerning the word 
moral, that is ſo much inſiſted on by per- 
ſons of this perſwafion, who (many ofthem 
at leaſt) in their ordinary-diſcourſes, do uſe 
ie (0 much, as if they had learnt but little 
elle than the bare word moral; when as 
many in my knowledg when they have 
ſpoke-the word, have ſpoke they knew nat 
what, neither underſtanding the notion, nor 
common acceptation of the word z neither 
do their leaders (as I know of, by any thing 
they have publiſhed) offer them any help in 
this matter, though they themſelves uſe the 
word in their writings very oft, as if with 
reſpe& co their Sabbath (about which itis 
ſo much uſed), the term would prove the 
tenure, - 

Now on mature deliberation it ſeems 
ſtrange to me, that they do not ſpeak ſome- 
thing of it. Firſt, That their followers 
might not (peak (in their. ſpeaking ſo much 
of it ) they know not what, And Secondly, 
Ie were bur reaſonable, ſeeing it is nota 
Scripture - word, that they ſhould ſpeak to 
it, giving ſome account not. only of the 

- wor 
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word they uſe ſo much, but alſo for their 
aſe of the word; for many will not eaſily be 
perſwaded that they have a liberty beyond 
other men in the uſe of words in'their diſ- 
coyery of their notions. - - Third/y, For that 
they make ſuch a tir with other-men in their 
anſwering their writings about-the-uſe: of 
words, frequently concluding, that what is: 


aainſt-their Principle, is not according, to: 


the form -of ſonnd words Which form of 


ſound words, is to be pndetiioqd- of Scrip-. 
ture words. Now it is but rezſonable in” 


that they -infiſt ſo/much, upon; this wordg 


which is not a Scripture word (bit was) 


brought into. che-diſcourſes of Ghriftianity, 


by Popiſh School-men, from- the Schopls of- 


Philoſophers, and- ſome Learned. men-think 
it ha&been. well if they had never done it}; 


that they take care:to open their meaning : 


intheir ſo much ;uſing the word; + left ir 
ſhould be thought by ſome, that they: go 


about herein, to beguile through Philoſos | 


phy, &c, againſt which-Chrjſtans arercau- 
tioned, Col. 2. 8, Fowrtbly, In that, .in the 
judgment of ſome of them, it is amatter.of 
rery great. importance z;-{o great, that it is 
very dangerous to-tniſcarry about it. For 


Mr. Salers faith, (it he be in this to be; be- | 


lieved) page 45, of . his examination'of Do- 
Qer Owens Book : That men may #:well talk 
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of mire Gods than one," as of more moral Law 
then that :of the' Tor "Commandments, aud 
at fon it with be proved.” Now if -this be 
{o; there had ne&d t& be/great” heed raken 
about the uſe of the -word, and/the”apply- 
ingit to commands jun formewhat had need 
be offered by fome of them to. informthe 
lels knowing about the>word; that they 
may not mifcarry about a: matter: of ſuch 
moment -as this is now' wade tobe by" thelt 
words; and-if-it be ſo; then hath Mr: Sten- 
nee tranſgreffed' egregibully, as I ſhall ſhew 
in its m_ place, abouthis evident diſiin- 
ion, ths. # - 

.Butyec ifbe all this:of Mr. Sallere, it doth 
not appearto me to be ſodangerous 4 thing; 
for: the:: word not being a'Scripture: word, 
men have” taken the liborty 'tovenlarge; -or 
ſixeighten it 'as they' haye ſeen ground in 
theis!'own underfldndings/{o to db t:ahd yet 
herherto/ have not may that have« under- 
ſteodd'the Word as well as Mr. ' Sallers, o 
cfcemet of 'one another as concerning the 
uſe of at. {hare FT 


: Now the- word! and its: figgifieation we 
have in: our Dictionaries both» Latine-and 
Exglih, .where- we 'are told that ie-fignin®s, 
of, or- belonging'to-good mariners; or per- 
tzining to manners or behaviour, And by 
the'Learned is ſometimes confincds to the 


Preccpt: 
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Precepts of the Second Fable (as they are 
commonly called). And if we conſider froth 


whom the word was taken, (vis.) from ' 


Heathen Philoſophers, as before was noted. 
who were ignorant of the Worſhip of God, 
it cannot well be firetcht any farther. ' But 
yet if it thay be (as by many it is) applycd 
to matters relating to the Worfhip of God, 
omto which Sabbath-keepers uſually apply 
it; ch&t, riotwichffanding any ting 1 cat 
fee in' the fgnifhication of the word)-by* My. 
Sallers Veave, every Precept' giver! of 'Grd 
by Moſes to 1ſracl of old was, a moral 'Pre- 
cept © for it did belong of appertain to theix 
zoormanners to keep and obſerve all Gods 
Commandments, Statutes' and Ordinances, 
yea, even to a tach of the Tabernacle. ' And 
ſo aft iS every Precept gfvert by Teſns'Chyift 
into'kis Church and-Pebple; relatirig/ to his 
ſolemn Worſhip 3 for" it belongs or 9þfer>" 
fains to our good manners to obſttre UP 
things he hath commanded,' Mit”: $4” 
But tor the word in the preſent uſe ot it, it's 
uſually raken to fignitie all ſuch 'commands 
are accounted invatiable and perpetual, 
x being before the Law (vis, as givc 

Mount Sinai ), under the Law, 2 A 
the Law 3 being the fame 'vider thit fry 
xdminiftrations the Church hath"paiſed, 


from the beginning of the world down to 


C = Our 


- 
| : 
. | 
© 
2 FS \ 
# 0 
- : 


LC 24 ] 

our times, &*:, many accounting all the Ten 
words to be of this nature (whereas many 
others gainſay it), yet with this diſtinQion, 
that Nine of theſe words are purely moral; 
whileſt yet they account the Command. 
ment about the Sabbath, but moral poſi- 
rive, &*c. but the preſent Sabbath-keepers 
do not (as I knaw of) diſtinguiſh thus con- 
cerning it; but oft uſe the word on all oc- 
cafions, crying moral, moral : pollibly for 
this end,(many taking the word to fignific in 
a large (enſe, that that is invariable and per- 
petual,) that they might catch them thereby 
(as fiſh in an evil Net), and without ſecing 
the hook under the bait, might ſwallow 
down the Sabbath the more eabily 3 they ha- 
ving gilded and ſugred it with this word 
moral-:, when as.for all the noiſe, a principal 
ingredient is wanting, (viz.) a command 
fromthe Lord Jefus for the obſervation of it, 
concerning, which ſomewhat is ſpoken after* 
wards in the progreſs of this diſcourſe. 


LYY 


f by SECT. V, 


Fr" return,to the paſſage in Mr. Stev- 
"Hts Boak before.ſet down. That al the 


Ter Commandments bad tbe penalty. of death 
annexed to them, to be inflicted by the Magt 
ſtrate, 


om MM 3} IX ”” 4 © = Eng " 
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ſtrate wbich(as he ſaith) is an evident diftinis.. 
on between moral Laws,and Laws Ceremoniat; 
there being not one Ceremonial Law (he ſaith) 
that hath the penalty of Geath pox it to be 
inflited by the Magiſtrate : which if it be ſo 
(and ſo it muſt be, or elſe he is groſly mi- 
ſaken), then have we more moral Laws 
than the Ten Commandments, concerning ,, 
which Mr. Sallers ſaith, 'as is before ſet 
down, That men mey as well talk of more 
Gods than one, as of more moral Laws than 
the Ten Commandments : And 'then for in- 
ſtance, is that a moral Law, and ſo accor- 
ding to the judgment of Sabbath-keepers, 
an invariable and perpetual Law? given 
Exod. 19. 12, 13, where we have the Lord 
ſpeaking thus ro Moſes, the then preſent Ma» 
piltrate, And thou ſhalt ſet bowndr to the 
people. round about, ſaying, take beed to your 
ſelves that ye go not up into the Mount, or touch 
the border of it > whoſoever toucheth the Mount 
ſhall ſurely be ftoned, or (hot throughz whether 
it be man or beaſt it ſhall not live. 

1, That this was the penalty of Death, 
the word evinceth. 

2, That it was to he inflicted by the M1- - 
piſtrate, is evident by the words, ſhall ſurely 
be put to death, words frequently uſed 
in that reſpe&t, Exod.21. 15, 16,17. & 22, 
19, Levit, 20. 2,9, 10, 13, 13, & 24. 16,17, 
21, 


(26 ) 
2 1,” For when death by the hand of God is 
ified; it is ſo frequently in theſe words, 

Shall even bu ent off from his people, Exod, 
30. 33, 38. Lev, 7.20, 21, 25. 27, and 
17. 4, 9, By theſe words alſo ir is mani- 
feſt, that it is death, to be inflied' by, or at 
the command of the” Magiſtrate, Shall be 
ſtoned; &c, See Lev; 20. 20, 27, and 24. 14, 
I6, 23. Dent. 13.9,10,and 27.5, 6. The 
very: penalty to de inflicted by che Magyi- 
ftrate, or at his command upon the Sabbath. 
breaker, Nam. 15. 35, 36, and that for gs 
zhering ſticks, verſ. 32, which; as may be 
noted by the way,'may give great occaſion 
to ſuch as now pretend 'to'keep this Sabbath 
to look-ro themſelves; who, :fonje of them 
work weekly, 'as hath been made to'appear, 
while'othersof them pretend ro'keep the Sc- 
venth-daysSabbathzand they again, the other 
work'while'rhe former pretend” to ke ep the 
Seventt-days Sabbath. Ant this is done by 
theny-after many reafonings berween'them a- 
bout it;ſo that neither earypectend ignorance 
concerning the -pratiice of- the other. 

Now upon Mr. Stentlets difcourſe it 
roundly fofows:: -Fitfty thar the Law above 
recited, is'a- moral *Law. ' Secondly, that 
cherefore we have mbre more Laws than 
the Ten-CommanAa4ments, -and therefore ac- 
cording to Mr. Salers judgment he is guiley 


of —— 
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s W& And Thirdly, chat" there are'Le- 
s Wi! holy places,” as well as' Legat holy-days* 
l 


(though the Peper Fr En 
d, and not yet again by Thomas Tillam and” 
his confederates re-builded), which as' it” 
interferes with ,what the Lord Jeſus faith 
of holy places, Fohn 4. 21,23, 24, ſo doth 

<e-difcourſe with what Mr. Salers faith 

oftnoral E2ws.: . 


me, though'T have inſpected. it catefully, 


+ Wihar about this {aid penafty, Mr. Salers. 
ve Moth agree with Mr, Szennct, though he be. 
n Mplcading for hirn, and for' the penalty. in hys 
th {book Fitled The Seventh-diy Sabbath no 


(mremony\, page 8, 9. For Mr. Stennet 
tells us, in the evid" ut diſtinfion between 
Moral and Ceremonial Laws is, that the pe- 


ud that ths Sabbath having tht ſame penal 
ty that the other Nine have, it convincingly 
moves the morality of it. Mr. Salers, faith, 
That'"thongh the Law of penalties (as he phra- 
ſh it) AF remains, yet mot as 4, part of the 


it Wicw, avitÞer yer © naturally. ſubjoyned with 
ve Woem, firas if theſe ſhould fall; the Ten cauld 
at Wt fund; To whictrl teply, It the Law of.,: 
an ſrraltics bzHyot naturally fabjoyned with .-. 
c- Ws Ten'wbrds and it theſe may ſtand » 
ly Without che-penalties, 'then how are theſe. 


penal. 


*But" to! proceed,” It dorh not appear to” 


wlty of death is annexed to the miral Laws, - 
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penalties the evident diſtinQion of the mo. 
rality of the Ten words ? and how dothey 
convincingly prove their morality? To 
make theſe things hang together in good 
order, will require the $kill of both theſe 
men. 

May that, that is the evident diſtinQion 
between Moral and Ceremonial Laws, fall? 
may that» that convincingly proves the mo- 
rality of a Law, fall 3 and yet that Law asa 
moral Law fiand? this to me is meer 
canting, and Ijudg it will not cafily be un+ 
derftood by men unbyaſſed, of as good ca- 
pacities as Mr. Stennes or Mr. Salers. 

I had verily thought, whatever had been 
an evident diſtinQion of the morality of a 
Law, and had convincingly proved its mo- 
rality , had been ſo naturally ſubjoyned 
with that Law, that it muſt have ſtood with 
itz and that it had been ſo a part of it, as 
that while this moral Law had continued 
the evident diftin@ion of it from a Law Ce- 
remonial, that that convincingly proved 
its morality. muſt have ſtood with it. 

And if it be not ſo (as we are now in- 
formed it is not), then by a juſt conſequence 
it will follow, that. if ſuch a Law be in force 
before the evident diftintion, &c. before 
that that convincingly proves its morality 


be added to it, then this moral Law beſqee 
{uc 
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fch addition, was but a Ceremonial Law: 
and if again, this evident diſtinQion, &e:; 
hould fall, then this Ceremonial Law, which 
by the addition of this evident diſtintion 
ws made a moral Law, may without its 
evident diftinQtion become . a ceremonial 
Law again. 

And upon the whole of the Diſcourſe, 
this will follow by a juſt proportion, as 
touching the Sabbath in queſtion, accord- 
ing to theſe mens judgment, and Scripture- 
Records, That the Sabbath from the crea- 
tion of the World, till after the Law was 
given from the Mount Sinai, was but a 
ceremony. For their judgment is, That 
the Sabbath was inſtituted in Paradice: 
And we read not of this evident Difſtin- 
Qion, as added to it, till after the Law 
was given to Iſrael from the Mount $i- 
wi, which is accounted by many to be 
above Two thouſand years. 
$0 that all this whilegthisLaw of theSabbath 
(if at leaft there were a Law for it all this 
while) wanted its evident Diſtin@ion, &c. 
wanted that that convincingly proved its 
morality, And many wiſe, ſober, pious and 
peaceable Chriftians do judg, it will want its 
evident Diſtin&tion of a moral ' Law, That 
that may convincingly prove its morality, 
from this time to the end of the world. 
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As ( for ought I can undexſiand ) it hath 
ever fince Chriſts time ( which is above 
Sixteen hundred years ) 'in the Chriſtian 
Church: So that- though the Womin 
Fobn (aw, mentioned Kev, :17. 6, wa; 
drunken- with the blood of the Martyrs of 
Jeſus z yet have IT not read of any, whoſe 
blood was :poured out for not keeping cf 
this Sabbath. 

Bat yet it this evident DiſtinRion ſhould 
be brought in, men will be convincingly 
taught its morality ; And will be made to 
learn with a witneſs, the obſervation of 
this Sabbath. . By this evident DiſtinQion, 
by this that: ſo convincingly will. prove its 
morality, men. will be taught ({ as Gidem 
taught the men of Szceorh, by the Thorns 
and Briars of the Wilderneſs, Fndg. 8.16.) 
the obſervation of: this Sabbath ; That if 
Gods people will not keep this Sabbath 
here, they ſhall be Sent into another World 
to keep a Sabbath there. Concerning 
which, if Pb4/. 1. 21, be but ſcriouſly cor- 
ſidered and dwelt vpon, how that #0/ live 
is Chrift, but to die 45 gain, it will ſweetly 
calm the ſpirit. So that the Chriftian will 


fay, as Pawl, AQ. 20. 24, But none of theſi 


. 


things move me, &c. 
But Mr. Stemnet and Mr. Salers, both of 
them tell us ( if we may btlicve them), 
That 
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That the Apoſile Pal confirms all the pe- 
nalties of the Ten Commandments, 1 Tan, 
1$,9. Which yet if the Reader mark well 
the place, he will not find to be true, 
For the Apoſtle doth not ſo much as men» 
tion the Sabbath there, much leſs the pe+ 
nalty : neither can any ſuch thing be ga- 
thered from the place. For though the 
word Prophane be in the Text, unto which 
it's like they have reſpe&; yet doth it not 
follow, that the Apoſile means Sabbath pro- 
phanation : For we read of Prophaneſs in 
the Law, in other reſpe&ts befides thar, 
Levit, 18. 21, and 19. 12, yea, prophane- 
refs to be puniſhed with death, 'Levit, 20. 
2, Z» So that the word prophane in the 
Text, proves not what thoſe men would 
infer from it, ( viz, )) the penalty of Death 


its being in force, as being confirmed by . 


the Apoſtle with reference to their Sabbath, 
And if the 11th verſe be but couſidered, 
we ſhall fiad the Apoſtle there reſtraining 
the matter diſcourfed upon, to the things 
contrary to found DeRtrine, according to 
the Goſpel of the blcfſed God, committed 
to his truſt, So that their Sabbath muſt 
de proved to be of that complexion , or 
is all that's ſaid, will amounc co juſt no- 
hing, to ſatisfie ſuch as arc refolved tg 
alk by that rule 3 which will be found to 

be 
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be a difficult task, -let who will undertake 
it, But before I paſs further on, 1 (hall 
mind a paſſage of Mr, Sallrs in this re 
ſpe, pag.g, of his Seventh-day Sabbath no 
Ceremony; which here I (hall but briefly touch 
upon., becauſe I ſhall have occaſion again 
to mention it: And *is this: - For owr xg 
executing the penalty of death, ( faith he ) 
if we were Magiſtrates , and yet Sabbath. 
keepers, you may ſee our warrant, Nehem, 12, 
I5, to the 21 verſe. And this is brought 
in, in the midſt of his Diſcourſe of the 
penalty of death, its being in force now 
in Goſpel times, upon the acconnt of the 
Prophaning the Sabbath (as they Rtile it). 
As if the penalty could be in force from 
PauPs words, 1 Tim. 1. 9, 10. And yet 
that Text of Scripture, Nebem. 13, &c, bca 
warrant that Magiſtrates ſhould not put to 
death ſuch as prophane it,” &c. This holds 
together like a rope of Sand ; or like Mr. 
Salers pebble Stones in a Halter, he ſpeaks 
of in his examination of Dr, Owens Book, 
Page the 6th. And he that can reconcile 
theſe ſayings amongſt them , ſhall be ac- 
counted a man of rare endowments indeed : 
And it needs not much to be feared, what Y; 
he ſhall venture upon, but that it will be 
brought to ſome iflue or other, earlier or 


later, 
SECT. 


Mncile 
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SECT. VI. 


u TT though Mr. Stexnet pleads for the 

penalty's being in force , yer, in that 
they do not execute it, he would not have 
perſons think there is no reaſon for it ; 
And therefore he gives ſome reaſons for it, 
pag. 52 of his Book forementioned; And 
the firſt is, becauſe they ate no Magiltrates ; 
whoſe work alone it is ( he faith) to do 
it, To which 1 reply, That diſſenting 
Chriſtians may hereby ſee to whom they 
ſtand obliged for the preſervation of their 
lives, even unto God, and his wiſe and 
gracious providential dealings z who keeps 
power and rule out of theſe mens hands. 
At preſent we are liable to the loſs of our 
goods, for our diſſenting from the preſent 
conſtitution in ſome religious obſervations 3 
But were theſe men Magiſtrates, our lives 
would lie at ſtake, as Mr. Stennet hitnſelf 
tells us. ; 

The preſent generation chaſtize us with 
Whips for our diſſenting 3 but were theſe 
men Magiſtrates,they would chaſtize us with 
Xorpions : So that by how much the life 
Is more” than meat, and the | body than 
niment, Matt. 6. 25, fo is the preſent per- 

cution lighter than theirs would be. 

nd therefore diſſenting Chriſtians have 
ground 
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ground to pray, From ſuch Magiſtrates good 
Lord deliver us. 

Now if what was minded before from 
Mr. Sellers, ſhould be infiſted on in this 
reſpe&z That for their not executing the 
penalty of death, if they were Magiſtrates, 
and yet Sabbath-keepers z we may ſee their 
warrant, Nehem. 13. I anſwer, that this 
cannot be judged by any that are unbya{- 
fed, to be any other than a ſhift to ſerve 
the preſent turp 3 in that the timgs do not 
fayour them, nor their notion. For he af- 
firms the penalty ta be in' force, as well 
as Mr. Steynet, and infifts upon 1 Tim. 1, 
9, 10, to prove it by, page 9, of his Se- 
venth-day Sabbath no Ceremony : So that 
what he offers, cannot be looked upon 4- 
ny otherways than a ſbift, as I ſaid before. 
And it is 2 plain contradiQion of himſelf, 
as well ag of Mr, Stennet, who faith, That 
the true reaſon why they do not execute 
the penalty, is, becauſe they are not Ma- 
giſtrates, whoſe work alone (he faith) it is 
to do it, as is minded alſo before, Now 
if Nebem. 13, &c. be a warrant not to ex- 
ecute the penalty, then ſo it was before 
the Apoſile Peyl writ his Epiſtle to Time- 
thy, which yet was about Sixteen hundred 
years 4g04 as alſo it was before Mr, Stcv- 


nets Book was Printed in 1664, or Mr, 
Salleri's 
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Sallers*s in 1667; in both which Books 
the penalty is ſtated, as to be in force, not- 
withſtanding the warrant of Nebem. 13. 
&c. | 

Bat if the plea of wilful offenders, and 
of fin of ignorance, as Mr. Stennet ſpeaks 
of,and of a day of ignorance when things arc 
out of courſe, as My. Sallers fpeaks of, 
ſhould here be ſtood upon, it will ſerve to 
no purpoſe 3 for what in their judgment 
s requiſite to make up this wilfulneſs, &c. 
is not once minded. And if they muſt give 
judgment in the caſe (as they muſt, or 
elic all will falt to the ground ) then it 
may be diſcerned by what is pleaded al- 
mady in this behalf, what ſentence will be 
given, which is, as in fo many wouds we 
are told by Mr. Srtenxet, That the lives of 
perſons will he at ftake; which paſſage is 
ipoken to afterwards, as alſo ſomething 
more of this talk of ignorance. 

And for what is infinuated from Nehezr. 
13,. as it the perſons there minded were 
lgnozant, ( as that muft be infinuated by 
Mr, Salers, or clſe the quoting the place 
s impertinent) whence it was, the penalty 
was. not executed upon them : And as it 
therefage , were they Magiſtrates, they 
ſhoyld: -not. execute it upon fuch perſons, 
ity clear contraxy to the Scxipture; For it's 
D 2 ſaid, 
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ſaid, Nehem. 13.15, In thoſe days Nehemi- 
ab ſaw in Judah, ſome treading wine-preſ. 
ſes on the ſabbath, and bringing in ſheaves, 
and laling Aſſes, &c. And theſe he (aw, 
were of Judah, verſ. 17, 18. So that they 
were perſons well acquainted with the Sib. 
bath, and ſuch doubtleſs that had kept it, 
even as their Fathers had for many genc- 
rations (before. 

So that if the Apoſile have confirmed 
the penalty, 1 Tim. 1.9, 10, Then this of Þ 
Nebemiab cannot be a warrant not to exe- 


cute itz orif this be a. warrant, then hath W « 
not the Apoſtle confirmed it ; or it the WM re 
Apoſtle hath confirmed the penalty , and IF (6, 
this of Nehemiah be a warrant not to exe- WW in; 
cute it, &c, Then by theſe mens princi- W ho 
ples it follows, That Nehemiah and Paul WI nm; 
are at odds, which is dangerous to con- I 25 
clude: For it is to charge contradictions | be 
upon the ſervants of 'the Lord , in their WW qu: 
writing the Scriptures of Truth, Yea, ſ wh 
moreover, it would follow on theſe no-M 1 
tions, That the Apoſtle who was a man of or 

peace, and preached the Goſpel of peace, I ed 

and exhorted the People of God to tollow F it x 
after the things that make for peace, Rom. El (ict 
14, was a man ſanguinary in his principles: © wh 
For he that would nct have Chrittians judg I thei 
one another about meats and days, Rom J pref 


I4, 


S-- 


Q 
ſ- 14, 1, 2,3, 4,5, 6, 13, would not that they 
;, W ſhould rake away the lives of one another 
v, MW about ſuch ſhadowy things. 
q 
= —— any 
t, SECT, VIL. 
- 
Now come to Mr. Stennets ſecond Rea- 
ed ſon, which ruas thus 3 becauſe the light 
of MW of the Sabbath ( he faith') is bur newly 
ce- W ſprung, fo that moſt people are ignorant 
th WW of it, and fo the penalty of death doth not 
the W reach them, cc. But now to me this rea- 
od WF fon ſeerns ſuperfluous; for if they, cannot 
xe- WT inflict the penalty till they are Magiſtrates, 
ci» W how doth he know bat that ſo much time 
aul WW might. pals over them, ere they were ſuch 
on- W 25 might ſerve in the caſe? And it hid 
ons WW been well done of the Author to have ac-> 
cit WO quainted us (if at 15ſt he knows himfelt) 
fea, WO what time might ſuffice in this reſpett. * 
no- W 1: either derermined. in the Scrjptore, 
n of MW or left to human prudence 3 if determin- 
ace, Wed in- Scripture, it might be well to have 
low Wit made known by ſuch as caa tell, ifg,any 
om W ſuch there be, that perſuns may know 
les: © whereabouts they be, as to the forfeit of 
udg W their lives, that ſo they may know *their 
come preſent work, &c. | 
14. If it be lett to human pudence: (viz) 


D 3 to 
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to the prudence of Sabbath-keepers, then 
they mult agree better about it than they 
do about the beginning and ending of 
their Sabbath, or elſe diſſenting Chriſtians 
may- b2 like to eſcape the vengeance. 
And it the prudence of others ſhould* 


be taken in, in a conſideration of this mat- » 


ter, it may pollibly be thought no prudence 
at all to take away the lives of any for 
not keeping their Sabbath. It may pollibly 
be thought to be no more prudence that 
any. ſhould die for denying their Sabbath, 
than that they ſhould die for denying the 
Sacrament of che Altar. 

But Mr. Stennet further tells us, that they 
ean_ but reprove, withdraw trom, and re 
je& thoſe that wiltully profane the Sabbath; 
bue the penalty they will leave to the en- 
lightened Magiſtrates, at which time ( he 
faith ) there will be wery few, if any Sab- 
bath-breakers for if men C faith he) that 
hold every day alike, can conſtantly keep 
the Firſt day that hath no penalty upon it, 
but the forfeiture of a little money 3 what 
will they do when their lives hall lyc 
at ſtake? To the which moſt deſperate 
and ſanguinary dictate, I ſhall return a brict 
anſwer, and ſo paſs on, contenting my (lt 


with theſe few remarks at preſent, thous! 3 


rguch more might here be ſpoken, , 
An 
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And I ſay, if to reprove, withdraw from 
and reject, be all-that they can do, then is 
the matter at an end. For though its ſaid 
they will Jeave it to the enlightened Magji- 
ſtrate, ( as he calls him ) yet this will not 
help at all: For the Magiſtrate muſt be a 
$abbath-keeper, or he muſt not; and if a 
Sabbath-keeper ( as how ſhould he be an 
enlightened one in their judgment elſe? ) 
Then have not Sabbath-keepers done all, 
when they have rejeed, &c. For the Ma- 
giltrate muſt execute the penalty, our Au- 
thor tells us *tis his work to do it. And 
if the Magiſtrate be no Sabbath-keeper, ic 
cannot be thought that he will do this 
drudgery, or be their ſlaughter-man in ex- 
ecuting the penalty on ſuch as do not keep 
their Sabbath, ſeeing he doth not keep it 
himſelf., | 

But now if this (ſo called) enlightencd 
Magiſtrate, inſtead of being an enlightened, 
and indeed ſhould be found to be a blind 
one, as being gone back from Jeſus Chriſt 
the true light, to Moſes with his Vail, and 
therefote cannot look to the end of that 
which is aboliſhed, 2 Cor. 3.6, 7,8, 11,12, 
13z14. Andif this work cut out for him 
ſo long before, of killing perſons for dil- 
s ſenting about a religious obſervance, ( as 
this is lookt upon by Sabbath-keepers to 
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be) be fqund to be inſtead of the. work 
of God, the work of Satan and Antichii(, 
then will the account be fad that they mul 
give in the day of the Lprd Jeſus. 
| And furely if the Goſpel of peace be 
ſearcht, it will be found tb be no other- 
ways, Rev. 1.10, and 47.6, For though 
a Magiſtrate may take cogniſance of Mur- 
der, Theft, &c. that therefore it concerns 
him to intermeddle in matters rclating 
to the worſhip of God z becauſe he may 
take cogniſance of things civil, of things 
that relate to publick peace and tranquilli- 
ty, that theretore he may of things facred, 
of things relating to the worſhip of God; 
and that he may proceed fo far, as to put 
to death ſuch as difſent, and ſuch as diſſ-nt 
about time; which by the moſt of Chriſti- 
ans, (if riot all) is accounted to be but a 
circumſtance, and not of the ſubſiance of 
worſhjp3 is ſuch a conſequence that will 
ask time and $kill to make good. And 1 
think it but reaſonable for ſuch as ſhall 
attempt it, not only to anſwer theſe Scrip- 
tures, Pſ21. 72.7, 13, 14. Iſa. 9.6, 7, and 
Ir. 9. Luk. 9.53, 54,55, 56, and 22. 255 
26. Gal. 4.29, and others of like import ; 
But alſo thoſe many. excellent tracts, writ- 
ten by Chriſtians palſhing under ſeveral de- 
nomination*, aſſertirg and pleading with 
great 
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great evidence for liberty of Conſcience, 

And this js very remarkable of our Au- 
thor in this paſſage, That they can but 
reprove, &7. , (That is as a Church as he 
intends) the penalty they will leave to the 
enlightened Magiltrate, &c. That he ſpeaks 
the very ſame thing in other words, the 
Papiſts ſpake concerning their putting the 
Martyrs to death in the Marian days; for 
they as a Church did but reprove and re- 
j&, (and degrade ſuch as were Minifters ) 
and then turned them over to the ſecular 
power, that is the Magiſtrate, and then he 
put them to death- So that the thing 15 
the fame, only varied in words, one will 
ave it to the Magiſtrate, the other turned 
it over to the ſccular. power, _ 

So that by-comparing it together, we 
may know its extract, we may know the 
hre of this diſmal Tooke child,  putring to 
death about, and for diſl.nting in Religi- 
ous obſervances in the time ot the Golpcl 
of loye and peace. And whereas it's faid, 
they can but. reprove and rejca, &c, the 
penalty. they will leave to the enlightened 
Magiſtrate 3 and that it is his work alone 
to do it; The notion is forraign to the 
Text, where putting to death is mcntion-= 
ed, Nenb. 15,35.36.. Foy there we read 
that the Lord ſaid unto Moles, The man 

all 
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ſhall ſurely be put to death , all the congregs. 
tion ſhall flone him with ſtones without the 
camp. And all the cougregation brought hin 
without the catip, aud ſtoned bim with ſtones, 
and be died as the Lord commanded Moſes, 

So that the congregation (and this con- 
gregation was the Church, Ad. 7. 38.) did 
execute the penalty- The Magifirate did 
but declare the ſentence, or it he caſt ; 
ſtone, as another member might do, that 
was all, for ought we can underſtand by 
the place : So far is it off from being his 
work alone, &e, 

And for the talk of repentance by the 
Author or any other, as it means were to 
be uſed in order thereto before the exe- 
cution, it is but talk at random ; (as the 
caſe of any, may anſwer the caſe of the 
man at leaſt, mentioned Nzmb, 15.) Fo 
there is never a word of ſuch an offer ti 
him upon the account of gathering ſticks 
before his execution. And the Divine Au- 
thor to the Hebrews tells us, Heb. 10, 28,Mi 
That be that deſpiſed Moſes law, dicd with 
ont mercy under two or three witneſſes. $0 
that we read not of an offer to repentance 
in the caſez and the offer to repentanc 
or acceptance upon it, comes in the way di 
another Covenant, than the Covenant fron 
the Mount Sinaz z, which the Apoſile _ 

tells 
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tells us, Gal, 4. 24, genders to bondage. 

And in that it is faid, as hath been al- 
rady minded, that in the time of ſuch Ma- 
piltrates, - there will be very few, if any 
abbath-breakers, For it men that hold 
every day alike, can conſtantly keep the firſt 
lay that hath no penalty upon it, but the 
forfeiture of a little Money 3 what will they 
do when their lives ſhall lie at ſtake? As 
t gives us to underſtand, firſt the firength 
of the fancy of the Author; ſo ſecondly, 
who are eficemed Sabbath-breakers; Not 
only ſuch as having kept this Sabbath, and 
gain have left off ſo to do; but others al- 
{, even ſach as never owned it: and it's 
kid, their lives will lie at ſtake, &c. In 
which words the Author hath ſpoken outs 
The Word is indeed a home word, and 
perſons have no need to complain for want 
of information concerning the principle and 
iatendment of theſe men, 

And if the aſſerting he penalty its being 
in force be interpreted according to their 
principle (- as righteouſly it may be ) 
that its the duty -of all men to keep this 


Sabbath; then have not only Chriſtians, 


but Mihumetans, and Pagans alſo, need to 


look about them3 for if they ſhall not bes» 


come Sabbath-keepers, when theſe men be- 
come M giſtrates at leaſt, the penalty will 
reach 
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reach them. And hence it may be gueſſ: 
at for the preſent alſo, what full imploy 
ment theſe Magiſtrates will have when ve 
ſted in their othcez' for if it be but con 
fidered how many did ſuffer 'in the Mariay 
days, and in times before, and now doup 
and down in the world, for not prac. 
ing in things eſteemed facred , otherways 
than in their Conſciences they are p:rſwad- 
ed they ought to doy and is the will of 
God they thauld : It cannot be once ime 
gined, but that hundreds and thouſand; 
roo of: men in the world, will rather ſuffer 
than fin againlt their Conſciences 3 and fo 
make work for theſe new Magiſtrates. 

But if men ſhould keep this Sabbath, a 
the Author inſinuates ſome do the fii(t day, 
for fear of its penalty z what great ad: 
vantage will it be to him or them ? is out- 
ward conformity all? Are we come no fur- 
+ ther yet ? If men are otherways perſwaded, 
and yet ſhall practice for fear of the penal- 
ty, what will it amount to, as to their pro- 
ft,-or the ſatisfaction” of others, at 1 aft 
ſuch as 'are ſpiritual? | 

And if men ſhould for fear of this kil- 
ing penalty, practice the thing, being other- 
ways perſwaded, and be quiet a whilez 
yet it cannot be thought it ſhould laſt long: 


For (ſuch a condition would be found t0 
be 
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be a very uneafie condition 3 and it may 
pollibly make men ready on every occaſion, 
to endeavour to ſet themſelves at liberty, 
and fo give diſturbance to this new State, 
ind pothbly to ſeek revenge of their Task- 
malters : But if they ſhould continue peace. 


able in the practice, yet what hath the | y- 
pocrite gained, when God hall cake away . 


his Soul ? Fob 27. $, 

And though the Author both before and 
after talks ot ignorance, as it that might 
excuſe ſome; yet (as I have ſaid already 
to the ſame talk) I take this to be but a 
(hife to ſerve for the preſent, in that they 
have not the opportunity z for who ſhall 
be accounted ignorant, and for how long, 
isnot ſo much, as whiſpered here : and they 
themſelves muſt give judgment in the caſe, 
5 I have minded once and agiin, or elſe 
all will fall to the ground 3 fo that indeed 
this talk of ignorance, &z, is but meer talk, 
and is not worth a ruſh. And what means 
they can uſe to inform perſons other than 
they have doae, I cannot cl}, except the 
executing the- penalty on ſome, as a warn- 
ing to the reſt of the World : For now 
they practice it , and in their aſſembſies 
Preach it, (and the penalty to, as that it 
isin force, as the penalty againfi murder is), 
And they do ordinarily diſpute tor it 3 yea, 

have 
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have held publick diſputes for it in the Me. 
tropolis of the Nation; yea, have in Print 
appealed to that that was ſornctime the ſy. 
pream power of the Nation 3 and longer 
have their Books been abroad in the World, 
then was the time from 1/rgelt coming out 
of Egypt, (after which and upan the ac- 
count of which, the Sabbath was given to 
them, Dent. 5. 15.) co the time the man 
was ftoned that gathered ticks on the day, 
as might be made to appear it need did re 
quire:$o that what they 'can do more,cannet 
calily be perceived: 


——__ —_ 


SECT. VIE 


OW from all chat hath been aid, 1 
appeal to the Conſcience of the unby- 

afſed and impartial Reader , whether the 
things minded, and hitherto infifted on, 
might not well ſerve, and be as leading to 
my leaving of this practice, which is a 
much as 1 lay upon it. And indeed, as the 
{ad Apoſtafic of the Sabbath-keeper before 
minded, of all other things that ſhewed 
forth it ſelf before to my fight or knowledg, 
made deep impreſſions upon my Soul, occa- 
fioning more than ordinaryAorrow of heart: 
Soal(o hath their pleading for thePenalcy its 

| being 
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Me- Whcing in force, and the afferting the lives 
int Wf perſons would lie at ſtake, (it they were 


fu- Magiltrates) for their not cloſing in with | 


ger Wikis practice 3 not upon my own account, 
rd, Wihough 1 know I am nearly concerned; for 
out Wi profeſs in fincerity, That were I now to 
«c- Whe called in queſtion for the thing, I could 
| tO Wirillingly, (and I have good hope, I ſhould 
ke inabled by the Lord Jeſus freely to) ſa- 
aikce my life in a teſtimony againſt the pra- 
dice. But this hath, and ill doth affli& 
me ſore, That perfons pretending to ſo 
nuch of Religion, ſhould not only enter- 
ain, but publiſh to the World ſuch ſangyui- 
nary notions 2 That notions more fangui- 
(that I know of) are not in the Pa- 


pacy- | 
» I' And 1 cannot but remark the ſaying of 
by- i worthy perſon in a piece lately Printed, 


itled, Truth and Innocence vindicated ; 
join page 171, fpeaks thus, with reſpe& 
d Magiſtrates, When the Magiſtrate (faith 
ie) bath an arm like God, and can thunder 
th @& voice like him : when he judgeth not 
the fight of bis eyes, nor reproveth after 
be bearing of bis ears : when he can ſmite 


iz, Whe earth with the rod of bis mouth, aud ſlay 
ct» We wicked with the breath of his lips: when 
ns Wo i# conſtitated a judg of the faith, repent- 
ws 


we, ond obedience of men, and of their ef. 
ficacy 
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ficacy in their tendency unto the pleaſing » 
God here, and the enjoyment of bim hereafter 
when ſpiritmal things in order to their eter 
nal iſſues and effefts, are made ſubjet un 
bim, in brief ( (aith he) when be u Chrif 
let bim a as Cyriſt, or rather moſt unlilg 
him, aud guide the Conſciences of men by Rads 
Axes and Halters, (and by ftoning fay] 
wherennto alone bis power can reach; wh 
in the mean time bave au expreſs command 
from the Lord Chriſt bimſelf, not to have thii 
Conſciences influenced in the leaft by the cn 
faeration of theſe things. 

And the ſame Author ſpeaking of the af. 
fAiiftions and perſecutions ſet a foot by men 
againſt thoſe .that diſſent from them up 
and down in the world, in page 147, faith, 
That notbing is required, but being upermilt 
to make a difference, This is that (faith he) 
that hath turned Chriſtendom into. a ſhambles ; 
whileſt every prevailing party bath judges it 
their duty and intereſt to deſtroy them tht 
do diſſint from them, Thus far he, as if he 
had been ſpeaking to the Reaſon - given, 
why Sabbath-kecepers do not in- this day in- 
flit the penalty of. death on. thoſe that 
prophane' it, which is, as we are told, be- 
cauſe they are not Magiltrates. 

Therefore I adviſe all- perſons to fiand 
clear, and keep off from this -principle and 

pra 
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pracice of this their Sabbath-keeping, ſee- 
ing it doth inevitably caſt perſons upon fuch 
ſavguinary. principles for thoſe that follow 
the conduct of their principle, are led thus 
far at leaſt, the ſame ground beiog for the 
one, (viz. the penalty) as there is for the 
vther, (viz. the Sabbath: ) 

Its true, That at firſt if my eyes had been 
open, 1 might have ſeen that trom Tillam, 
Pooly, Skipp and their confederates, which 
might have made me to have relirquiſhed 
the thing, conſidering what it led them 
unto yea, it 1 had but circumſpectly con- 
fidered, as I ought to have done, the prin* 
ciples and praQtiles of others, that yet in 
all chings did not comport with them, who 
are no ſmall ones neither, in the eſteem of 
Sabbath keepers, it might have put me to 
a ſtand in retpe& of the pru&.ce, For a de- 
tying to eat Swines ficſh, to marr the corn- 
ers of the Beard, to wear a garment of Lin- 
nen and Woollen and dther things of alike 
nature, ſhewed forth it ſelf; as the direct 
tendency of this pra&tice. And indeed how 
it ſhould be ctherways- with perſcns of this 
perſwafion I cannot difcetn, if at laſt they 
follow the condud of their principle ( as 
L.faid before); for theſe things are as ex- 
preſs and plain in the Law, wience the 
mule for this Szbbath keering 13 taken, as 

| F, the 
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the Sabbath 'it ſelf. The ground is the 
ſame for the one, as for the other; they are 
all alike legal, and of, and belonging to the 
tirſt or old Covenant or Teſtament, and 
from whence they are taken, thither they 
lead back again, as by ſad experience is 
known here ( however it is otherwhere ) 
as in the inſtance before minded is evident; 
So that the praGice is dangerous, 

I have oft-times been ſet upon by Sab- 
bath-keepers ſince I left off the pradtice, in 
this reſpe&; That ſceing I came under 
{cruples as touching the praQtice, why I did 
not- make into ſome of them, for reſolution 
in the caſe, before I left off the praftice. 
To whom I have anſwered, That neither 
was I then ſatisfied fo to do, nor ſhould 
I do ſo now, were it yet to be done; for 
firſt, T had long praiſed it my ſelf, and 
had alſo ſpoke for it, and therefore had 
ſome knowledg of-the grounds on which 
it was practiſed. Secondly, 1 had in the 
time whilett I practiced it, converſed with 
many of them, and knew their grounds tor 
their practice, Thirdly, I had the writings 
of many of tkem by me, and ſo could, yea, 
did conlider what they had to fay for it; 
and from all, I could receive no ſatisfaQti- 
on to keep me on in the praftice. But 


when in the uſe of means proper in - 
| caſe, 


Cn] 

cafe, as I intimated before, T gave attend- 
ance upon God with care and circumſpeRi- 
on, (wherein I verily judg I was wanting, 
before, which was the occafion of my fa! 
herein ) I attained that great and good fa- 
tisfation I now through grace injoy 3 of 
the which means I (hall now procced to ſpeak 
particularly. 


_ rn” 
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HE particulars hitherto. inſiſted on, 

were theſe that were leading to my 
laving. cff this practice z ſcme of which 
were more remote, and others were more 
near, both as to time and operation 3 even 
as I mentioned in the entrance to this Dil- 
courſe. And I doubt not, but that the im- 
partial, pious, pcaccable, and ſpiritual Chri- 
tian, will conclude they will beaz the weight 
(at lealt ) that lay upon them. I there- 
tore now procecd to thoſe that were effe.ve 
of it. 

And firſt I did, as was mv duty, carneftly 
ſeek unto God, and unto' God did I com- 
mend my cauſe, as 1 was tavght in holy 
Scriptures, Fob5. 8. Luke 11. 9, 10. Phil. 
4-6, This I did privately, as the Lord, the 
ſarcher.of hearts knoweth, and ip the A(- 
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ſemblies of his people, as many of them 
know and can witneſs; 

Bur the more diligent I was herein, the 
more did my diſſatisfaction increaſe 3 for 
moſt uſually did I come off from the du- 
ty with theſe Scriptures, as (et with weight 
upon my heart, Matth.2$. 20, Mark 9. 7,8. 
Rom, 7. 4,6. 2 Cor. 3.10, 11, 13. Eph.1.32, 
Heb, 1. 1,and 12, 18, 19,222 3,24. Some- 
times ſome of theſe were ſet with weight 
upon my heartz other ſometimes, other ſome 
of them, and ſometimes others of like im- 
port, with which the holy Scriptures a- 
bound for our learning, and inſtruction. 

And with care did I turn to them, and 
weigh them ſeriouſly with my mind, ben: 
through the Grace of God ( notwith(tand- 
ing my former received notions ) to receive 
and imbrace the truth contained in them. 

Yea all thoſe that reſpe& thoſe that from a 
mong the Gentiles are turned to God, as the 
Rule of their obedijencegrelating to the ſolemn 
worſhip of Chriſt ( according to the belt 
of my underſtanding in diſtinguiſhing 
them ), did I carefully weigh and conſider: 
And upon the whole 1 could not find, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is made head over all 
things to the Church, by\whom God the 
Father ſpeaks to us in theſe laſt days, whol:*Ih 


Miniftration excels in Glory 3 who - - 
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Chriſtians husband, had given to his 
Churches any command tor the obſervation 
of this Sabbath, which is particularly ſpo- 
ken to afterwards ; and therefore with the 
mention of it, only I pals it herc. 
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HE ſecond thing was my diligent 
reading, and impartial weighing ſe- 

veral Treatiles that did diſtinly treat: of 
the matter .in queſtion 3 not haſtily con» 
cluding any thing, but taking time to com- 
pare one thing with another, and all with 
the Holy Scriptures, for the finding out of 
truth : T being about three years under ſcru- 
ples concerning the practice, before I left 
It off, as lome Sabbath-keepers knew, for 
amoit all che time + So thar before T caft 
off the praQtice, I had time, and did im- 
prove It, to ſcarch and weigh what was 
offered both for and againlt the practice. 
And of. all other writings treating of 
he ſubje&, The Exercitations of Dr, Owen 
in the Sabbath, were through the' bletling 
if God, of greateſt uſe to me © For whole 
arncd, ſober, end. pious labours in many 
ther reſpects, as wcll as in that, I d«fire 
rb heart and Soul to blefs the holy name 
E 3 of 
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of God. For next unto the Holy Scrip. 
fkures, no writings have been of that uſe to 
me, as his have, in ſeveral particulars of 
weight in the Chriſtian Religion 3 particu- 
larly concerning the Deity of the Lord [e. 
ſus Chriſt, and his being a ranſom for {in- 
ners, in his laying.down his-lite a price of 
redemption tor themz which more com- 
monly is called his' SatisfaFtion : Wherein 
he hath ſerved the Lord and his people, 
moſt of any man living, that I know 
of, 

Now whileſt T was conſidering of what 
Dr. Owen had written in that his-Book, 
there came to my hand a Book of Mr. 
Sallers's; Titled, An Examination of Dr. 
Owens Brok ; Which Book of Mr. Sallr;, 
T read and weighed diligently, being now 
under great quefſtionings concerning my 
former practice 3 But as the Apoſile Paw 
faith, Gl. 2. 6, concerning thoſe he had 
conference with at Jeruſalem, that they ad- 
ded nothing to him. So I fay touching 
that Book, it added nothing to me, for 
ſatisfaction concerning, the pradice of the 
Sabbath. Indeed if I would have taken 
ſcoffs and bitter caunts at men learned an 
godly, for their ſtating things modeſtly the 
believe to be truths, I might have rect! 
ved fall. fatisfaQtion 3 for with ſuch the Pa 

pet 
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per abounds, But this was no- way like 
to help me, who now was under great 
ſcruples, and who now began to have great 
thoughts of hearc that I had erred in this 
matter: And that I had in this particular 
left the Son for a Servant, &c. which thoughts 
as they oft times recurred, ſo they had 
more than ordinary influence upon my ſpi- 
rit, to the humbling of me: So that now 
was not a time for me to take ſuch uſages 
of men, for Arguments to prove a matter 
by. And I do indeed verily judg, that 
what Dr. Owen hath ſtated and pleaded, 
with reference , to the Sabbath, (its bein 

the reſt of the fxft, or old Covenant) ( which 
was that, that more eſpecially had an in- 
fluence upon me) is unanſwerable, &c. 


SE GT. XL 


Hirdly 1 did ſet my felf ferionily unto 

the ſearch of holy Scriptures, the judg, 

of al! our rcligious controverfries, with're- 
ſolution in the Rrength of Chriſt to own 
what ſhould be made out to me by them, 
to be the will of my dear Redeemer. And 
though 1 ſaw evidently I muſt go through 
good report and bad report 3 I being like 
tohave.all manner cf evil (almoſty ſpoken 
E 4 ol 
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of me ( a5 it hath come to paſs by ſome 
who ſometime would (almoſt) have pluck- 
ed out their cycs and given them to ine, as 
Paul ſpeaks of the Galatians who were turn- 
ed hack to-the Law, Gal, 4.15, 16, 21.) 
yet my purpoſe was to own and plead for 
what I ſhould underſtand to be my duty, 
and to diſown and implead what could 
not be proved ſo to be, though I might 
before throvgh ipadvertency have owned it, 
pleaded for it, and pradticed it. 

And in my moſt diligent ſearch, I could 
not find ( whence it followed, that I caſt 
off the. practice)- that there was any com- 
mand given by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
rhe Churches of the Gentiles, for the obſcr- 
vation of this Sabbath, or any word that 
might enforce the practice of it from hinx/ 
or -any one of his Holy Apoſtles. Net- 
ther, 

Secondly, could I find that ever any one 
ſuch Church, did keep ſo much as one fuch 
Sabbath,- much leſs, that they ſhovld ob- 
ſerve. it in their weekly returns ſuccellively, 


ut 

Thirdly, 1 obſerved, that in its being gi- 
ven to lſrael, it was given to them (as0- 
ther temporary commands were )) to be a 
| fee to them throughout 'theic ger.ecations. 
An | 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, .I obſerved that there is ſpoken 
by the Apoſtle Pax, that that might fſatis- 
he any unbyaſſed perſon, that the Churches 
of Chriſt ſhould not take up, nor run into 
this practice. | 

Now that there ſhould be a command 
from Jeſus Chriſt , T conclude is needful, 
Firſt, If we conſider the Headſhip and So- 
veraignty 'of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in, and 
over his Churches, And Secondly, It we 
conſider the dealing of God with the Church 
of the Jews about their obſerving this Sab+ 
bath. Thirdly, It we confider the eſtima- 
tion the preſent Sabbath» keepers have of it. 
And laſtly, It we conſider, that they ſtand 
upon as much themſelves ( viz. ſome of 
them ) about things (in their own Judg- 
ment) of leſſer concernment, 

Firſt, The nature of the Headfſhip and 
Soveraignty of the Lord JcſusChritt requires 
It, Fir}, With reference to the appoint- 
ment of God the Father, who hath given 
him to be head over all thingsto the Church, 
Epbeſ. 1.22. Ad bei the head of the body, 
the church , who is the beginning, the firſt 
born from the dead, that in all things be 
might have the prebeminence, Col. 1. 18. 
And by a voice from the excellent Glory, 
he hath commanded his p:ople to hear his 
well beloved Son, Mate, 17. 5. Mark 9. 7. 


Luke 
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Luke 9.35, He having referred to this time, 
the full and final revelation of his will, jy 
and about the matter of his worſhip. The 
Goſpel, or Spirit-Miniftration, being the 
time of Reformation, Heb. 9. to, Fr 
though God the Father did at ſundry tine 
and in diverſe manners, ſpeak, in times pil 
#0 the Fathers by the Prophets ;, yet in theſe 
laſt days be bath ' ſpoken unto w by by 
Son, 'whom be bath appointed Heir of al 
things, &c, Heb. 1.1,2. And as Miſe, 
as a. Servant, was faithful in all bis Houſe, 
the Jewiſh Church; fo Jeſus Chriſt, s 
Son, hath been faichful in all his Houſe, 
the Chriſtian Church, Heb. 3. 6. So that 
there is no need, fo is it derogatory to the 
Wifdom and Care, Will and. Appointment 
of God, and alſo to the Soveraignty of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to go to Moſes for Rules 
about the ſolemn worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt; 
And to the carnal Ordinances impcſcd or 
the Tewiſh Church, (under the letter-mini- 
tration) until the time of reformation, for 
a. warrant for the ſpiritual ſeed to pradtic 
by in the worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt , unde 
the Goſpel or Spirit Miniſtration. 

* But if it were fo, that we muſt on fuc 
occaſions return back again, it ſeems of ak 
ſolute neceflity to us, to know what lind 
is to be drawn over theſe carnal Ordinan 
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ces, that we may know what to own and 
pratice, and what to diſown and leave 
unto diſuſe ; whether or no we muſt at all 
mince it as ſeveral Sabbath-keepers now do, 
that with Sabbath-obſervation , will not 
marr the corners of the Beard, nor eat 
Swines fleſh, &*c, which hath been pleaded 
for very liifly, with ſeveral other things 
of a like nature; or whether we muſt take 
all cogether, cven all the Laws and Statutes, 
and Ordinances and Judgments givento I 
rael at Horeb, as Tillam, Pooly and their con» 
tederates have ftated it, and that we may 
become debters to it z whether we muſt not 
be circumciſed alſo, as they have both Print 
&d and publiſhed. It anſwer be made here» 
to, that we muſt come to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the filler up of the Law, and the 
great Prophet of the 'Church, and to the 
writings of the New Covenant, or' Tefta- 
ment, as ro other anſwer can in truth be 
returned, then we expect a command from 
him, or (ome word from him or oy ge 
les, that may enforce the practice 3 fo 
we are where we were before, whether in» 
deed it is very mcet we ſhould come. 

Secondly, As the nature of the Head(hip 
and Soveraignty of the Lord J:ſus Chriſt, 
with reference to the appointinent of God 
the Father, requires {hat there be a com 


mand, 
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mand, &*c. from him for this obſervation; 
{> alſo” his being the Redeemer of hiz 
Church requires it. For as the right of 
Redemption did appertain to him, by ver- 
tae of a Covenant-TranſaQion between the 
Father and him 3 fo he having performed 
chis fignal ſervice, Epheſ. 1. 7. Tit. 2, 14, 
compared with Ia. 49. 5, 6, 8, Reaſon 
requires that the right of ruling be in him 
too, We Read that God having redecmed 
Iſrael out of Bondage, he required that they 
ſhould therefore be obedient to him, and 
obſerve his Commandments, Exod, 20, 2,3, 
&c. Dent, 5, 6.7,&c, Chap.7.8, 11. Exch, 
20. 10,11- Yez, and vpon' this account 
he requires them to obſerve the Sabbath 
particularly, Dext. 5.12. And fo alſoitis 
meet that Jeſus Chrilt bz obeyed, who hath 
redeemed his Church with his own Blood, 
AF. 20.28. And this obedience ought to 
be according to the rules by himſclt pre- 
ſcribed. And therefore after his RefurreRi- 
on, he gives commilhon to his Diſciples 
to go and teach a!l Nations, teaching them 
- to obſerve all things he had commanded 
them, &*c, Mat. 2$. 19,20. And to fatis- 
fie them of his right of ruling, and giviug 
commandments relating to his ſolemn wor- 
ſhip, he tells them that all p »wer was given 


to him in Heaven and Earth, ver/, 18, And 
it 
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it follows upon, and is diſpoſed unto him 
upon the account ot his humbling himſelf 
to the death of the Croſs, Phil. 3. 8, 9. 
that every tongue ſhould conteſs that he is 
Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, ver, 
Ii. For to this end be died, roſe, and re- 
vived, that be might be Lord both of the dead 
and the living, Rom. 14. 

Now wherein is his Rule and Dominion 
to be ſeen in his worſhip among his Ser- 
vants, if the Law of Moſes muſt be the rule 
of their obedience therein ? Mr, Stennet tells 
us, Page 29, of his Seventh day is the Sab- 
bath, That Feſws Chriſt gives forth Laws as 


God and King, Which paſſage of his mutt 


warily be reccived, leſt there be a Snake 
hid under the Flower : For unleſs he in- 
tend by the words , God and King, God 
manifeſt in ficſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16, the word 
made ficſh, Fobn 1.14, in which ſenſe is 
he only to be confidered as King of the 
New Covenant, or New Tcſtiament Church, 
his words are unſafe and unſound, And 
in this day care ought to be taken about 
ſuch words ſomewhat more eſpecially , in 
that, as by ſome the Deity of the Son of 
God is denied 3 ſo by other-ſome his Hu- 
manity, at leaſt, as confidering him exalt- 
ed in the human nature, to the right hand 
bf the Mijeſty on high ; Concerning which, 

the 


( 62.) 
the Apoſile tells us , That there is one me. 
diator between God and men, the man Chril 
eſws. And that This mau, after be had yf- 
wed one ſacrifice for fins, for ever ſate diwy 
on the right baxdof God, 1 Tim, 2. 5. Heb, 
10.12, Now it Mr, Stennet means no 6 
therwiſe than this, in his words, God ans 
King, then I joyn iſſue with him, and ſay, 
let but a Law be produced from [clus Chrif 
the King , for the Chriſtian Church, for 
keeping this Sabbath, and I have done: 
The controverſie will be ended. But asit 
would be an impeachment of the wiſdom 
and care of an carthly King, and an inv# 
ding of his Authority, for a King of ano- 
ther Country to give laws to his Subjes; 
So alſo ic would be an high provocation 
to him, to have his Subjecs to plead for 
and practice ſuch Laws, and to threaten 
thoſe with death that do not do the like, 
So doubtleſs it is to Chriſt an high pro- 
vocation., as it is an impeachment of his 
wiſdom and care, and an invading of his 
Authority, to have Moſes Laws pleaded for, 
and practiced, with reference to his ſolemn 
worſhip by his Servants and Subjects : And 
that they (hould- threaten thoſe with death 
that do not do as they do, is no ſmall ag: 
ravation of their crime. 
And1conclude, from Dewt.18. t5, That 


wer. 
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were Moſes now living amongſt Chriſtians 
on the Earth, he would ſend us to Jeſus, 


who hath all power given to-.him both 
in Heaven and Earth, Matt. 28. 18, 19, 20, 
both Law-making and governing power : 
And ſo doubtleſs would Iſaiab to, who tells 
us, that the Iſles ſhould wait for his Law, 
Iſs. 42. 4. The law was given by Moſes, 
nace and truth came by Feſw Chriſt, John 
1 17. The Jews boafted that they were 
Wſer's Diſciples, upon the account of their 
if adherence to his Laws and Ordinances, 
Jbng.28, But the Chriftians glory is to 
t Diſciple, - a follower , of 'Jefus Chriſt, 
1Cor. 11, 1, So that theſe things con« 
fdered, the unbyaſſed Chriſtian will doubt- 
ks conclude, That its needfu] and necef> 
iry, that a command, &*c. be produced 
om Jeſus Chrilt, for this Sabbath-keep- 
ng or elſe that it be quietly left to its 
ace, in, and among(t the Ordinances gis- 
en to Iſrael till the time of reformation, 
eh. 9. 10. 
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S E C Wau XII. 


HE Second thing propounded, wh 

its ncedful and neceMlary that a com 
mand be produced from the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, for this Sabbath-keeping, is, the 
conſideration of the dealing of God witl 
the Church of the Jews about it. Now 
we read that God having, brought Iſrael out 
cf Egypt, while as yet they were not come 
to $514i, he begins with them about this 
thing, Exod. 16.23, 25,29. Though yet 
this is to be taken along in a confiden- 
tion of the thing too, That Iſrael! came 
into the Wilderneſs of Sin ( where this 
Service was firſt injoyned them) which is 
betweem Elim and Sinaz, on the Fifteenth 
day of the Second Month, after their de- 
parture out of Egypt, Exod. 16. 1, So that 
a whole Month paſſed (wherein are ſeve- 
ral Seventh-days)) before there is any men- 
tion of it tothem, or injoyning them the 
obſervation. Neither do we find they had 
any knowledg of it as their duty (but m- 
ther the contrary, verſ. 22,) until it wi 
injoyned thcm here : But here, as we read 
in, the Texts before cited, they were 1n- 


j6yned if. And when they were _ to 
nn, 
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$44, the Lord gives a command concern- 
ing its Exod, 20. 8,9, 10,11; And after- 
wards is it oft-times mentioned, and ſeve- 
ral things added to it to make it up, by 
the ſame God that at firſt commanded it. 
As the not kindling a fire upon the day 
throughout their habitations, Exod. 35. 3« 
And the penalty of death mentioned in (e- 
veral places in the Law, which now is ſta- 
ted and pleaded by Sabbath-keepers to be 
in force ( as hath been already. noted. ) 
And the end is alligned , to be a fign 
between the Lord and them throughout 
their generations, Exod. 31. 13, And 
the Reaſon of it as to their obſerva- 
tion of it more particularly, Dewt, 5. 15, 
which was the Lords bringing them out of 
the Lind of Egypt. | 

And that they might not forget this ſer- 
vice, - there is not only a remember. put up- 
on it, Exod, 20, 8; but they were alſo 
comimanded to make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments, and to put up- 
on the fringe a Ribband of Blue, that look- 


ing- upon it they might remember the com- 

mandments of the. Lord, Namb, 15. 38. 

And, this as the Context evincethy is com- 

manded them in ſome eſpecial mannes up- 

on the account of the Sabbath: For it im- 

mediately follows upon the | execution of 
F | 


the 
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the Sabbath-breaker mentioned verſ. 35, 36, 
And this was injoyned them by the fame 
God that commanded them to keep the 
Sabbath; and it was to be done by them 
throughout their generations 4 even as the 
Sabbarh was appointed to them, to be a 
ſign throughout their generations, Exod, 
31. 13, By all which, we may underſtand 
that the Chiirch of the Jews, did not take 
up this praftice without a command, nor 
without mach means uſed by the Lord 
( by the Miniſtry of men and Angels) for 
their inſtruction, For as all the reſt of their 
Tabernacle and Temple-ſervice, was com- 
manded chem of God, fo was their Sab- 
bath alſo. teas 6 
Now ſhall we- think, that God ſhould 
deal thus with the Jewiſty Church con- 
cernitig this obſervation , and that”Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould do nothing the like, Had 
they the comriand ſo often inculcated, and 
ſhall not” Jeſus Chrift at all command it to 
be obſerved by the Churches of the Gen- 
tiles? Sure if he would have had it practi- 
ced by them, he would have commanded 
it,. e&c., that fo it might not be (aid by 
any to them, who hath required this at 
yOur handy ? and they not have wherewith 
to anſwer., So that hence alſo we may 


conclude; that it's needful and neceffary, that 
a com» 
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« cqmmgnd from Jeſas Chriſt be produced 
fox this. praQice,, as well as upon the ac- 
count /of any other particular inſiſted! on'; 
or elſe; that, be quietly left to its, place 
among} the dtdinances given 10 vita al 
the time of reformation, 


—— 


SE CT. - XIII. 
T H E. third thing propounded why its 


needful and neceſſary that a command 
&c. be produced from the Lord. ſefiis 
Chriſt, to the Churches of the Gentiles for 
the obſeryatiqn of this Sabbath, is, the e- 
flimation that the preſent obſervers of its 
have of it, and its obſervation, 

And firſt ( as its knowp concernjng many, 
it not the moſt of 'them) they lay it o 
in_ the- faundation , with. reference unto 
Church«+Cammunion ;- that. it?s made the 
boundary thereto.z For though perſons have 
hever.. (0, eminent experience of the-, work 
of ſound:and faving converſion, ar; be ne- 
yer fo. holy,. humble: and heavenly in their 
converſations 3 yet if they are not Sabbath» 
keepers ,* .accqrding to Qtheir notion, they 
will- not fuffer them to fir down with. ghew 
at the Lords:Table, to partake with them 
in the celebration. of the myſteries of * the 
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death and paſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Yea, further ( as I have known ), if a 
perſon profeſs Faith in Chriſt, and be holy 
in his converſation ' ſo that in neither of 
theſe, they objeR againſt him, and be in 
the practice of all ordinances of worſhip, 
even as they, even down to Sabbath-kcep. 
ing, and though they own him, and put 
him upon preaching in their Church-Af- 
ſembliesz yet if he hold Church-Commu- 
nion with other Chriſtians that do not 
keep their Sabbath, though they may be an 
Hundred miles almoſt from them, they will 
not have Communion with him, in cating 
at the Lords Table 5 ſuch a mighty matter 
do they make of this their Sabbath- keep» 
ing! And 
-. Secondly ; They come but a little ſhort 
of thoſe mentioned Ad. 15. 1, who taught, 
thar Except the hrethren were circumciſed 
after the manner of Moſes, they could not be 
ſaved. For one Mr. Parnbam of Londox 
writing to me, in; his Letter bearing date 
the 31/# of the 34 Month, 2674, fells 
me; That I was in' the way to perdition. 
Though {to give him his due) he in that 
Letter faith, be thought otherways of my ſtate 
i@brift. But for the way," as Ris words 
aid? fe was the way to perdition, while 


as yet I was but diſſatisfied in my judg- 
| _ ment 
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ment touching my former praQice, having ' 
not yet, nor for ſome time atter, caſt it off 
in my praQcice, 

And one Mr. Lawrence in aLetter bear- 
ing date the 29th of the 8:þ Month, 1674, 
calls my queſtioning.th: Sabbath to be a 
Truth, 4 groxndleſs damnable fancy. So 
that the eſtimation they have of it, may be 
a little diſcerned by theſe things. And how 
near the throne they ſet it where Jeſus 
Chriſt fits, may be ſeen by theſe words 
and ations, And it brings to mind a no» 
tion of the Papiſts, which they endeavour 
to infuſe into their proſelytes, to keep them 
in awe, and to hinder them from ſceking 
after truth, That its a mortal fin to queſtion 
the Church of Rome or the DoGctrines 
thereof, 

Now this being ſo, that they thus eſteem 
and exalt it, Reaſon requires that a com- 
mand, &*c, be produced from the Lord Je- 
ſus Chit for the up-taking of this practice 
by the Churches of the Gentiles z or elſe 
ſure the words and carriages of theſe men 
about it will appear to men ſpiritually 
wiſe, more than ordinarily prepoſterous. 

And [I do conclude, that there ought to 
be no practice among(t Chriſtians, that they 
ſhould make the boundary to their Com- 
munion, that hath not a command from 

F 3 the 
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the Lord Jeſus, for it.; He that can pro- 
duce an mſtance, it is meet: he. ſhould do 
it, that it may be conſidered; 'for hitherto 
all Chriſtians (ſo far as 1, kgow) are utter 
ſtrangers to ſuch notions, 
| | p 
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HE Fourth and laſt thing propound- 
-. <d, why it's - needful and neceſſary 
that a command be produced from Chriſt , 
or ſome word from. him or* his Apoiles 
to inforce the practice toy apd upon the 
Churches of the Gentiles, is their pleading 
the like with others ; yea, even in-thingy, 
in, the judgment of many of them, of leſſer 
concernment. That though it was com- 
manded by the ſame God that commanded 
the obſervation of the Sabbath, yet want- 
ing: a word from Jeſus Chriſt, ' or from his 
Apoflles, they not only leave it unto dif- 
uſe, but plead: and' Print againſt it, S0 
that when the Law ſerves their turn, its 
ſifly adhered , to.z and when others plead 
it,- abont chings they leave:; unto diſuſe, 
&c., then they, run to the Goſpel; and to 
Pawl the Apoſtle of the Gentiles; and the 
command of God in the Law, ſerves to n0 
purpoſe at all to enforce a pravice. 
. a 
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aft and looſe do they play with the. Law. 
And to give a clear inftance, .in an Epiſtle 
prefixed to the Second Edition of Mr. Ster- 
nets Book, Titled, The Royal Lam contend- 
ed for; the Author, who ſubſcribes,jt with 
R, P. "which I take to be Mr. Bicbord 
Parnbam of Londox, - ſpeaks: thus; in his 
ſpeaking concerning Tillam, Pooly and their 
confederates, who pleaded for all 'thaLaw 
given. to Iſrael at Mount Horeb: *: It being 
won the bearts of ſome ((aith he). that yet 
defire to love, delight in, and cleave” ta the 
Law of God, and Teſtimony of Feſus;"#0 be 
ging their witneſs againſt thoſe' that with 
the truth ( as he calls it ) of tbe Sabbath, 
wonld introduce otber things, viz. Circam- 
ciſion and Legal Ceremonies of the Law, that_ 
I judg (faith he) the believing Gentiles are 
not bound to, nor never had any ſuch yoak 
laid wpon them by Paul the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, or any other Apoſtle of the Lamb. 
From which. paſſage, theſe few things 
are worthy to be eſpecially remarkt. -Firtt, 
That the term | Believing Gentiles ] is made 
uſe of by them, when it will ſerve their 
turnz as here they give an inſtance. 
Though at ſome other times in Diſcourſe 
about the. Sabbath they will not” bear it. 
Witneſs Mr. Stexnet in his. Book; Titled, 
The Seventh-day is the Sabbath, pag. 28. in 
F 4 Anſwer 
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Anſwer to this Queſtion , Whether Jeſus 
Chriſt as Mediatour of the New Covenant, 
hath commanded believing Gentiles to ob- 
ſerve. the Seventh-day Sabbath. Here the 
queſtion (faith he) muſt be flrait-laced, 
only about believing Gentiles , when as it is 
well kuown by every nnderſtanding man, yea, 
and the querent bimſelf I make no queſtion, 
That all that i the duty of unbelieving Gen- 
files, is the duty of believing Gentiles ;, fo 
that this reſtriftion, (ſaith he) was made on 
purpoſe to evade ſome Scripture-proof that is 
in more general terms. So that | believin 

Gentiles] is a reſtriction made on —_ 
to evade ſome Scripture-proof, when it is 
againſt them; but uſed by themſelves, as 
if it were. not ſo, when its thought to 
make for them. And this is to be noted 
here, that Mr. Parnbem uſes he term that 
is thus decryed in this Book of Mr. Sten- 
nets, even in an Epiſtle he prefixes to a 
Book of the ſame Authors. 

Secondly, We have in this paſſage, the 
Commands of God given in the Law to 
Iſrael, called Legal Ceremonies z whereas 
if the like term be given to the Sabbath, 
by and by they are offended 3 though yet 
T judg I have as much ground to call that 
ſc, as they have to call the things they 


sall ſo; and if they afſgn the emny &« F 
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their calling other things ſo, I conclude 
it will be no difficult task to ſhew, that 
the moſt of what they can offer, if not 
ll, will ſerve with reſpe& to their Sab- 
bath. 

Thirdly, Whereas it's ſaid in this paſ- 
lige, That believing Gentiles are not bound 
to the Legal Ceremonies, nor had any ſuch 
yuch laid upon them by Paul the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, &c. He hath ſpoken to the 
purpoſe, he intending thereby to ſhew, that 
therefore believing Gentiles were not - to 
own and practice them. And. hereby a 
good foundation is laid to build this con- 
cuſion upon, that the Sabbath of the firſt 
or cld Covenant, to wit the Sabbath come» 
manded from the Mount Sinai. to be kept 
by the Jews, &c. doth not belong to be- 
leving Gentiles to Keep in that Pax the 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, nor any other A+ 
poſile of the Lamb, hath not laid any ſuch 
yoak upon them: Happy is he that con- 
lemneth not himſelf in that which be doth 
alow, Rom. 14. 22- | 

More inſtances near of kin to this I 
could give, but to avoid prolixity I ſhall 
dd but one mqre. And indeed did Iadd 
n0 more, this might ſuffice to ſhew (as I 
believe it will unto all unbyaſſed men 3), 
low faſt and looſe they play with the Law - 

an 
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and how to ſerve a turn, "they inſiſt on th; 


term [" believing Gentiles] 3 and how the 
ftand upon/Pas/ the Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
or other the Apoſtles, their laying the thing 
on believing Gentiles they are to own anc 
praQice : yea, though the Law of God i 
- full, plain,” and expreſs for theſe things, 
Now ſure if the Author of this paſſage 
and ſome other Sabbath-keepers would nc 
own, receive, nor praQice ſuch: thing 
that others of them would have had the 
as Circumcifion, Sacrifcrs, &c. but c; 
them legal Ceremonies, and judg it incu 
bent on them to bear their tettimony 
gainſt them, for propoſing theſe things un 
- to them, becauſe Pani the Apoſile of th 
- Gentiles, or other of the Apottles have nd 
laid ſuch a yoak upon them then un| 
they can prove that Paxl, or other of t 
Apoſtles have laid the yoak'of this Sabbat 
keeping upon believing Gentiles, there 
no ground for the pratice, but perſor 
ought rather to bear their witneſs again 
them, for their indeavouring to impoſ: 
on them, h 
The other paſſage I minded to add fu 
ther as to this, is a paſſage in a Paper ſul 
{cribed by Seven Sabbath-keepers, Tirlec 
A faithful Teftimony againſt the "Teacher! 
Circumciſion, 6c, who in page the _ 
pei 
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n th-ik thus. *Now the Qrdinances of the 
' the! iw, and the Ordinances of the Gcſpel are 
of a diflexent ſignitication 3 for the former 
held forth Chriſt yet to come, the latter 
n 203d forth Chriſt already come, having ſuf- 
kied for our fins,-——For upon the com- 
5 Woleat manifeſtation of .the great myſtery. of 
Mage Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh, the 
Holy Spirit lefe theſe ordinances (and they 
became carnal, Heb. 9.9, 10.) and alſcend- 
d into the Ordinances of. a higher diſpen- 
ation, Now unleſs theſe men can.ſhew 
hat this their Sabbath-keeping is an ordi- 
") Whiance of the Goſpel, and of a different 
gnification from theſe they call Legal Ce- 
monies, which they ſay (and fay truly) 
held forth Chriſt yet to come, they ſay no» 
thing to the purpoſe to fatisfic ſuch that 
þ ather. conſider what they themſelves ſays 
01" Yor what is ſaid by Jeſus Chriſt, or his A- 
= poſiles touching Golpek Ordinances. And 
crit Col. 2. 16, 17, be but ſeriouily conſidet- 
wy ed; where the Sabbaths of the Law are 
0! Whid to be a ſhadow of things to come, 
but the body Chriſt (as it may be read) 
that is, Chriſt is the body or ſubſtance of 
them 3 and ſo they are to be eſteemed as 
ſuch as held forth Chriſt to come : It might 
for ever iſſue the matter with all thoſe that 
do believe that he is come, But of this 
more is ſpoken afterwards, And 
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And in that, in this paſſage it's ſaid, 
upon the compleat manifeſtation of 
great myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt 
in fleſh, the -Holy Spirit left thoſe Ordinar 
ces, and they became carnal, and aſcend 
£d into the ordinances of a higher Diſper 
fationz It remains to them, to prove t 
this Sabbath-keeping is one of thoſe ord 
nances of a higher Diſpenſation, into whic 
the Holy Spirit aſcended when he left tho 
other of the Law they intend. 

For ſurely if there muſt be ſuch proc 
made of other precepts of the Law, ast 
intimate, (and -as reaſon requires it ſhould 
or elſe they muſt not be owned nor prafti 
ced, which yet are of lefſer concernmen 
in their judgment; reaſon requires that th 
make as good proof, at leaſt of this precept 

.or ordinance of the Law: Which is te 
ſhew, where Pax] the Apoitle of the Gen 
tiles, or any other Apoſile of the Lamb, have 
laid ſuch a yoak on believing Gentiles; 
which amounts to what I have infiſted onli 
in this matter. And I conclude this is the 
leaſt they can do, unleſs they will be found 
to be ſuch, that bind heavy burthens on, 
others ſhoulders, which they themſelves: 
will not touch with one of their fingers: 
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SEC F 


SE AFEcondly, As I could not find in ny moſt 

© diligent ſearch of Holy Scriptures, 
{ whence it followed that I caſt off this 
Gbbath-kceping) that there was any com- 3 
"nnd given by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt un- | 

v8: the Churches of the Gentiles for its ob- '1 
krvationz ſo I could not find that ever '8 
one ſuch Church did keep ſo much as | j 
one ſuch Sabbath, much leſs that they did | 
ſerve it in its weekly returns ſucceſ- '1 
frely. 

Examples I acknowledg there arc of its 
dſervation by the Jews, in the time of 
"heir Church-ftate. But that ever any one 

Church of the Gentiles did ever keep fo 
"auch as one of theſe Sabbath-days, I ne- 
read in any one portion of Scripture 
ch teſs that they obſerved it in its week- 
returns, as beforcſaid, If any one can 
duce ſuch an inſtance, ic might be well, 
r it would firike a great ftroke towards 
proot of the matter” m' queſtion, 
But-if they cannot (as I conclude they 
annot), then are they left very naked in 
"Weir practice, having nothing to defend 
aſelves withal, They profeſs (as they 
pro= 


(7s) 
profeſs themſelves to be Churches ) to be 
Charches of the Gentifes, and it they hay 
not as ſuch, a-precept (from Jeſus Chriſt 
nor preſident of any ſuch Church for thi." 
Practice, 4s I without all doubt conclydg®"? 
they have not then are they under nd 
promife of being owned of him in thei 
practice, Whence \it hath come to paſs, 
verily judg, that ſo' many of- them hav 
fallen ſo. deſperately as they. have, as, 7; 
lam, Pooly, Skip, Fox; and many other 
with them : The account of whole aGior 
ſhould it be given, would make the ear; 
of holy and, heavenly Chriſtians tingle 
even as the account of the perſon in thi 
Town where I 4ive, mentioned SeQion 3 
muſt needs do, whoy' as hath been faid 
utterly renounces_ the Lord Jeſus, &c. 

I acknowledg. that ſome foot-ſteps © 
this practice are to be found in Eccleſi 
aſtical Hiſtory, which I ſometime ſtood up 
on, as others yet do which I now con 
clade -hath nothing in .it to- any purpolc 
at all, For firſt, it being ſo eſteemed ol 
by the Jews as it was, and as other 0 
their cufioms were, AF, 21.21, no won 
der but they indeavoured to keep on the 
PraQice, and to proſelyte as many to. tha 
Practice as they could. 
Secondly, As Hiſtory gives an _" | 

ths 


| TY 4, 
 Wethe practice of this Sabbath-keeping 4+ 
+ Wiongt ſome fox. ſome. time after ;the Apo- 
Wks cirnes 3 ſo do doth'it alſo of the con. 
1 Minuance of circumciſion, &c, But as the 
\ Montinuance of the one, among ſome, proves 
jot the- thing to- be a duty cf. believing 
Gentiles, ( as ſome Sabbath-keepers con- 
fade ) ſo-neither will the, continuance of 
he other among ſome, tor ſomg time, prove 
the other, | 

Thirdly, - It no way ſeems firange to me 
at this practice ſhould continue among ft 
bme for ſome time; For it ſo many now, 
ther it hath been left unto diſuſe; and 
ve been .look'd upon as an antiqua- 
d ſhadow, for ſo. many hundred years; 
we ſo ready to: run into it as they are, 
ad ſo pertinacictſly .to adhere. to. it, mas 
ing it the boundary to Church-Commu=- 
lon, and . pleading the penalty of | Deathly 
o be jon forceg: againſt them-that run not 
With them .into it, we may rather wonder 
Wat we read no more concerning, it than 


| 0nfdering how 1gng it had been praQti- 


+W1 by che Jews. | 
Fourthly, It we conſider how hard a 
nÞatter it is for men to live by Faith up- 
+ God in Chriſt, in the way and _ 
, ( 


edo, as with reſpe&t to farmer times, 


d;. and how gfeatly it had been eſteem-" 
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of the new Covenant; and to ſubmit tc 
Jeſus Chriſt in the way of Spiritual and E 
vangelical inftitations; and how fleſh 
pleating it is for men to run back to the 
Law, and the Old Covenant, and the car 
nal Orinances and Rudiments thereof; and 
if it were poſſible to find ſomething, ir 
and to attain to ſomething of themſelves 
that ſo they might not be bcholding te 
FJeſus Chriſt 3 it will rio way ſeem firange 
that either this praQice, and Circumciſior 
and others of like import, ſhould continue 
ſome time, as to'matter of faQ in the pri 
mitive times, or be run into again, nou 
after ſo long a tra of time. The Apoſtle 
Paul (peaks thus to the Galatians, Chap. 5.7 
Te did run well; who did binder you? or, 3s 
it may be read, who did drive you back 
And Chap. 3. 3, Are ye ſo fooliſh (faith he 
baving begwn in the ſpirit, are ye now mat 
perfed by the fleh? And the Reaſon of thele 
Expoſtulations we have,' Chap. 4. 21, Tel 
#e, ye that defire to be under the Law. &.W. 

What ſome pretend to, with reſpect to 
examples in the Goſpel, it is ſpoken' to at-W, 
rertyards;3 only this F mind here even % 
FT intimated before , that in my moſt dili- 
gent ſearch of holy Scriptures, I could not 
find an example of any one Church of the 


Gentiles, that ever kept ſomuch as one 0 
thoſe 


C.8r ] 
thoſe Sabbath-days. So that whatever th® 
examples be that are ſtood npon, as ſeve” 
fal are ( as drowning-men will be ready 
to catch at every twig ) they will prove 
incffeQual to prove the praQice of this Sab- 
bath-keeping, to remain as the duty of the 
' Churches of the Gentiles, 


—_— 


SECT. XVI. 


Hirdly, In my ſearching into Holy 

Scriptures, ' under thy ſcruples con» 
cerning this praQice, I obſerved, that this 
Sabbath in its being given to Iſrael, it 
was given to them ( as other temporary 
commands wete ) to be a fign © to them 
throughout their generations. Now that 
the Lord did in giving forth his temporary 
commands; ſuch'as were to continue only 
to the time of Reforthation, fſo- give them 
forth, that they might be known for ſach, 
Ms fully manifeſt 'in Scriptures: And that 
iis Sabbath hath thoſe CharaQers upon 
It, that will diſcover it to: be fuch, to all 
whoſe eyes are not ſhut through ignorance 
"t intereſt,is alſo fully maniteſt in Scriptures. 
for it not only wants thoſe Characters that 
may diſcover it tobe a perpetual Law,as hath 
been by irrefragable arguments manifeſt: 
$ G cd, 
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ed, . ayd..in, particylar by, thoſc'fet down 
ia the EA ate of Mr. Bafſcls Book, Tir 
led, No:Semeg b-day Sabbath. communded by 
Teſmq, Cnrift £2 the New. Teſtament : | Bur it 
hath thalq Charadgrs/upoan, it,: chat will 
diſcover, .it;,to. be;but; a, Temporary Law or 
Ordinance, Lemath «3 7 

There are (or at leaſt lately were) many 


Sabbarh-keepers that-profefs to own every 


one of thoſe Laws -px.Commands that Ml 3 
were given in By ak Nath I have ſhew- g 
BF ; the, Firſt, | Bug there arc othys 

Oz, Acmurt Plcad ;Igainſi this, and cog- H 
clade that wapy of che Lays. and Ordinan- I th 
ces given there, were Temporary, and ae I be 
not. now. to beawned and practiced there» 

foxe.3, ayd with theſe oply do & reckon I 3c 
my. -{clf to be. cqncerncd in this debate; Wh 
Ang L ſhall ,not turn aſide to. concern my I + 
ſelt with the other-in that their moſt wretch- ne 
ed principle, 1, In that I have formerly You 
ſpoken ſomething in my. attained mealine | 
againſt; their corruptjons in a publick-way. Wupe 
2, In. that they now lye dormant, and I Bly 
am not concerned, with them, as F am with this 
the, other. And 3, In''that T' may ( pol- the 
ſibly ) when any of theſe I have now to 


do. with, (following the conduc of their 
principle } ſhall follow thera in. the fame 


lizps, bg concerned with-chem farther about 
thels 
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theſe things. And mean while I' ſhall pro- 
ceed to ſpeak of the Temporary Ordinan- 
ces of the Law, or at leaſt ſome of them, 
and the CharaQers by which they are di» 
ſtinguiſhed, &c. 

r- The burnt-offering, mentioned,” Exod, 
29, 43, was to, be thredughout their gene- 
ntions. + | 

2. The burning, the -incenſe mentioned 
Exod. 30. 8, was to be throughout their 
generations» greet 

3- The. Atonement to be-made by the 
High-Prijeſt once -a- ytar. on the horns of 
the Altar, mentioned Exed. 30:10; was to 
be throughout their generations. 

4+ The anointing Oil mentioned, Exod. 
30. 31,|was © be a+ holy anointing. Oil 
hroughout' their generations..:* L3 

5. The Pricfthood of Arwvrand his Sons, 
mentioned Exod, 4.0% 15; was to be through- 
out. their generations-* 

6. The Fringes mentioned Numb, 15. 38, 
won which: was to be put' a Riband of 
blue, appointed to keep in remembrance 
this;cotmand of Sabbath-keeping, and o- 
thers, -was to be throughout their gene- 
UOns,  ; 

7. Fhe Feaſt of Pentecoft, with the Ser- 
vices thereof, and the days appointed there- 
's, as Holy-days, or Sabbaths, and the wo 
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of the Tenth-day of the Seventh-Month 
called a Sabbath of reſt, were to be oh. 
ſerved throughout their generations, Levit, 
23. 14,21, 31, 32, 

And laftly, The Sabbath in queſtion, its 
given to them to be obſerved throughout 
their generations, Exod, 31.13. As it is ſaid 
of the other Ordinances and Temporary 
Commands, fo is it faid of their Sabbath, 
And as it's ſaid of their Annual Sabbath, 
judged by many Sabbath-keepers to be 
but a Temporary ordinance, fo is it faid 
of "their weekly 3 they were given to them 
to be obſerved by them throughout their 
| PDEs even all alike, as the words 

ew. 

Many more inſtances might be given of 
the like nature, but that I Nudy brevity; 
And for that I jadg cheſe may ſuffice to 
ſhew after what manner, and with what 
Expreſlions the Temporary Ordinances and 
Cotnmands given to Iſrae! in the time of 
their Church-ftate, were clothed in heir 
giving forth. | 

And in my moſt diligent and cir.um- 
ſpect ſearch: of holy Scriptures, I cannot 
find that any other of the Commands men- 
tioned in Exod. 20, from the 1ſt verſe to 
the 17th, were given forth clothed with 


thoſe expreſſions, or mentioned under ſuch 
Cit- 
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circumſtances, whereſoever they are men- 
tioned in the Scriptures 3 which, as Rath 
been ſhewed, was the method God tookin 
giving the Commandments he deſigned 
ſhould remain but till the- time of Refor- 
mation. But not one of the Commands 
that may be juſtly deemed to be perpetu- 
ally obliging, is thus CharaRerized Beth, 
as I can find, 

Now, That that we are to underſtand, 
( as I humbly judg ) by this expreſſion, 
is this: That as God made a Covenant 
with this People at Mount Sinai, and gave 
them this Sabbath as the reſt thereof, and 
injoyned them its obſervation throughout 
their generations, and they being through- 
out their generations, which was ſo Tong 
35 this Covenant laſted, upon the account 
of this Covenant, the Church and People 
of God 3 So when this-Covenant expired, 
they ceaſed (ſo to be, by virtue of this Co» 
venant- - And fo their generations came to 
an end betore the Lord, And by means 
thereof, the things appointed to be obſer- 
ved by chem throughaut their generations, 
ae ceaſed likewiſe ;, one thing fo injoyncd 
15 well as another. For this Covenant was 


(though in a Second Edition of it) the firſt- 


or old Covenant, Heb, $. 7, to 13, com- 


pared with Fer, 31.31, &c- Heb.g. 1, 2,3; 
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4,5, 19, 20, 21, 22g compared with Ex. 
24-3, +, 55 6, 7, $. , Heb. I2, 18, I9, 20, 
ampared. with Exo4- 19-5, 8, 18, 19. And 
being the firſt.og. 619 Covenant, is vaniſh- 
ed, away, Heb,,8. 13; or is vaniſhment, as 
the Word may; be-read. 

And the New Covenant is long, fince, 
eyen ever ſince. the death of the Teſtator 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, fully confirmed and 
eſtabliſhed. So that -the things now to be 

ractiled , relating to the ſolemn worſhip 
of Chriſt, are to.þe_ pradiſed according to 
the will and. appointment of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe,; the Covenant or Teſtament 
is, Matt. 28, 20s Epbeſ. 1. 22. - Not but 
chat whatever is commanded by Jeſus Chrilt 
inthe New Teſtament, may be further con- 
fixmed. by any-,word-in the Old Teſtament 
that, is correſpondent. thereunto,, that fo 
the harmony of. the Word of God may be 
ſcen, and per{ops: the more abundantly 
ſatisfied in things .,propounded- for their 
praQice. i But firlj,,the Will and Appoint- 
went of the Loxd, Jeſus is.to be canlidered, 
That he 'in all things. may haye the pre- 
eminence, Col. 1,,18,.19 For otherways we 
ſhall but. make,4he-Sen to truckle to the 
Servant. ; ated] 

If -eny ſhall ebjet that this concerning 


Iſrael and their. generations, is contrary to 
| what 


$ 


 thexeunto :: But, what is, mind 


1.40 

what. we find mentioned  in.ather Scrip- 
tures, as, Rom, 11,26, 27, and. others of 
like 4mport- I Anſwer, That its ng, way 
contrary, thereuntg, z, tor. their, generations 
have, been laid) to. be.come toan, endg ppon 
the, account of, the firit or ;old Covenant, 
and thcir being :called and owned as the 
Church and People of God, yy xe\pect 
g concerning 

them. Rom. 11. &c., ox in other; Scriptunes 
of ike import, as.it is mercy and grace 10 
be manifeſted to them, . when the fulgely-of 
the Gentiles is come ;in, -zerſ.,255, : So./it 
is Mercy and Grace., to. be mapifcited to 
them in the..,way of the New Coverant or 
Teſtament : For! in, the way - of; that Cove- 
nant .ogly ,.. can they; have the .pazdpn, of 
their fins , and ;ſalyation of their Spuls , 
which is that, that in particular is minded 
concerning them in the place, verſe 26, 27. 
The-Covenamer-of the Taty, of the"Old 
Covenant, faith, ,That the man that doth 
theſe things, *(v1Z. the things injoyned un- 
to obſervacion. in; the” Law }) :ſhf1l:;live in 
them, Levit, 18.5. ,Exk. 20. 11,42, Sm 
pared qwvith Rom, 10 5+, Gals 34:-#2.5. And 
It, pronounces © curlg againſt perſpns-wpon 
their. failuge thereing Dem. 27, 264 Gab. 3» 
10. And hence it is, God ſaith, Fey. 3 1- 
al, 32, Behold I make a new covenant--- not 
G 4 ac- 
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#ccording to the covenant that I made with 
thejr fatbers, in the day that T took them 
the band, to bring them ont of the land if 
Egypt, &c. And this is meant of the Co- 
venant from the Mount Sizai, which the 
Apoſtle faith, genders to bondage, Gal, 4, 
24,25. And the Lord makes a difference 
with reſpe& to his owning of that people, 
Exzek, 16.60, 61. And gives them to un- 
derſtand, that 'what he will do for them, 
ſhall be'in the way of his:Covenant, 'called 
there an everlaſting Covenant, which is the 
New-Covenant or Teſtament , confirmed 
by the blood of Jeſus, Heb. 13. 20. And 
'net'in+the' way of their Covenant, which 
* is t6 'be underſtood of the firſt or old Co- 
" vehant, the Covenant of the Law, confirm- 
' ed by the blood of Calves and Goats, Heb. 
9. 18, 19, 20. compare 'Exod, 19. $. Chap. 
* 24. 7. Dent, 5.2,3- 


—_— 


SECT. 'xvII. 


H E: 'Second CharaQer by which we 

- ray! juſtly deem -this Sabbath to be 
but a-temporary' ordinance, is, That its 
given' to Iſrael 'to be 'a fign, &c. Thus 
its -faid-to be, Exod. 31. 13, 17. Ezek, 20. 
12, 20, And'ſo'the temporary iaance 
0 


v3 73 7 TO i Pa. OE OE 


[89 ] 
of circumciſion is called a _ fign, Row. 


I1. 
© And the Apoſtle Paul calls it a ſhadow 
of things to come, Col. 2, 16, 17, For 
the word there being Sabbaths in the plu- 
ral, as it ought to be read z not only by 
it are we to underſtand the weekly Sabbath 
with the Annual, &c. but the Weekly more 
eſpecially, by reaſon of its oft occuring, 
And frequently is this termSabbaths given to 
the weekly Sabbath; ſee Exod 3 1. 13. Levit. 
23.38. 1 Chron, 23. 31. 2 Chron. 2. 4. chap. 
8.13. Ia.1. 13, Hoſea2, ii, and in many 
other places, . And the Apoſtle tells us tn 
Col, 2. 16, 17, that it was a ſh2dow of chings 
to come, . but the body Chriſt + . That is, he 
is the body or ſubſtance of it; for they 
that believe-in him, do enter into ref, 
Heb. 4. 3- And the Lord Jefus for their 
fakes ſanQifed himſelf, that they alſo might 
be ſan&ifed through the Truth; or fan- 
Gifted truly, as it may be read, Fobs 17. 
I9, So that whether we reſpe& good 
things for preſent to be injoyed, or good 
things to come, this Sabbath- was a fign, 
a ſhadow of the latter as well as of the 
___ - a | | 
_ And though other things may be called 
7 ſign in Scripture, and pollibly ſometimes 
the word may be uſed reſpeRing commands 
that 
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chat may juſtly” be judged Perpetual, yer 
is it not (aid, any, where, in Scripture, that 
1 can find, that” ſuch” wete Riven to be a 
fign to Iſrael throughout” their generations, 
as before was notedy} only Pn withor 
that addition 'and explanation, which re- 
ſpeed them in their Church-liate, and x 
they were the Church ant People of God, 
by vertue of .che fiſt or 614 Covenant they 
entred into at Mount Sizaz, of which this 
Sabbath was.. not only a pledg, but { 
principal a part, that the Title ot Covenant 
is given toi ſometimes' by ' way of Sy- 
necdoche ,, that is as a part ,is. taken for 


the whole. 


*# 


And Thirdly, This is faid "af" this Sab- 


bath, and this CharaQer. is given as A di- 
ioguiſhing mark of it, that it 'was Aa ſign 
beeween God and, the Children.ob I?ael, Cc. 
Exod. 31, 17. T's a ſigh heiwpeen.. me and 
ys, ich God, Verſe 13." And" Fzek 20 
12, Moreover, T give them ny, Sabbaths t 
be 8 fign between me [LS em, 41th God. 
And they hall if aig, (Faith he 
4 you "ver. 20, So-that by thele 
me aud you, Ver}. 20, [ y the! 
words'it is confined to that people, . to the 
, Church of the Jews. . It beigg givan to 
"them to be a Fl beleed 6g RN then 
throughout their generations, as hath been 
faid from the Scriptures "once and _ 
; all 


C90 F-:. 
and (hewed upon it that it reſpe&s them 
in the time of their Church-ſiate, 

If any ſhall obje& and fay, it was given 
to Iſrael for a perpetual Covenant, as it is 
ſaid, Exod, 31.16. And that it was given 
233 a fign between God and them forever, 
verſ. 17. And therefore it is to continue, 
and we are bound to obſerve it.. .I an- 
ſwer, it doth not follgw that therefore'it 
s to continue, much lefs that we who from 
amongſt the Gentiles are turned to God, 
Ad. 15. 19,” are to: obſerve it. For theſe 
exprethions, and others as large as theſe, 
frequently occur with reſpe&t to Ordinan- 
ces and Commands of the Law of God, 
which the moſt of Sabbath-keepers; ſo' far 
5 T yet know, account but Temporary 
2nd therefore, as ſo accounted of by them, 
they leave unto diſuſe2.yea, Print againG 
them, if not in particular, yet under a 
more general conſideration.” As for inſtance; 
1, The Ordinance of the Paſſover. faith 
the Lord: to Iſrael, Exod. 12. 14, Tou fall 
keep 2t a feaſt nnto the Lord throwghont your 
generztions , you ſhall keep it a feaſt by an 
ordinance for ever 5 -Or ''by a! ſtatute of 'Es 
ternity, as it may be read, 28 

2, The Prieſts garments. 'were to'be b 
a Ratate for ever, Exod. 28. 42, 43. And 


part of the. Burnt-oftzzing to be Arrans and 
—_ his 
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his Sons by a fiatute for ever, Ebap, 29, 
27,28. 

3- The ordering of the Lamp in the Ta- 
bernacle to burn always, was appointed to 
be by a ſtatute for ever, Exod, 27, 20, 21, 
Levit, 24. 3 4+ 

4. The Levites are ſaid to be choſen by 
the Lord to carry the Ark of God, and 
Miniſter unto him for ever, 1 Chron, 15, 2, 
And many more inſtances might be given 
concerning, this word for ever, whereby 
might be ſhewed how that it's only meant 
of the ever of their Church-ftate, according 
to which the particulars mentioned are to 
be underſtood. But ſometimes it*s carry- 
ed only to the year of Jubilee, Exod. 21. 6, 
Levit, 25. 42, and ſometime is meant bt the 
ever of a mans life,” Gex, 43. 9. and chap. 
44. 32. 1 Sam. 28. 2. 

And for the word perpetual, it*s oft ap- 
plied | to Ordinances appointed only till the 
time of reformationz that is, to the time 
of the expiration of their Covenant and 
Church-ftate. As for inſtance, 

1, The Pricfts: Othce was to be Avrons 
and his.Sons for a perpetual ſtatute, Exod. 


29, 9. 
2, The incenſe to be burned upon the 
Altar of Incenſe, was to be a perpetual Ins 
ecnſc before the Loxd, Exod, 30. 8, _ 
3+ The 
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3. The Shew-bread was to be taken 
from the Children of Iſrael, by an ever- 
laſting Covenant, and was to be eaten by 
Aaron and his Sons, by a perpetual Statute, 
Levit. 24+ 8, 9. 

4. And Laltly, To add no more, though 
many more Inſtances might be given, the 
Lord faith, 1 Chron. 9. 3, That be bad hbal- 
hwed the houſe which Solymon built, (vir) 
the Temple at Feruſalem, to» put bis name 
there for ever : and faith, bis eyes and bis 
beart ſhould be there perpetually. And yer 
iccording, to the prediction of the Lord 
Jeſus, att. 24, 2, there is not left one 
ſtone upon another which is not thrown 
down : So that notwith(tanding theſe words 
of Ever and Perpetual, and others as large, 
s Everlaſting, &*c. which may and arc uſed 
ſometimes with reſpe& to this Sabbath; 
it doth not follow, that therefore it is ro 
be owned and praGciſed any more than all 
the reſt that were in. their giving forth, 
clothed with theſe expretfions. 

And the Lord having given us an account 
in his Word, what his Will is, with reſpe&kt 
to this Sabbath, that he gave it to [/- 
reel to -be a gn between him and © them 
throughout their generations 3 which with- 
but all peradventure, reſpes the time of 
their Charch-ftate, as by the many parti- 

culars 
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culars before minded, given forth with, 
and in the ſame words, is manifeſt, now 
by the moſt of Sabbath-keepers, left unto 
diſuſe; and-.ſome of the particulars by 
ſome of them diſowned in Print. I ay, 
the Lord having ſhewed hereby what was 
his Will, with reſpe& unto it, ſo that we 
might judg it was but a Temporary Or- 
dinance 3. it ought quietly to be left unto its 
place, among{t the xeſt of the Ordinances aps 
pointed to be only till the time of Refor- 
mation ; and neither the World, nor the 
Churches, nor particular perſons, troubled 
with words about it, tothe ſubverting of 
their Souls, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of and 
concerning, the legal Preachers, about the 


legal ſign. of Circumcifion, Ads 15. 24, 
and the obſerving the Law, to whom the 
Apoſtles gave no ſuch' commandment. 


___ 


| 
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Now proceed to the Fourth and Laſt 
particular mentioned Section the 1 1th, 
being one of thoſe that gave occaſion to 
my leaving off the praQice of this Sabbath- 
keepingz which was, that I obſerved in 
my ſcarch of Holy Scriptures, that there was 
ſpoken by the Apolile Pex} , that great 
Chriſtian 
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Chriftian Wricer,' the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, who laid" the foundation,” 6n which 
others\ are-to build, that that may ſatisfic 
any unbyaffed perfon, that the 'Churches 
or People of "Chriſt thould not take up, 
tor yun into / this practice. 

And firſt that Text, Col. 2. 16, 17, is ſo 
full, chat 'T cariftfor but wonder thft ever 
| my felf,''or: any man” elſe, that. had bur 
read and «confidered it, ſhould run into 
the paaCticez bat that ( as F know con- 
eming iny-(0f 36! the thing) mens affeQi- 
oms do oft outrun their judgments: now 
wthe 1 6th verſe.” faith the Apoſtle, Let ns 
neu" therefore Judy you in meat, or in 
urh Or be reſpect of an boly-day, or + 
tbe $abbarbs; as the word ſhould be reads 
he word" days being a ſupply of the Tran- 
latours; NS 8} 

Abd in verſe* 17; the Reafon is. given, 
bich are, ſaith the Apoſtle, s' ſhadow of 
bings #0 come , but the body Chriſt , as it 
hay be read; © that iS, Chriſt is the body, 
rfobftance” of all'theſe ſhadows, of one, 
$ welt as of #nother 3 of the Sabbaths, as 
eV as of the other things minded in the 
[ext | | 
And in that the word is Sabbaths, and 
ould ſo be retd, not only by it are we 
ven. to- underſtand the weekly with the 
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Annualz but the weekly more eſpecially, 
by teaſon of its"oft occurring :-, and fre- 
quently is this Title- or -term Sabbathy yi. 
ven 'to the weekly Sabbath, as before I 
minded, and ſhewed from many places of 
Scripture: and in that Holy day, (which 
reſpets that part, or thoſe parts of their 
feaſts, wherein they kept holy convocations 
and reſted) -and new Moon, is in the Text 
recounted with Sabbaths 3 it ſheweth what 
Sabbaths the Apoſtle intendeth, even the 
weekly, for others are included in the other 
words, 

Mr. Sallers faith concerning this Text, 
Col. 2. in page 4 of his Seventh-day Sab- 
bath no Ceremony , That all that can be pro- 
ved from it, #8 this, That the Sabbaths there 
ſpoken of, which ( ſaith he ) are ſhadows of 
the body of Chriſt, are aboliſhed : And this 
none of ws deny, faith he, To which fay- 
ing of his, I anſwer, | 

1. Az he ſpeaks to Mr, Grantham, Paye 
the 1/t of his Seventh-day Sabbath no Ct- 
remony, upon the account ct Mr, Grantham 
his putting the Papitts to prove, that any 
of the Baptized Churches did keep the ficlt 
day of the Week under the notion of a 
Sabbath : He there tells him, He might 
have ſpoke for himſelf, and ſo b ve come off 


with more credit, For (faith Mr, Sellers) 
in 


- 
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in my knowledg, there are of them. that hee 
that day under the notion of a-Sabbath; 
And even fo I fay to Mr. Sellers, (, cons 
cerning his. words, That the Sabbaths (po- 
ken of Col-2, which are (hadows. of the body 
of Chriſt, are aboliſhed, which he ſaith, noxe 
of us deny) be might bave ſpoke for bimfelf, 
and have come off with more credit : For I 
judg it was not unknown to him, how 
Poly and Skipp had fiated things in their 
propoſitions and queries before-mentioned 
in this Diſcourſe z and how they profcſſed 
to own all the Laws given in Mount He- 
reb, with due regard to time and place: 
and how they tell ſuch Sabbath-keepers 
that were not of the ſame mind with them 
in all things, That it was not to own Nine 
Commaridments, and. after that the Tenth, 
even the Sabbath of the Lord God (as they 
call it) that will take away the Jews ſtum- 
bling, while Circumciſion, and generally 
all the reſt, are thrown away with the con» 
ceit of a ceremony, And 

2, Whereas Mr. Sallers intimates, That 


the Sabbaths ſpoken of Col. 2, are ſhadows 


of the Body of Chriſt, and as ſuch are 
done away 3 the Text faith not, they 
were a ſhadow of the Body of Chriſt , but 
8 ſhadow of things ts come; but the body 
s Chrift, So that it is not ſhadow of his 

H | Body; 
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Body, biit a ſhadow, the the Body or Sub. 
tance, Ot, hich anſwers to that paſſage 
Heb. 10:Y, For the law having a ſhadow of 
good things to come, ahd not the very image 
of the things, 8c, Which word image, the 
earned acquaint us, is by the Syrjack, Tran- 
flation tarned ſabſtaxce 3 fo that the Law 
had but the ſhadow of things, and the 
$abbaths of the Law were a ſhadow ; Chiilt 
is the ſubſtance, %and the Goſpel wherein 
Chrilt is held forth, reveals the ſubſtance 
it reveals him who is the ſubſtance of ſome 
of the legal ſhadows in his perſon; of other 
ſome in his performances, of ſome in his 
performances for us without us, and of 0- 
ther fome by what he worketh in us; 
and- concerning, the Sabbath in queſtion, 
as he brings Souls into reſt and peace by 
faith in him here, Mate. 11. 28, 29. Rom. 
5. 1, Heb, 4. 3,4. and gives aſſurance 
of eternal reſt with himſelf for ever here- 
after, 2 Theſ. 1. 7. Heb. 4.9. 

And thus the Saints of old not long af- 
ter the Apottles times, judged of legal Sab- 
baths. Enſebins in his Eccleftaſtical Hiſtory, 
the firſt Book, and third Chapter, (heweth, 
that they looked upon them as myttical 
Rites, leading unto more ſpiritual contem- 
plations z hear his words, He delivered un- 
to them of old ( meaning the Jews ) oor 


16 
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$rrvant Moſes, after ftrait inſtitutions, cer- 
talh figures and forms of a myſtical Sabbatb 
and Circumreiſion , and entrances wnto - other 
ſpiritual contemplations , but nos the perfet 
and plain myſteriex thereof. A paſſage very 
much comporting* with Col: 2. 16, 17, and 
Heb.” 10. 1, and others of the like na- 
ture, 

2, That Text, Gal. 4. 10,17, is alſo. ve- 
ry fall 3 faith the Apoſtle to the Galztrans, 
Te obſerve days, and months, and times, and 
years : which paſſage reaches to all their 
feaſts and holy-days, whether weekly, or 
Arinual, the words are fo full, Firſt, Days, 
the Weekly Sabbath ot the Law, and ot 
the Jews. Next, Months, their new Moons. 
Then Times, their Fealt of the Paſſover, 
Pentecoſt, &c. called Times, Exod, 23. 14, 
17, Dewt, 16, 16. And laſtly, Years, their 
Seventh year, and their Seven Seventh, or 
Jubilee. To thoſe were they turned, or 
turning back : For faith the Apoltle, verſ. 
21, Tell me, ye that deſire to be under the 
law, &c. 

And for Mr. Sallzrfs ferch, with reſpect 
to this Text, page 2, of his Seventh day 
Sabbath no Ceremony , that the G-litians 
went back to keep the Seatons they obler- 
ved then, when they worſhiped them, 
which by natuxe were no godsz there is 
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nothing in the Text or Context to prove 
It :. For the matter the Apolile deals with 
them about, throughout the Epiſtle, was 
their furning back to the Law, Chap. 2.3, 
4. thap, 3.2, 3. chap, 4421, 24, 25. chap. 
5- 1,2, 344. chop, 6.12, 13, and he (pcaks 
of their obſerving days, and months, and 
times, and years, as the evidence thercof: 
And the words Bondage and Elements, chap, 
4. 9, do reſpet the Elements or Rudi- 
ments (as it may be read )) of the Law, 
chap, 2+ 4. chap. 4. 1, 2, 3, againſt which the 
Apoille exhorts them, that ſo they might 
not be intangled again, but might ſtand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
made them free, chop. 5. 1, For Circum- 
cifion particularly minded there, would 
' bind them over as-Debtors to the whole 
Law, 

And for the word [| again ] it holds 
forth no more than this, that they ſhould 
not now turn back to the Rudiments of 
the Law, and of the Jews, now they were 
converted, which they were turned or turn- 
ing back to , ſeeing they were redeemed 
from Heatheniſh Rudimentsz, which (as it 
is very like) thcy might follow after, bc- 
fore their converſion, as days, and months, 
Oc, For there is no ground throughout 


the Epiſtle, for us to judg that they were 
turned, 
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turned, or turning back to Heatheniſh Ru- 
dimentsz but as they -had left them : So 
the Apoſtle would not have them to turn 
back again to the Jewiſh, &c. _ 

3+ That Text, Rom. 14.5, 6, hath much 
in it to the ſame purpoſe; where the Apo- 
ltle gives Chriſtians to underſtand, that 
no obligation lay on them 3, but that they 
were at liberty, as with reſpe& to the ob- 
ſervation of the day there intended by the 
Apoltle, Saith he, One man efteemeth one 
day above another, anovber eſteemeth every day 
alike , . let every man be fully perſwaded in 
by own mind, 

And that by the gay, here, he means a 
day injoyned in the Law, is clear, in thas 
It is joyned with meats; which ſome by 
reaſon of the. legal uncleanneſs they thought 
yet remaincd in them, did deny to eat. See 
the 2,3, 14,15,20, 21, verſes, So that as 
the: Apoſtles Diſcourſe carrizs with great 
evidence to meats. that in the time of the 
Law were unclean, fo doth his Diſcourſe 
carry with as great evidence to a day, yeay 
to the day that was eltcemed holy accord- 
ing to the Law. _— 

And the Apoſiles Difcourſe of .che day 
in -queliion, diſcovers, ahat it was a day, 
the day that was cf , great eſtcem among 
thoſe that obſerved it. Saith he, One man 

0 \ H 3 eſteem- 
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eſteemeth one day above another, &c, And 
again faith he ,' He that regardeth not the 
day, 8c, Note, the a1 - it was ſome day 
of great” eſteem with" chem that obſerved 
it, which I jadg* were-the Jews, or ſuch 
as were Jewiſhly affeQed'; for that they 
alfo- denyed to eat tmeats, and no day was 
in ſuchriefteem with them as their weekly 
Sabbath/as'T can Hindzas is noted tous'in that 
word. Tobn 19. 19,31., And this is ob. 
ſervable, | that che' charge of 'weaknels is 
Jaid uiptn'them that, eſtezined 'the meats un- 
cleari;* and” the day holy 3 which doubtleſs 
did arife: hence,” in that" there was* not a 
command obliging fo its obſervation, or 
to' an obſervation of theſe things... 


—_ th. 
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that that was leading” to; and &- 

feive'6f' my leaving off the praffice of 

this Szbbath-keeping- I ſhall _ now 
ic 


| © Ws I have beert ſhewing what was 


m the* remaining patt of '-this Diſcourſe, 
ſpeak ſomewhat to' the-talk*of ſome Sab- 
bath-keepers, about a command for, and 
examples of this Sabbath-keeping, 

And T' begin firſt, "with what Mr. Salers 
faith, page 10, of his Seventh-day Sabbath no 
Ceremony. + | Now 
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Now all the world (faith he) knows, that 
=_ any thing, that to- whomſoever God gave 
the Scriptures, be gave the Sabbath tov. Now 
the Diſcourſe Mr; 8alers is upon, is of the 
Sabbath its. being given- to" be obſerved, 
whence he would: infer, that it is wow to 
be praQiſed alſo and his words are pro- 
duced, as. if they had convincing evidence 
in them to that end, 

But alas} who ſees mot that ſees any 
thing in affairs of this kind , that this is 
weakne(s with a witneſs ? For may it not 
be as truly ſaid, that to whomſoever God 
gave the Scriptures, he gave circumciſion, 
he gave the command for eating a Limb 
for the Paſſover , he gave the commands 
for facrificing Bulls and Goats , he' gave 
the commands for- making a Tabernacle, 
for offering incenſe, for making the anoint- 


ing Oyl, ' for making 'the Sons of Aron, 


Prieſts, arnd the Levites Miniſters t& Wilt 
on this Tabernacle-ſervice y he gave the feaſt 
of unleavened bread, and the feaſt- of Ta- 
bernacles, he gave the-command to make 
fringes to the borders of the garments, 
not to kindle a fire on their Sabbath, with 


'all the reſt of the ſervice down to the leaſt 


iota of it ? And whoſoever hath now theſe 
Scriptures, have they not all theſe things 
written thercin? And is it not written that 

H 4 the 
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—_ Lord. God commanded them. to be oh- 
terved? Yea, the: ſame. is ſpoken of - all theſc 
in that reſpeR7 88+ is:{poken oftall the reft, 
Yea, and + with reſpet to many. of them, 
they were commanded to. obſerve them 
throughout» their generations, a$ they were 
the Sabbath-3 and 'the words Ever, Perye. 
tual, &c. added to ithem as is before ſhew- 
ed at large. 9 31 4 
- So that-if what:Mr. Salers ſaith, proves 
any thing with: reſpect ta the: continuance 
of the. practice of: their Sabbathz' even fo 
it will, and with as muich evidence, as with 
reſpe to all the reſt. - And indeed, hither 
+ doth this principle lead Cat leaſt) as I have 
ſaid-once and again, and proved from their 
own writings: and thoſe of them that are 
not.gqne ſo far, are: cryed out againſt, e- 
ven-as they cry; out againſt others that 
dagce not after their, Pipe, -&c. as I have 
noted already alſo, from the propoſitions 
and queries of Pogly, and Skipp.c - 
7S0 - that if they will, but follow their 
Leaders , - and- the. conduct of thejr own 
principles, we may-ſee whither it- will lead 
them , yea, Mr. Sallers words carry as fully 
and clearly to it; 4s any that ever I read: 
For to whoſoever the Seriptures were given, the 
Sabbath (he ſaith) was . given too. And fo 


were all the reft of the particulars Wn 
; | ” 
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before, and all that may be minded of 


aike' nature from! the Scriptures: and if 


his words conclude apy thing as to the 


preſent prattice of their Sabbath, ſo alſo 
they will as jo all the ett, Sp that the 
Reader may that Mr. Salleys had "no 
need to be; fo offended at Dr. Owen, as 
he ſeems to. he, page' 7 of his Examination, 
&. concerning the word Fadzlcal : for if 
theſe things are not Judaica), or Judaiſm, 
none "can be * produced to be fo, I Judg by 
themſelves or others. 


But befides what is thus generally (po-\ 


ken to this'thing, we have many - things 
in particular, pleaded by many of this per- 
ſwafion, even as' I my: felf- was apt to do 
when through inadvertencie I wandred in 
this path of errour. 

And: firſt of all, a 'plea is brought/from 
Gen, 2.2, and this ſtood upon by Sabbath- 
keepers, -as it is alſo by many others, That 
the Sabbath was here inſtituted, and given t0 
Adam to obſerve even in bis "fate of - inno- 
eencie, But this is to be remembred* by the 
way, that many,” very many learned meh, 
as well Jews as Chrittians, do deny this, and 
have given many grounds for their fo d0- 
ing. And: for many of the Jews, (which 
a man may modetily think might, and had 
caſe to know as well as molt others, /they = 

ot 
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both account it, -and call it the Spoufe ! 
their Synagogue, or:Bride of their Nation 
That which God gave! to, them, as he did 
Eve to Adam, and to no other + See pup 
$7, and 99, of Do@or Owens Exereitati 
on the Sabbath. : Though for my part, 
thigk much of the time and, pains of per 
| ſons in reſpeRt of this: thing: might we! 
have þcen ſpared, on the one hand as wel 
as. on the other; For in that; ſo little ii 
ſpoken of it, -nay nothing at all, : with re 
ſpe& to Adim®s obſerving it, or any 0 
the - Patriarchs . follewipg, down-' to Myſe 
timez nor the word Sabbah- ſo much x 
named in. all the Scripture -to» the 16th c 
Exagus , they raight have leaened from th: 
Spirits ſilence, to have been more ſilent 1 
bout it, as men might alſo in many othe: 
things : For many of our | controverlic: 
have: been about things,; concerning whic 
the Spirit of God hath been wholy filenWb 
io .the Scriptures. . ... 

And though I will not deny that Als 
did keep this Sabbath, in that I do not kno! 
that he did not, neither can any man livingſir ; 
know-'that he did-not, -unle(s it ſhould by 
immediate Revelation be made known untc 
him, in that the Scriptures fpeak” nothing 
about it whether he did or no :; Yct Moy 
conclude, that the Text uſually producedFo t 

to 
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to prove it, Mark 2. 27, The Sabbath was 
nade for man, &c, doth not prove it, For 
not only is Iſrael called man, fox whom 
jt was made, and to whom it was given, 
Dewt. 5. 2453 but others, even particular 
arſons beſides Adam are called fo frequent- 
b in Scriptures , as it need. were might 
ie proved by many Teſtimonies, But if 
it were' fo, that Adam kept this Sabbath 


ifin his ſtate of innocency ( as polhbly he 


might) yer'it'doth not follow that there- 
re it'is the "ducy of all perſons now to 
keep it, as Sabbath-keepers, aſſert. For, 

1. Marriage was a Paradice-infticution, 


Wet doth '{e*giot follow, that therefore-it is 
Mihe duty of all perſons, to Marry; a per- 


ſon may forbeax to Marry, and yet not fin, 


| | Cor, 7-37, 38, 40: 


2, If it were given to Adam in his ſtate 
f innocency, .as pollibly it might, and as 


Wabbath-kecpers aſſert; yet is this fo far 


rom proving it to be the duty of men.now, 
at it evidently ſhews the contrary : For 
| that profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, . ſo 


Mir as 1 know (I am ſure Sabbath-keepers 


lo) hold, that as Adam had a Covenant 
n his ſtate of innocency made with him, 
nd in him with all his ſced.3 fo, that this 


{ct covenant 'was a Covenant of works, and 
0 the firſt, the old Coyenantz So that if 
| the 


lucec 
to 
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. | the Sabbath were given ro him in t 

ſtate; it mult needs be given to them, | 
the reſt of that Covenantz and that Calf 
venant being vaniſhed away, the reſt of i fi 
muſt needs ceaſe, and it cannot be agaigh” + 
Introduced, without an open oppoſition tYit's 
the New Covenant , and the Lord Io! (59 
Chriſt, who hath, ſealed that Covenant wit An 
his precious Blood : and to the [great p | 
judice of the Chriſtian Religign, which is 
bottom'd upon the New E »enant; anWf* 
the . apparent damage, of , the profeſſor Wer 
thereot , as ſad expericnce hath made muff 3 
nifeſt, in the inſtances before given, 22, 

Now, as I mentioned the Scriptures {fe 


lence concerning the Patriarchs obſerving 
the Sabbathz even ſo Mr, Stennet acknow 
ledgeth , paze the 15th of his Royal Lis 
contended for : His words there are theſe 
Though ne mention is made of the Patriarch 
obſerving it, no more than of their ſacrificing 
and doing many other things, which is juigWn, 
ed they did, were 3, we hear nathin 
of them. In .which paſſage, his grant con 
cerning, the Scriptures (iekce about th 
matzer of fat, is to b taken” notice oiÞ 
and owned, it 'being not repugnant to thi 
qe] And ſo ought his words 
bout their lerificinge, which he faith n 
mention is made” of,” and char we _y 
ning 
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thing of it, and diſowned, it being re» 
pugnant to the Scriptures. For, | 

i. In Gen. 4,4, it's ſaid, That Abel be 
alle brought of tbe firſtlings of the flock,, and 
if the fat thereof, and the Lord bad reſpet 
t Abel and bis offering. And in Heb. 11.4 
it's faid , That by faith Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, &c, 
and 

2, In Gen. 8. 20, it's ſaid, Aud Noah 


i lvilded an Altar nnto the Lord aud 


ffered burnt offerings upon the Altar, and 
burnt-offerings were ſacrifices, Exod. 20. 24. 

3. The like is ſaid of Abraham, Gen. 
12:13, That He offered a Ram for a barnt- 


ering. 
And 4, it's ſaid of Facch, Gen. 46. 1, 
That he came to Beerſhehs, and offered ſa» 


icriices unto God 3 So that if this be to 


hear nothing, &c, of the Patriarchs facri- 
cingsz let the *unbyaſſed Reader judg., 
And I take the more notice of theſe ſay- 
ngs, in that it is publiſhed to the world 
1 a Second Edition of the Book, wherein 


Wncn are wont to Corre& and amend faults. 
Wit this paſſeth agaia into the World : 


hereby the Reader may ſee how hand 


hWver head theſe men write ſometimes. 


Which I would have themſelves take no+ 


Ke of, and there-from learn to judg cha- 
ritably 


A rn OO On IT be — 


Cs. 


——_ Re $2, as... 


| 
! 
F 
: 


ritably of others, which may through inad 
vertency ſometimes allo publiſh things noe 
ſyiting with the mind of Chriſt. The 
which (as Pax/ (aith in another Caſe, 1 Cor 
4+ 6,) I do in a figure transfer unto my 
ſelf, about my writing for the Sabbath, 


I "_ —_— LI —— _—_——— — 
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Econdly, A Plea is brought from the Ly 
\J given from the Mount Sinai, and this... 
is pleaded concerning it , amongſt other 

Things, That the Lord Feſus gave it forth, 
and that it is the new Covenant : which 1 
ſhall briefly give in my exceptions again, 

Firft, Concerning the Lord Jeſus Chrif, 
his giving forth' the Law from the Mount, 
Sinsi, it is not by any means to be ad- 
mitted of : For the Law was given above 
Thirty generations before the birth of 1. 
ſus Chriſt, Marr. 1, Not that I do dey 
the Pre-exiftence of the Word of God, the 
ſecond in order of ſubſiſtence of the three 
that bare record in Heaven, 1 Fobn 5. 7, 
unto the incarnation: No, God forbid 
that I ſhould give way to ſuch a thought, 
For in the begining was the word, and tb 
word was with God, and the word was Gol, 
the ſame was in the beginnivg with God, 4! 

thing 


| + 
things were, made by bim, &c. Jobs 1; ry 
,3- Andbeing i the form of God, thought 
Wi 0 robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 
1. 6. Being the brightneſs of bis glory, and 
the expreſs image of bis perſon, or Character 
of his ſubſtance, Heb. 1.3. And if it" be 
granted,” that as the Word of God, as God 
with God, he gave the Law, what is this 
to the purpoſe, as to: the matter in que- 
tion > That that only will reach the caſe, 
which-is that that on good grounds is ſtood 
won, is, whether Jeſus Chriſt gave fortl 
he Law ? whether the Som of God incar- 
nate, as he aſumed human nature, whe- 
her the Word made fleſh, Fobn x. 14+ 
} manifeſted itt the fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16, 
ave forth the Law ? Whether the Rules 
ating to worſhip, with the other part of 
Law, were given to the Church of the 


ws by Jeſus Chriſt, as coafidered, as be- 
| ]-Wire is ſer down, according to the Teſtimo- 
= y of Aloly Scriptures concerning him. 


For thus, only thus is he the head of che 
Hires riſtian Church, And neicher as Prieſt, 
* 1-Wrophet, or King unto the Church, is he 
Itherways to be looked upon 3 neither do 
' Wie Apoſtles ſpeak of him as Jeſus the Sa- 
lour, or as Chriſt the anointed any other 

ys. And therefore , as they that have 
2 Wim not as thus confidered, have not the 
ey Chrig 
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Chriſt of God 3 [o *hey that have riot the 
Rules of Worſiip f&omhim Thur" conſider 
ed. have not the Rules they” pretend to 
with relation: tothis worthip; from Him the 
truc Chriſt of Gol: :'$o that there is equi 
vocation; in the-ſaying," that"Jclus Chrit 
gdve. forth-the Law; unleſs they intend, a; 
is: before (expreſſed 3'amd: if they'do (o in 
tend, ithen is the-affirmation manifeſtly falſe: 
Far-,as:ſo- confidered; the Law was given 
aboye Thircy generations; before he wis 
thus:brought forth into the World, before 
the. Word was made ficſh-, and dwelt x- 
mongſt men,'&c. © And though a form « 
Religious Worſhip, was preſcribed to the 
Jewiſh Church, and given bythe Lord to 
them by the hand of. Moſer, who was King 
in Jeſbhurnn; yet this was intended to con- 
tinue but until the time of Reformation: 
God the Father reſerving the full and final 
Revelation of his Will unto this time of the 
manifeſtation of his Son, and that in ſome 
eſpecial manner with relation to the (cr- 
vice that his People ſhould offer up to 
him. 

But if by way of conceſſion, I ſhould 
give what I do not grant in this reſpc2, 
what will be the conſequence hereof? what 
will Sabbath-keepers gain hereby ? If they 
fay, then th: Sabbath mentioned in Ex%. 

20, c. 
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20, &c. is to be looked upon,, owned and 
kept , as a command of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſo the controverſie between 
them, and the moſt of them that profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, would be at an end. 
I anſwer, That then all the reſt of the Law 
to the leaſt jot and tittle of it, muſt be ſo 
looked upon, owned and kept: For he 
that gave the one part of the Law, gave 
the other 3 he that gave the Commandments 
Exod. 20, gave all the reſt of one ſort or 
another : and ſo we are on a ſudden fallen 
down in the kennel to Thomas Tillam, Chri- 


fopber Pooly and their confederates, who 


profeſs to own all the Laws given in Mount 
Horeb, with due regard to time and place, 
And then what is become of that, called, 
A Faithful Teftiwony againſt the Teachers of 
Circumciſion and Legal Ceremonies, &c. ſet 
forth by ſome Sabbath-keepers "againſt 0- 

ther ſome of them. 25 
But if it be anſwered, That there is a 
difference to be made between the Ten 
Commandments, and the Ceremonies, &ec. 
| anſwer, That what difference is to be 
made touching the matter of them, is of 
aother conſideration : what I am ſpeaking 
of, is, concerning him'that gave them forth, 
nd the S:riptures give us to A 
that 
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that .he that gave forth the one, gave forth 
the other, and all of them are called the 
Law of God; and that uſually called the 
Ceremonial Law, is no other than a part 
of the ſame Law , the Law being one, 
though it hath ſeveral parts. 
So, that if upon the account of him that 
ave it forth, it is to be owned and pra- 
ced, then is the one part to be owned 
and praQiced as well as the other ; and this 
is to follow the conduQ of the principle; 
and they that do ſo, live up to their prin- 
ciples better than others, that will take 
ſome, and leave ſome, and mince it as in- 
tereſt ſways them. For if Jeſus Chriſt gave 
forth the Law given to Iſrael at Mount Si- 
nai, and the ordinances thereof are there- 
A upon the ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſuch as the Churches of the Gentiles are 
now to obſerve and keep; how is it that 
ſome are owned, and others diſowned ? 
Sure there had- need be clear Scriptures to 
make out this notion, leſt the hands of 
ſuch be firengthened, chat caſt off the pra- 
Qice of Chriſts ordinances, as ſuch things 
with which they have nothing to doz 
though yet they would be looked upon as 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, 


And 
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And let none be ac a ſtand -upon the 
account of this Diſcourſe, queſtioning whe- 
ther this will not make void thoſe dutics 
that -we ought to perform to God and our 
neighbour, according to what is held forth 
in theſe Commandments that are juſtly 
deemed moral. For as for ſuch Com- 
mands they are not only our duty upon 
the account of the Law of our Creation; 
but they are often inculcated in the Goſpel, 
23 the duty even of men as men, as well 
& of Chriſtians. 

And it is a deſperate reflection upon Je- 
ſus Chriſt and the Goſpel 3 that if this no- 
tion be not admitted of, viz. the Law its 
being the Rule of our obedience, men may 
turn Ranters, &*c. and that it's the opening 
of a gap to Ranteriſm. What have weno 
Rules for holineſs from Jeſus Chriſt, no 
Rules how to behave our ſelves, as touch» 
ing the duties of morallity, from Chriſtand 
the Goſpel; yea, I doubt not to fay the 
Goſpel abounds herein, and that with the 
greateſt perſpicuity : And when the Apoſile 
Paul would preſs holineſs on Chriſtians, 
he dirc&s to them the Commandments he 
had given them by the Lord Jcſus, 1 Theſ. 
4.1, 2, 334, 5, 6, 7, $8. Concerning which, 
many more inſtances might be given, but 

| I 2 that 
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that I would not be two prolix. 

The ſecond thing intimated, as that that 
begins to be pleaded in behalf of this prin- 
ciple of Sabbath-keepipg, is, That the Law 
whence the rule for its obſervation is taken, 
ts the New Covenant, 

... It cannot be denied, but that God gave 
it as a Covenantz and that when he gave 
it, he made it a Covenant with Iſrael; when 
he, gave it, he made it a Covenant be- 
tween himſelf and Iſrael, Exod. 19. 5, 8. 
chap. 24. 3,7, 8. Dent. 4.13, 14. cbap.5, 
2, 3+ Heb.9.1,2,3, 4, And it was a Tce- 
ſtamental Covenant, a-Covenant confirmed 
by blood, Exod. 24, 3,4, 5, 6,7,S. Heb. 
9...18, 19, 20, And it is alſo certainly 
clear in the Scriptures, that there are ſet 
down therein two ſuch Teſtamental Cove- 
nants, called the old and the new, the firſt 
and the ſecond, Heb. 8.6, 7, 13. chap. 9. 
I, 15, 18, chap. 12. 24 And this allo is 
clear, that the new, the ſecond Covenant, 
is the better Covenant, Heb. $.6. And is 
the everlaſting Covenant, chap, 13. 20+ But 
the firſt, the old Covenant is vaniſhed, or 
vaniſhment, as it may be read, chap. 8. 13, 
And Jeſus Chriſt is the Mediatour of this 
New, ſecond, everlaſting Covenant, cbp. 


12.24.” And Moſes was the Mediator - 
the 
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the firſt, the old Covenant, the Covenant 
of the Law, Gal, 3. 19, 20, Dext. 5. 5. 

Tt is true, ſome hold that this old and 
new Covenant, is but as two Adminiſtra- 
tions of one and the ſame Covenant; yet 
withal afhrming that the Covenant in that 
way of its Adminiſtration from the Mount 
Sinai, having d» and live added to it, 
Levit. 18. 5, Gal 3.12, Rom, 10. 5. Mit. 
19. 17, was a Covenant of works. This 
way I took, b:ing the more common-way, 
in ſpeaking of the Covenants in- my Book 
Titled, Divine Oracles, Yet I judg, that 
this is not ſo ſcriptural a way as to aſſert 
Two Covenants. Though I judg that ma- 
ny that have gone this way, though they 


have delivered their conceptions in ſuch - 


words, yet have they intended but the ſame 
thing with others: And though perſons 
ſhould not make much a-do with one a- 
nother about words, when they agree a- 
bout things; yet ſhould all indeavorr to 
keep as cloſe to the form of ſound words, 
(which are Scripture words) as pollibly 
they can. 

And the Scripture ſpeaks of T wo Cove« 
nants, the firlt and Second, the New and 
0d, the femporary and everlaſting z and 
the Covenant of the Law, the Covenant 

I 3 from 
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from the Mount Sinai, the Covenant made 
with Iſrael when God took them by the 
hand, to bring them up out of the Land 
of Egypt, was the firſt, the old, the Tem- 
porary, that Covenant that more common- 
ly is called the Covenant of works. $o 
that if is to run counter, or croſs to the 
whole current of Scripture, to ſtate and 
plead the Covenant from the Mount Sinai, 
(as the Apoſtle phraſes it, Gal, 4. 24.) to 
be the new Covenant. And concerning the 
Law, or Covenant from Mount Sipai, ſc- 
veral things are ſpoken in Scripture, that 
are inſtructive of the nature of it. 

Firſt, It's called a Law of works, Rom, 
3-27, for the Law called there a Law of 
works, is to be underſtood of the Law, as 
given at Sinai; and as it was given there, 
it was a Covenant, as hath already been 
fully confirmed z and therefore it js a Cc- 
venant of works, and ſo the firſt, the old 
Covenant, and not the new. 

Secondly, The Apoſtle tells'us, Gal. 3.12, 
That the Law is not of Faith, but the man 
that doth them, ſhall live in them ; therefor: 
it cannot be the new Covenant. 

Thirdly, The Law, or Covenant from 
Mount Sinai, was confirmed by the blood 


of Calyes and Goats, Heb. 9, 19, 20, 21. 
Exod. 
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Exod. 24. 5, 6, 7- But the new Cove- 
nant was confirmed by the blood of Chriſt, 
Zach. 9.11, Heb. 13. 20. chap. g. 12, 14,15, 
16, 17, 23. | 

Fowrthly, The Law or Covenant from 
Sinai, had the Aaroxical Prieſthood belongs 
ing to it, Heb. 7.11, 28. chap, $8.6, chap. 
9. 11, 15. 


Frfthly, The Law works wrath, the Apos + 


ſtle tells us, Rom. 4. 15, compare Geh. 3; 
10, Demt. 27. 26, therefore it is not the 
new Covenant, that is called a Covenant 
of peace, Iſa. 54. 10, and therefore are 
the writings of the new Covenant, or Te- 
ſtament, even the Goſpel, ſaid to be a Go- 
ſpel of peace, Ephbeſ. 16. 15. 

Sixthly, The Covenant from the Mount 
Sinai, genders to bondage, Gal, 4. 24, 
therefore -it cannot be the new Covenant; 
for that tends to liberty, Fobn $. 36. Gal. 
5.1. Andit's the great duty of Chriſtians 
to ſtand faſt in that liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made them free, and not to be 
entang!cd again with the yoak of bondage. 
And what Gith the Scripture? Caſt out the 


bondwoman and ber ſon, &c, Gal. 4. 30. 
And for legal yoaks, Peter tells us, Ad. 
15. 10, that neither they nor their Fathers 
were able to bear 3 _ though it ſeems 

4 to 
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t carry to circumciſion, yet it carries to 
That no other way, then as by it they were 
bound over to do the whole Law and 
theretore the Apoſiles, and Elders, &c. in 
AX. 5. 24, thus ſpeak of the matter there 
debated upon. For as much as we have 
beard, that certain which went out from u, 
bave troubled you with words, ſubverting your 
ſouls, ſaying ye muſt be circumciſed, and keep 
the law. So that it was not barely their 
Circumciſion, but the keeping of the Law, 
the legal Teachers drove at: and this keep- 
ing of the Law, was a walking: after their 
cuttoms, AZ.21.21. And one of the cu- 
fioms was this Sabbath-keeping 1 have been 
diſcourſing about, Lake 4. 16. 
 Seventbly, The Law given at Mount Si- 
#ai, cannot be the new Covenant; for 
that the new Covenant which was conticm- 
ed of God in Chriſt, which was the new 
Covenant, was Four hundred and thirty 
years before the Law was given at, or 
from the Mount Sinaz, as the Apoſile 
ſpeaks, Gal. 3. 17; not but that it was 
of an elder date too: but in that place of 
Gal. 3. 17, the Apoſtle: ſpeaks no other- 
ways of it, ' | 

And if it be objeqted, That if the Co- 
yenant contirmed of God in Chriſt, which 
eget In , was 
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was the ſecond or new Covenant, was 
Four hundred and thirty years before the 
Law was given, as a Covenant from the 
Mount Sinai; that then the Law, &c. 
cannot be the firſt Covenant. I Anſwer, 

1. That the Scriptures expreſly call the 
Covenant from Sinai, the firſt Covenant, 
Heb. 9. 1, 2, 3,4,5,18, 19, 20,21, And 
againſt this, there ought to be no riſing 
[0] . 
2. As God made a Covenant with Adam 
in his cſiatc of innocency, which Covenant 
was a covenant of works, a covenant of 
doing for life: So this covenant from the 
Mount Sinai, was a Covenant of doing 
for life, and ſo a covenant of works, Lev. 
18. 5, Gal, 3. 12, and therefore was the 
ſame with that firſt covenant. For there 
were not two covenants of doing for life, 
and fo of works, &c. So that the cove- 
nant from Sinai, was' the firſt or old co- 
verant, even a covenant of works, as the 
covenant made with Adam was; only it 
was as the Second Edition of that firſt 
covenant : And the deſign of the All-wiſe 
God in this, towards this people, in re- 
newing or reviving this firſt covenant, 
was to keep them under Tutors and Go- 
yernors until his appointed time for the 


giving 
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giving forth of his Son, Gol. 4, 1, 2,3; 


> Fac it is further objeQed, That Iſrael 
was not in a condition, being ſinners, to 
have fuch a covenant made with them, 
Anſwer , Phis hinders not, but that the 
covenant might be a covenant of works, 
and fo the firſt: For both they and all 
other men had been in a condition, in 
Adam their repreſentative} to have ſuch x 
covenant made with them. And though 
they, and others had through their 
own default, in their firſt Parents, loſt 
their power, fo to obey as they ought, 
according, to the tenour of that covenant; 
yet had not God loft his power or right 
of commanding and injoyning : and as he 
did, even ſo he might juſtly require at their 
hands obedierice, according to the tenour 
of fuch a covenant 3 not but that there 
was a deſign of grace «nd mercy couched 
in it, That they being made to ſee their 
own wretchedneſs, by reaſon of fin and 
the fall, might be carried forth to look 
after, and .long for him that was to come, 
by whom the breach might be repaired; 
by whom the Law might be fulfilled, who 
pndertaking in mans behalf, he doing in 


mans name and nature, yea, in his room and 
- ſtead, 
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fiead, what man could not do to juflifica- 
tion, man might have his rightiouſneſs 
(Who is the end of the law for righteouſ- 
neſs, to every one that believeth, Rom. 10.4.) 
imputed to him, that ſo he might have 
joy and peace through believing, Phz1, 3.9, 
Rom. 4. 6. chap. 15. 13. 

© But it's further objeRed, If the Law be 
done away as a covenant, yet it's not done 
away as a Rule, &c. 

Anſwer, It was not given to Iſrael from 
the Mount Sinai, as a rule of righteouſneſs, 
diſtin&t from its being given as *a cove- 
nant: It was given as a rhe of righte- 
ouſneſs, as it was given as a covenant 3 
and it being done away, or vaniſhed as a 
covenant, as the firſt, or old covenant z, it 
ceaſes to'be a rule in the way of that co» 
venant : Not but that whatever may be 
juſtly deemed perpetual, is injoyned by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who is made head over all things 
to the church, and fo it. remains as our 
duty, &:. and not only ſo, but the very 
Law of our creation binds us to it, and 
the performance of it. 

It is alſo obje&ed, That there is mercy 
promiſed in the covenant of the Law, or 
the covenant from Sinai, Exod. 20, 6; 
therefore *tis the new covenant. 


Aaſw. 
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Anſwer, Though there be the promiſe 
of mercy there, under ſome particular re- 
ſpetz yet doth it not prove it to be the 
new covenant. The covenant made with 
Adam, is acknowledged to be the fiſt, the 
old covenant; and in that eſtate he Rood 
in.his innocency, even whileſt he kept co- 
venant with God; there was in Paradice 
where he was placed , the Tree of Life, 
holding forth mercy co him upon his 0- 
bedience; as there was the Tree of Know- 
ledg of good and evil, for a tryal of his 
obedience : And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 'm:- 
king promiſe of beſtowing mercy upon 
his overcoming people, to this very thing, 
Rev. 2. 7, To bim that overcometh, will 1 
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in 
the midſt of the paradice of God, intimating 
hereby, that mercy was held forth in this 
Symbole, &c. 

Secondly, The mer:y promiſed in Exod. 
20.6, is promiſed upon obedience 3 an4 
the covenant being the firſt, the old co» 
venant, it reſpe&ts obedience in the way, 
and according, to the tenour of that covc- 
nant, which was to be perſonal, perfedt 
and univerſal obedience, without which 
the Curſe would overtake, Dext. 27. 26, 
Gal. 3.10, and there could be no redem- 
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ption from it, but by him that'was to do 
the duty the Law required, and ſuffer the 
penalty it threatned, Gal. 3. 11, 12, x3, 
who having done according to the terms 
of .that covenant, hath put a final end to 
it, Rom. 10. 4 Heb. 8. 13, chap. 12, 

18, 24. | 
Thirdly, It was of Gods goodneſs and 
mercy to man, to make and enter into 
covenant with manz yea, though the co- 
venant were a covenant of works, God 
might being the Creator, being he that 
ave tO man lite, and breath, and all things, 
ve required and expected, that man as 
his creature, according to the very Law 
of his creation, ſhould yield unto him all 
due obedience, though he had not entred 
into covenant with him, to have rewarded 
him in his ſo doing: But now, in that 
od ſhould fo condeſcend, as to make and 
enter into a covenant with man, which as 
it had threatnings enwraped in itupon his 
diſobedience, Gen. 2. 17, ſo the%eby was 
held forth to him blething upon his obe- 
diencez this ſhews that there w $5 mercy, 
&. in this way of Gods dealing with 
him 3- yea, though the covenant was a 
covenant of works, as the firſt covenanc 
was z ſo that the promiſe of mercy 
proves 
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BY  _ 
proves not preſently the covenant, where- 
in in ſome particular reſpe& mercy is 
promiſed, to be the new or ſecond cove- 
nant, the covenant that more uſually now 
is called the covenant of Grace. 

Tf I thought it ſeafonable, I could give 
ſo many inſtances concerning the . cove- 
nant from the Mount Sinai, its being the 
firſt, the old covenant, and ſo a Covenant 
of works, that would make the preſent 
work {well to a great volume, even from 
all ſorts of perſons almoſt, profeſling the 
Chriſtian Religion; but I ſhall only mind 
one or two, and fo paſs on to what rc- 
mains. 

1. Henry Ainſworth that worthy man, 
in his Annotations on the 25th Pſaln, 
| ſpeaks thus; There be (faith he) two prin- 
cipal Covenants, or Teftaments : The firſt, 
that which God made with our fathers, when 
be brought them out of Egypt; the ſum 
twhereof was. contained in the Ten Command- 


ments, wr ten by the finger of God, Deut, 


4. 13. _xod. 34. 28. 1 King, $-21, and fi 


the other Laws written by Moſes in a Bock 
called the Book, of the Covenant, 2 King. 23- 
2, Exod. 24. 4,7. The ſecond Covenant, 


is that new Teftamental boyd. which God 


bath made with us in Chriſt, eſtabliſhed upon 
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» I better promiſes ;, and confirmed by the blood 


5 BN aud death of Chrift the Teſtator, as the firſt 
= I Covenant was by the blood and death of Beats, 
w I Luk. 22.20. Heb. 8. 6,8, chap. 9. 16, 17, 
18, &c. 
ie 2. Mr. Stexnnet ſpeaks thus, in the firſt 
e- WW page of the Second Edition of his Book, 
ne I Titled, The Royal Law contended for. Af 
nt I ter the firſt Tobles were broke, which I ſup- 
poſe ( faith he ) did fignifie the Iſraelites 
breaking of the firſt Covenant; for Moſes 
brake them upon "that account , they having 
made a Golden Calf, and ſo bad broke the 
Commandment, So that the covenant from 
Mount Sinai, to the which his words par- 
In, Eticularly relate, is by him called the faſt 
covenant; and if the firit, then not the ſe- 
cond, then not the new 3 for the ſecond 
nd the new are one and the ſame cove- 
nant, as the firſt and the old are one co- 
venant, or the fame covenant : So that by 
what hath been offered in this -ſpeR, it 
at, is manifeſt , that the notion of 2» Law 
1d fits being the new covenant, is a ground- 
ook Fcfs notion, and will by no means ſerve at 
23+ fithis dead lift, to prove the keeping, of the 
1t, Vabbath of the Sinai-covenant, to be the 
304 Futy of the Chriſtian Church, who ftand 
por elated to God in Chriſt, in the way of 
rer that covcnant- And 
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And for the Sabbath its being injoyn- 
ed Iſrael before their coming to Sinai, 
Exod. 16, which is alſo pleaded ſometimes 
as a ground for its preſent obſervation, it 
proves nothing : For the feaſt of the Paſl- 
over was injoyned them before their com- 
ing to Sinsi, as well as the Sabbath, and 
given to them to obſerve- in their gene. 
rations by an ordinance for ever, Exod. 
12.17. But the ever there minded, was 
only the ever of the legal miniſtration ; 
and fo is *the. ever of their Sabbath to be 
underſtood, as hath been already ſhewed, 
And for what I my ſelf ſometimes infifted 
on, as others ſtill are ready to do, viz, 
the practice of Nehemiah, David, &c. it 
proves nothing at all; for they living in 
the time of the legal miniſtration, it was 
their duty to keep this Sabbath, and with 
it all the reſt of the Law that God gave 
unro them to obſerve : and therefore in 
Pſal. 119, he ſaith, That be efteemed all 
Gods precepts, ftatutes, judgments, 8&c. and 
hated every falſe way. Not only did he 
eſteem one part, but the whole of the Law, 
as was his duty in his day, &c. So that 
if what he did or ſaid, will prove ought 
as to the Sabbath, ſo it will as to all the 


reſt; which yet thoſe I am moſily con- 
, cerned 
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etned with, will not allow, &c, 
AnT: for what the Prophets ſpake con- 
cerning the obſervation of this Sabbath, 


as Is, 56, and other places of like im- - 


port, it relates to the practice of the 
Jews and Proſelites, in that day, even 
when their burnt- offerings and their fa- 
crifices ſhould be accepted upon the Altar, 
Oe, Iſa. 56.7: and then when new Moons, 
as well as Sabhaths were to be obſerved, 


8. 66. 23. And (o far are the Prophets- | 


om foretelling by the Spirit of Propheſie, 
of the continuance of this Sabbath, * that 
they inthe ſpirit of Propheſie acquaint us 
with the ceaſing of it. Hof. 2, 11, I wilt 
alſo cauſe (faith God by his Prophet there) 
all ber mirth to ceaſe, ber feaſt days, her 
ew” moonts, and her ſabbaths, and dll ber 
ſolemn feaſts, Thus the Lord ſpeaks con- 
cerning the Jewiſh Church, and her Feaſts 
ind Sabbaths, &c. S> that well might 
the Apoitle Paul fay as he did, Col. 2. 
16,17, Let no man therefore judg you in 
meat, or in drink, or in reſped of an boly- 
wY or of the uew moon, or of the ſabbaths, 
ich are a ſhadow of things to come ; but 
the body ( or ſubſtance ) Chrit, And (as 
before is ſomewhat ſpoken to ) the ſame 
Apoſtle tells the Galatians, That be was 
K afr aid 
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efraid of them, leſt be bad beſtowed yon i 
them labour in vain: For that thy UT 
ebſerved days, and months, and timer, and W tir 
years, thi 
*: > .: 2 Ch 
Pre 

wh 
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Hat was briefly offered to conſi- YChy 
deration, in the former Scion, 21, 
from the Law given from Mount Sinai, Bl a 
and the times preceding and ſucceeding, F 2, 
to the time of Reformation, I compriſed 
under two heads more generally. I ſhall 
now proceed to ſpeak ſomewhat to the 
things pleaded from the Goſpelz from 
the words, &e, of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, And I begin firſt with that 
Text Matt, 5. 16, 17, &c. whence many 
infer, that Jeſus Chriſt ſpake of the Ten 
precepts only, and that not a jot or tittle 
of thoſe commands ſhould paſs away, till 
all things are fulfilled 5 and that all things 
in the Law and the Prophets are not yet 
fulfilled, and therefore not a jot or tittle 
of it is paſſed away and ſo not the _- 
bat 
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+ I bath -given there to the Jewiſh Church, 
y E Thus, or to this purpoſe, I my felf ſome- 
{ I time pleaded, &e, To. the which, I give 
this brief Anſwer : 

1:: That by the Law. minded by Jeſus 
Chriſt, there is not intended only the Ten 
Precepts, mentioned Exod, 203 but the 
whole Law, or the Law under a- more 
general conſideration, yea, even to Altar 
and Offerings, &c, is manifeſt ; and may 
be obſerved by the word of the Lord 
!- EChrict,; Verſe 23, 24. And alſo in verſe 
nz $31,32, touching the Bill of Divorce, And 
t, Bo alſo, 

2 2, It's manifeſts that ſeveral things; as 
d Frarts of: the Law, minded there by Jeſus 
Chriſt, are done away 3 as the Altar whi- 
ther they were to bring their gifts, as al- 
{thoſe gifts they were to bring to the 
Altar and to offer thexeon, the worſhip 
of God now not confiſting in fuch ſer* 
zes and obſervations, Heb. g. 9, 10; chap; 
10, 9, which will doubtleſs be acknows 
dged by all Chriſtians of what perfwa- 
jon ſoever , except fome Sabbath-keep- 


iriſtians or no 4 is to me a great que= 
ion , ſuch as Thomas Tillam, Chriſtapher 
Poly, and their confederates, who hafe 
K 2 prIc« 
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C132. 

pretended to go to Canaen to ſeek an in- 
Heritance there, and again to fer up theſ: 
obſervations; &c. And the Bill of Di 
vorce minded before, which the Lord [e- 
ſus "ſaith | Moſes: for the hardneſs of the 
vs: hrarts'gave them the precept of and 

dr, - Mark 10. 5, is\allo made void, 1 Cr, 
7.12: Cob. 3; Ig. | But yet none of theſe 
$hings; or any others that are paſſed or 
done away, dj pals ! oe-were done away, 
tith they weft fulfilled? in and by Jeſus 
Chriſt3i ſo that the whole Law being in- 
toded by: Chriſt, Mats, and the moſt 
of Sabbath-keepers leave unto diſuſe the 
moti, part thereof, 4s nothing concerniug 
thenj as to preſent practice z on the ſame 
grounds: they go upon in their ſo doing, 
do: F'aod' others deny the obſervation of 
the. Sabbath 3. for Jeſus Chriſt intended no 
more but their.continuance, till che fulfl- 
ling) of.-them, 'Yet:-further, I ſay, I do 
not..judg; that Jeſus *Chriſt did come to 
deftroyizhe:Law; bat'td fulfil it; not to 
deſtrdy-it;+no nod tythe leaſt 4ors of it; 


nat. t6. deftroy it,” tb fa ſmall a matter. as Yi 


abtibk of! che : Tabernacle :- For whatſoever 


was prritten aforetime, "was written for our Yi 


learning; Rom. 15.4." And though the 
Apotile rninds morc' eſpecially «mh 
» *34 enere, 
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there, -yet doth it hold alſo «s with re- 
ſpe& to other things, things relating to 
praQice-in' the worſhip-of God :- For by 
theſe things we may know that God' in 
former ages hath. required obedience of 
his people, and that in matters of his own' 
appointment, though ſeemingly very ſmall: 
he hath required their attendance  upon' 
him 3 ſo that in theſe particulars, and: 0+ 
thers alſo, the account we have in Scrip- 
tare of Gods requirement with reference 
to his worſhip, may be, is, and will be 
uſeful to his people while any live upon the 
earth: So that though it remains not to- 
us to practice the ſhadows of the Law, 
now the ſubſtance of them is comez yet 
are we- not to account them deſtroyed, fo 
as that we ſhould reckon them to be of no 
uſe at all to us. And 

2, Though an improvement is indea- 
youred to be made of that Text, Mark, 
3.27, 28, yet with no better ſucceſs than 
the former 3 for as for the Sabbath its 
being, made for man; it*s not denyed, for 
it was made for, _ given to 1/7ael, who 
were called man, as I ſhewed above from” 


Dewt, 5.24. And the Text wherein they 
re thus termed, relates to the time when 
the Sabbath was given them, &c. And* 

| K 3 tor 
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for the 'Lord Jeſus Chriſt his' being Caid 
to. be the Lord of the Sabbath, it proves 
not the continuance of it; for the bare 
Title cannot be once imagined by men of 
xeaſon and ſenſe, to prove the truth of 
the thing : For .then many other things 
follow, , of. which -in Scripture he is ſaid 
to be Lord; and for inftance, the Temple 
that was once at Feruſalem, of the re 
building of which, Pooly and Skipp ſpeak 
in their propoſitions, &c. muſt be owned 
and pleaded for, as that he is Lord of, and 
ſo ought to have been continued, &c, 
for he calls it his houſe, Matth. 21, 13, 
and it's called his Temple, Mal, 3. 1, and 
the Temple of the Lord, 2 King. 23. 4 
But yet he ſaid, Matt. 24. 2, that there 
ſhould not be left one Stone. upgpn ano- 
ther, 8&c. And though after its deſirudi- 
cn by Titus, the Jews thought to have 
rebuilded it again under Julian, yet were 
they diſappointed, and their works de- 
firoyed; {oa though there have been, and 
yet may be ſome indeavours to eſtabliſh 
this ſhadowy Sabbhath on its old foun- 
dations ( for no new foundation is laid 
for it by Jeſus Chriſt *for the Chriſtian 
Church to build upon, I am abundantly 
ſatisfied, that the work will be deſtroyed, 

| though 
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though ſome of the perſons labouring in 
it will be ſaved, but yet ſo as by fire, 
1 Cor, 3. 15, and the words of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, Therefore the Son of man is Lord 
of the Sabbath; are not ſpoken by him 
as leading to the continuance of the ob- 
ſervation of it, but rathgr to the contra- 
ry, as whoſocyer doth with an unbyaſſed 
ſpirit conſult the Context, will ſoon ſees 
but if he had intended by his words, to 
haye ſignified the continuance of it, yet 
may it not be thought he intended it 
for any other perſons, or for any longer 
time than was deſigned, when it was 
given to Iſrael to be a fign to them 
throughout their generations, of which [ 


have y|\ſpoken in this Diſcourſe. ' 
And Third]y, For that Text, Matt. 24- 
20, But " that your flight be not in the 


winter, neither on the Sabbath-day, it 
bath as little in ity as any of the ref}, for 
the proving it the duty of the Churghes 
of the Gentiles, or Chriſtian Church, &c. 
For 1, the Word is fpoken to ſuch as 
were Jews, or ſuch as were profclited to 


'them in the time of their Church-ſtate, 


and it relates to them in a matter where- 
in only they were te be concerncd, as the 
deſirution of Fernſalem, and ſcattering of 
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that people, for their filling up the me. 
ſure of their iniquity in their crucifying 
of the-Son of: God,, and in that no time 
is limited by Jeſus Chriſt; with reſpect to 
this matter, though it happened ſometime 
after his death. We have no ground 
from Scripture, to ſtretch this word con- 
cerning the Sabbath, any further than was 
intended. in its being. given to Iſrael, 
when 'it was given to them to be a fign 
to them throughout their generations, 
which was intended to be only till the 
time of Reformation; as I have ſhewed 
SeQion the 16th. "And 

2. There is ground to judg that the 
Lord Jeſus had reſpet unto his Diſciples, 
(ſo far as they may be thought to be 
concerned herein ) upon the account of 
the envious Jews perſccuting of them, it 
they ſhould be about to leave Feruſalem 
upon their Sabbath, they being a people 
that lived in ſhadows, having refuſed the 
ſubſtance, as they do'to this day. And 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf had had a taſte of their 
envious zeal herein, as Is ſignified to us 
in Fobn 5. 16. And his followers met 
with no better entertainment from them, 
when they did but ſuppoſe that they had 
made a breach upon their legal rs 

| is 
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Als 21..27, 28, 29. Yea, the believer 

among them did fo Rifly adhere unto cheix 

legal cuſtoms, that they were ready to 

think hardly of Paxl, for his not fo ftifly 

adhereing to them as ot And 
Tc 


3+ For the practice of Jeſus Chriſt, it 
proves nothing as for our practice of the 
thing ; for as he was made of a Woman, 
and made under the Law, fo it did ap» 
pertain to him to keep the commands 
thereofz and therefore did he keep the 
paſſover, &c, which yet is not our duty 
to obſerve; yea, he was circumciſed, Lak, 
2, 21, and fo became a debtor to do the 
whole Law, Gal. 5. 3. And whereas it 
is ſaid, Lake 14. 16, As bis cuſtom was, 
be went into the ſynagogue on the ſabbath, 
&, It holds forth no more to us than 
this, That he was obſerving, as his duty 
was, of legal cuſtoms : This Sabbaths, 
keeping being one of their cuſtoms, 
& 


C, 

And for the Apoſile Paxl, and any with 
him, or any beſides him, their going a- 
mongſt the Jews or Proſelites on the Sab- 
bath, either into their Synagogues, or to 
any other place; it is not once minded as 
that he did do fo to keep the Sabbath ; 
But in that they were to Preach the Go- 


(pel 
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ſpe] to every creature, and the Word was 
firſt to be Preached to the Jews, and 
their Aſſemblies were held upon the Sab- 
bath, neceſlity required that they ſhould 
then attend the opportunity for the di- 
ſpatch of that ſervice. And* when they 
were hardened, and believed not, but 
ſpake evil of that way , the way of the 
Lord before the multitude, he departed 
from them, and ſeparated the Diſciples, 
diſputing dayly in the School of one Ty- 
ran: And this continued by the ſpace of 
two years, &*e. As 18. 9, 10. And in 
the whole paſſage concerning his proceed, 
though the Text tells us that it continu- 
ed two years, yet there is no mention of his 
meeting upon one Sabbath, nor ſo much 
as the day named in the place; fo that 
though he did go into the Jews, as is 
aid here, and that it was his manner fo 
fo do, as is ſaid, As 17. 2, necellity re- 
quiring him ſo to do, that he might 
attend the opportunity in the Aſſembly, 
for the Preaching J:ſus unto them; yet 
when he ſeparated the Diſciples from them, 
we hcar nothing more of them as con- 
cerning their aſſembling together, to carry 
on the ſolemn worſhip ot Chriſt Jcius on 


that day. : 2 
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of any meeting with the Diſciples till the 
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N the former SeQion it hath been 

minded, how that though mention is 
made of the Apoſtles going into the Syna- 
gogue of the Jews on the Sabbath-day, 
that he might Preach Jeſus Chriſt to them; 
yet when he ſeparated the Diſciples from 
them, we hear no more of him, as con- 
cerning his convening the Chriſtians to 
wait upon the Lord in the practice of 
his inſtitutions on that day. $0 alſo is 
minded in this Section, How that contra- 
ry hereunto, as the Chriſtians aſſembled 
together on the firſt day of the Week to 
wait upon Chriſt in his Ordinancesz ſo 
the Apoſtle aſſembles with them. AZ. 
20. 7, And upon the firſt day of the week, 
when the Diſciples came together to -break, 
bread, Panl preached unto them, being ready 
to depart on the morrow, &c. In the 6th 
verſe, it's ſaid he abode at Troas Seven- 
days, and no mention is made in the leaft 


firſt 
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firſt-day of the week; but then the Di- 
ſiples coming together to break Bread, 
Pax! preached, &c, The words hold 
forth the Chriſtians meeting as their pra- 
ice, without: a reſpe& unto. the Apoſiles 
being amongſt them at preſent. Not that 
the meeting was occalioned by the Apo- 
files being there,” or upon the ſcore of 
his departure on ithe  morrow : But ra- 
ther that it was the day of their Church- 
meeting z and Pax} being there, attends 
on the Lord 'and his ſervice among 
them, manifeſting thereby his owning of 
them in their proceed, &c, And their 
coming together was to break hread , .to 
- carry on that Ordinance of Chriſt, where- 
in is manifcſied'\, as in the way of the 

Qice of an ordinance, the union of a 
Church of Chriſt: | As Paul faith, 1 Cor. 
10.17, For we being many, are one bread, 
and one body, for we are all partakgrs of 
that one bread. 

So that we have here the pracice, and 
ſo the example of an inſtituted Church of 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 and of joyning with them 
in their practice of meeting together, and 
carrying on the ſolemn worſhip of Chriſt, 
in the (celebration of the myſteries of his 
death, &c, And-ſo his example alſo, the 


Apolſile : 
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Apoftle Paxl, the Apoſite of the Gentiles, 

ho was appointed, and did lay the 
fotradation both as to Faith and Pra- 
Aice, on, which, and according to which, 
the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt are to build 
and ptaRice all along the Goſpel mini- 
ration. And as joyning with him,- and 
them, Sopater of Bereaz and of the Theſe 
ſatomians, | Ariſtarchus, and Secundus and 
Gains 'of Derbe, and Timotheusz and of 
Afi, Tyehicus and Trophimus, as we may 
read Ads 20. 5; ſeveral of which (if 
not. all of them } were right worthy Go+ 
grngs Ephbeſ. 6. 21. 2 Tim, 45 
+ 5- And though the Apoſtile was in 
haſte In this his journey, as theſe words 
in the Text import, Being ready to depart 
on the marrow, Afts 20. 7, and thoſe in 
Verſe 16, For he hafted, &c. Yet he ſet- 
teth not forward on his journey till the 
firſt day of the Week be paſtz nor until 
with the People of Chriſt he had waited 
on Chriſt in 'his ſolemn worſhip, in that 
ſokemn ſeaſon, though he had been there 
Seven days, Oc, 

"So that we have here the example of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, the Church of 
Chriſt at Troas, and with them an Apo- 


ſtolical man, cyen the Apoſile of the Gen- 
tiles, 
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tiles, with ſeveral other Goſpel-Minifters 
of ſeveral parts of the World, for our 
Aſſembling together to cellebrate the Or- 
dinances of Jeſus Chriſt, and to carry on 
his ſolemn Worſhip on the for day of the 


Week. And ſuch examples have the 
force of a Precept in them 3 yea, we 
have the __ in the Spirit of Chriſt, 
injoyning the People of God: ſo to walk, 
as they had him for an example, Phil, - 3. 
17, which reſpe&s ſuch examples that are 

olſible for us to follow him inz and that 
bad no-reaſon annexed to them, or im- 
plyed in the pradcfice of them, relating 
to things in a former diſpenſation, which 
will not now hold to us, &e. Such <x- 
amples are we to follow our Apoſtle in, 
and they have the force of a Precept in 


them, yea, placed upon the head of them, 


by the Apoſtle, who had the mind of 
Chriſt, 

And in 1 Cor. 16. 2, we have the A- 
poſile laying before the Chriſtians their 
duty in their communicating unto the 
neceſſities of their poor Brethren 3 which 
as it was ſeaſonable to be done, when 
they came together to wait upon the 
Lord in the way of hisghdly infticutions, 
being then in the ſweeteſt ſpirit moſt 

uſually 
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uſually for the diſpatch of ſuch Services : 
So he ſtates the time, viz, 'on the Firkk 
day of- the Week, &c, on which day, as 
Afis 20. 7, (the Text before infiſted on) 
the Chriſtians did come together for ſuch 
an end. \ 

'And though I did in the time of my 
darkneſs and wandzing, as many yet do, 
ſeek evaſions as with reſpe& to the Text, 
Als 20. 7, which I will not now ſpend 
time about the conſideration of; being 
ſatisfhed, that what is before laid down 
from it, is direAly the mind of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt in it: So alſo did I, and 
je? do others as concerning this Text, 
1 Cor. 16. 2, intimating, that becauſe the 
Chriſtians were to communicate as -God 
had proſpered them, &c. therefore they 
muſt needs concern themſelves in ſecular 
affairs, a work that's unfit for ſuch a 
dﬀay , that is to be obſerved to the 
Lord, 

Which evafion hath ſo much weakneſs 
in it , that 1 am aſhamed of it, as I am 
of all the reſt of ſuch a nature in my 
Book of the Sabbath. For if I am to 
communicate to the relief of the Poor, 
and to do it as God hath proſpered me, 
and that on the day I obſerve to the Lord, 
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' may I not the day before, -or in the days 
/before, when- I-am concerned in my (c 
cular affairs, - Judg what is ptoper for me 
to do, according to the occaſion and my 
capacicy.? and ſa having prepared, ac- 
cordingly diſpoſe my benevolence, as God 
hath proſpered: me?' Yea, doubtleſs this 
may. be done not only as well, but better 
on the day , - or. days preceeding the day 
of the Aſſembling of the Church together 
( which as was proved before, from AGs 20. 
7, - was the firſt 'day of the week ) than 
on the day in; which they do fo Af. 
ſemble. 
_ + And as ſome of the learned acquaint 
us, unto this the Text more clearly re- 
lates, - for that it may be read, Againſt 
the* firſt day'of the: week, let every one 
of you lay by him in ſtore, &c, the 
which they having done according to 
the Apoſtles direcion , -they might then 
conveniently diſpoſe it 3 it being a fit ſea- 
ſon for ſuch a ſervice, when they come to+ 
gether to wait upon the-Lord. 4 
And that that offers it ſelf as obſerva- 
ble in; the Text, - concerning the Apoſiles 
mentioning this day, and propounding 
this ſignal ſervice to be done on it, is 
this, That this firſt day of the week, be- 
ing 
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ing the day on: which Jeſus Chriſt roſe 


from the dead, was a noted, known, and 
acknowledged day among Chriſtians , bt- 
'ing a day on which they were uſed 
'Aﬀemble together, for the performance of 
fuch ſervices Chrift required, of which 
[his is not the leaſt, to provide for the 
hungry and naked members of Jeſus 
{Chriti. 
And as this Text of 1 Cor. 16. 2, and 
Atty 20. 7, and ſome others, as Fobs 20. 
19, do proclaim aloud , That this day 
was 2a noted, known, and acknowledged 
day amongſt Chriſtians; a day on which 
they 'afſembled together to perform ſacred 
Services : So doth that Text alſo, of Rev. 
4410, where the Servant of the Lord 
tefls us, That he was in the ſpirit on the 
Lords day, &c. And though ſ5me Sab- 
bath-keepers would willingly turn this 
over to their Sabbath, yet is not that day 
called any where in Scripture ( that I 
can+ find ) the Lords day; neither did 
ever any Eccleſiaſtical writer that I have 
read or heard of, fo call it: or give us 
to 'underſtind, in what they have written 
of the aftzircs of the Church, that the 
ChriGbians in the. Apoſtles times, or afrer- 
wards, did cyer ſo call jr, Burt the firſt 
L day 
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day of the week, we read in| many pla- 
ces was ſo called and accounted. See 
_ Ewſebius, Lib. 4. Chap. 18. 19, of the Life 
of Conſtantine z and the learned acquaint 
us, That Ipnativs 'who lived in the firſt 
Century, and who was the Diſciple of 
Fobn the. Apoſtle, ( who writ the Book 
of the-Revelation-) was uſed to call the 
firſt day of the week, . the queen of days; 
and as it was called the queen of days, 
and .the Lords day from the Apoſiles 
times. 3 ſo alſo it was aſſembled upon, as 
Fobn 20. 19, Ads 20. 7, ſhewz as alſo 
we read in Exſebixs and other Ecclefraſti- 
cal-Writers3 yea, the Ebiowites that of old 
were accounted Hereticks for their obſcr- 
vation of the Law , and the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath., .did celebrate the firſt day of the 
week, as others did, in - xemembrance of 
Chriſts reſurre&ion. 

So. that Chriſtians are not without a 
day in” their weekly returns, which ac- 
cording to the example of Chriſtians in 
the Primitive times, and in the following 
times, they are to aſſemble together upon, 
to worſhip and ſerve their Lord and Ma- 
ſter Jeſas Chriſt : In the which is yielded 
up that time, which by the Law of their 


creation, may be juſtly deemed to be 
their 
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their due to yield to the Lord of time, 
*. They are not without a day in their © 
weekly returns, no more than the Jews 
were in the time of their Church-ltate, 
when they lay under the obligation of 
that Temporary command of obſerving 
their Seventh-day Sabbath, which was gi- 
ven to them to obſerve throughout their 


' generations, 4 


Not that this day is to be obſerved as 
a Sabbath, with the circumſtances of the 
Sibbath of the Sinai Covenant attending 
itz when the Lord faid, let none go out 
of | his place on the Seventh day, Exod. 
16. 29, and that they ſhould kindle no 
fire throughout their habitations upon 
the Sabbath day, Exod. 35. 3. And that 
they ſhould make them Fringes in the 
borders of their garments, and ſhould pur 
upon the Fringe a Ribband of Blue, &e. 
That they might keep in remembrance 
this command with others, Which par- 
ticulars were commanded by the fame 
God that commanded the obſervation of 
their Sabbath, and ſome of them appoint- 
&d to be of the ſame continuance as their 
Sabbath, ſee Numb. 12, 28, Exod. 31, 13, 
And the particulars before {:t down, did 
appertain unto its due obſervation, ac- 
; L 2 cording 
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cording to.the declared will of the Law- 
_ giver; though our half Sabbath-keepers 
Cor ſcarce To much ) will not 'now take 
notice of them to obſerve them ( at leaſt 
thoſe with whom I have been concerned, 
&c. I ſay not Tillam, and Pooly, and Skipp, 
Oc. who profeſs to own all the Laws gi- 
ven at Horeb with due regard to time 
and place); nay, inſtead of doing the 
things before ſet down, do quite contra» 
ry: For inſtead of not going out of thcir 
places, they will (ſome of them T am ſure) 
take a Beaſt out of the Stable ( which 
ſhould reſt as well as themſelves) and ridc 
a dozen miles on aFScventh-day in the 
morning z and inſtead of kindling no fire, 
will have a great fire Kindled , with pots 
on, boyling, &c. though in this alſo the 
Lord hath ſpoken otherways, Exod. 16. 
. 23, and will again and again make them 
garments, and not make 'Fringes in thc 
borders- of them; and yet will condemn 
others for not keeping their Sabbath : Bt 
bappy is be that condemneth not bimfelf in 
that which be doth allow, Rom. 14 22. 

So that Chriſtians are in their Serviccs 
to conſider on all occaſions ' that word 
Gal.5. 1, Standing faſt in the liberty wherc- 


with Chriſt hath made them free, &c, For 
NOnc 
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none of the particulars before ſet down 
are annexed tothe day, that according to 
the example of the Primitive Chriſtians we 
are to, obſerve to the Lord. 
Neither hath the Lord Jeſus given li- 


berty, much lefs Authority to his Servants 
to take away the lives of one another up- 
on a failure in this matter. No. He came 
wot to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, 
Lake 9. 56. And this he ſaid, when his 
Diſciples propoſed to him to "give them 
leave to deſtroy the Samaritans that would 
nor reccive him: And, bchold, he is greats 
er than the Sabbath ever was. 

And whereas a Plea is brought from the 
n2me Sabbath, as uſed ſometime in the 
New-Teſtament, as reſpeCting, the Seventh- 
day 3 it no more proves the continuance of 
this Sabbath, then the name of the. Jewiſh 
Feaſis, Afis 12. 4. chap. 20. 16, do prove 
the continuance cf theſe times to be. ob- 
ſerved by the Chriſtian Church. 

And as ſometimes the Seventh-day hath 
the appellation of Sabbath given to itz fo 
{cmetime 1s it called the Seventh-day bare- 
ly without that zppcllation given to it, 
Flcb. 4. 4 So that there is as 4nuchrea- 
ſon to cenc! lude, that it*s not now tc be 
accoumecd the Sabbath, but only the Se- | 

venth. 
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day, and ſo a bare day, as the 0- 
ther Fug of the wee , that are fo to be 

of, from the Text before ſet down, 
wherein it is diſrobed of that Appellation, 
as there is to acconnt it a Sabbath, . in that 
ſometimes it hath that Appellation given to 
it, For if the one of theſe expreſſions 
barely of it ſelf, will hold weight in the 
balance of the SanQuary ſo will the ©- 
ther, with as much reaſon and truth. 
; T have been as brief and conciſe in ſpeak- 
ing to the things ſpoken of, and to, in this 
SeQion, as T could : Firſt, becauſe I would 
not weary the Reader that ſhall read this 
Diſcourſe, knowing that large Diſcourſes 
are apt fo to do, though writ with much 
evidence of the Holy Spirit and Holy Scrip- 
tures. Secondly, In that this was not my 
principle aim-in what I intended in this 
Diſcourſe. Thirdly, In that ſo many ablc 
and Pious Chriſtians have written fo clear- 
ly, fully, and unanſwerably upon the Sub- 
jeR, both againſt the Sabbath commanded 
to be kept by the Jewiſh Church; and 
for the firſt day of the week, obſerved by 
the Chriſtian Church in her religious and 
ſolemn Aſſemblies, 


The End, 


